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CHARTERED PLANE LEAVES KOCHIWITH SOME IRAN SAILORS, BODIES OF OTHERS KILLED INU.S. ATTACK NEAR SRILANKA

Will try our best: Iran envoy on safe
passage for India-bound fuel ships

T— As BRICS chair,condemn

Two LPG tankers

are reported to .2 attackson Iran: Tehran’s
be transiting .
Qo8 message to New Delhi
Shubhaiit Roy Along with Iran, grouping also has

New Delhi, March 13

the UAE, Saudi Arabia as members

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March 13

SIGNALLING HEADWAY in
Delhi’s efforts to persuade
Tehran to let India-bound fuel
ships transit the Strait of Hor-
muz, Mohammad Fathali,

Iran in the last two weeks.

This has put Delhi in a di-
plomatic pickle since it has
stayed away from taking sides

Mohammad Fathali (right), Iran’s envoy to India, and Abdul Majid
Hakeem Ilahi, Supreme Leader’s representative, in New Delhi. ani

2 INDIANS KILLED AS DOWNED DRONE FALLS INOMANCITY P6

TEHRAN IS learnt to have

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

Iran’s Ambassador to India,
said Friday “we will try our best
toremove the problems” and “I
think you can expect good
news in the near future”.
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The Reuters news agency re-
ported that Iran had allowed
two Indian-flagged LPG car-
riers tosail through the Strait of

Hormuz. Quoting sources, it

identified the vessels as Shi-

valik and Nanda Devi.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Delhi SIR preparations
crawl, CEO tells depts to

reached out to Delhi to take the
lead in issuing a statement on
behalf of the BRICS, currently
chaired by India, condemning
the US and Israeli strikes against

Business as Usual
By EP UNNY

Watch out
FOY th nel

in the ongoing conflict.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has spoken to leaders of
the countries in the region

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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" DHARMA SWATANTRYA BILL, 2026
Maharashtra Bill on
‘unlawful’ conversion:
Mother’s first religion
for child out of Wedlock

Vallabh Ozarkar
& Omkar Gokhale
Mumbai, March 13

IN A provision that appearstogo
beyond anti-conversion laws
enacted in several states, the
Dharma Swatantrya Bill, 2026,
tabled in the Maharashtra As-
sembly on Friday, states that a
child born from a marriage aris-
ing out of an “unlawful” relig-
ious conversion will be con-
sidered to belongto the religion
followed by the mother before
such a marriage/relationship.

Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis at Vidhan Bhavanin
Mumbai, Friday. AkasH paTIL

While some states like Ha-
ryana recognise inheritance
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Oil pricerise: Market sinks 5% in
aweek, logs worst 4-yr weekly fall

Seekingouster
of ‘partisan’
CEC, Opposition
submits notices
inbothHouses

120 MPsin LS, 73
in RS sign notice

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, March 13

CITING CHARGES including
“partisan and discriminatory
conduct” and “obstruction of
investigation into electoral
fraud and SIR” (Special Inten-
sive Revision of electoral rolls),
the Opposition on Friday sub-
mitted notices in both Houses
of Parliament for an impeach-
ment motion against Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar.

A senior TMC MP told The
Indian Express that 120 Lok
Sabha members and 73 Rajya
Sabha members had signed the
notices. “A total of 17 Opposi-
tion parties have supported the
notice. Ithasbeen submitted in
both Houses,” the MP said.

As per procedure, the notice
has to be signed by at least 100
members if moved in the Lok
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Commerce Foundation Course

In Hinglish Medium for IAS 2027-28: Suitable for Commerce graduates requiring basics, detailed &
regular classes with Tests practice. Starting: - Batch I. 8 May, Batch II: 20 June,
Batch III. 10 August. Class time:- 11:00am -1:30 pm, 6 classes/wk. Duration 6 months.

Commerce Advanced Course

In English Medium for IAS 2027-28. It is time time-efficient course for Professionals, Masters &
Graduates in commerce with good conceptual clarity. Starting: - Batch I: 8 May,
Batch II: 20 June, Batch III:10 August. 3pm to 5:30 pm, 4 classes/wk. Duration 6 months

Commerce Enriched Test Series: exciusively for Mains
2026: 35+10+4 = 49 Tests + Model answers, discussion by RSA. Starting 3" June 2026

Standard Test Series . Intensive Test Series: forias
Mains 2026: 10 Subject + 4 Comp Test + 2027 & 28 with Weekly Mentorship & 60 +10 + 4 =

. . - 74 tests. Best for revising Commerce with regular
Model Ans+ Discussion. Starting 10" June. tests and feedback. Starting 1% July 2026.

Perfection in Numericals

Tap the power of marks-fetching Numericals before you
write prelims exam. 150 highly probable Numericals in
FM, FA, CA & Tax to be covered. 30 Tests @ 5Qns
Each. Model Solutions + Quick Revision Tricks +
Evaluation/feedback. Starting 21st March 2026.

Commerce QEP

High quality/cream content & mentorship for top
level preparation. Recorded session available on
demand for Mains 2026. Live/recorded ses-
sions for Mains 2027-28 Starting 1st Oct.

Aakansh
Dhull B.COM

AIR - 3

Courses Joined:

* Foundation Course
(Online)

* Enriched Test Series

* Commerce QEP

* Personal Mentorship

Ishita Sakshi
Sharma M.COM Jain C.A.
AIR - 26 AIR - 37
Courses Joined:
mn Course * Foundation Course
; (Online)

(Online)

B + Enriched Test Series *Intensive Test Series

* Standard Test Series

; Jayant
Jindal B.COM Garg C.A.
AIR - 38 AIR - 64
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* Foundation Coulrse
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All courses in Live-online & Recorded modes.

By CA RS Agrawal & Team

For more details about courses/result/admission, call or visit us at-

Office & Class Stud:o a}F EI.@! 5, 2" & 3™ Floor, Shalimar Bagh,
G4 818368018 or www.rankersclasses.in
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Courses Jolned:

*Study Material

* Enriched Test Series
* Compre. Test Series

{Online)
* Enriched Test Series
* Personal Mentorship

Gaurav Twinkle
Chopra B.COM Arora B.COM
AIR - 91

AIR - B3

Coursas Jolned:

* Faundation Course
(Face - to - Faca)

* Standard Test Series

- 1. * Commerce QEP

+ Rank 122:Aakrit1 Singla, 130 Pankaj Soni, 136 Man-
preet Kaur, 143 Ayush Kumar, 146 Saurabh Sharma &
more Ranks. Marks in Commerce this year:-

285 by Deepanshu Jindal, 284 by Deepak Soni,
281 by Sakshi Jain, 277 by Sharvan Mundra .
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Breakfast with President

President Droupadi Murmu hosts MPs from various states and
nominated members of the Rajya Sabha for breakfast, at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre, in New Delhi on Friday. p1i

CASH-FOR-QUERY CASE

SCraises doubts
on HC order, issues
notice to Mahua

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 13

THE SUPREME Court on Fri-
day expressed prima facie
doubts about the Delhi High
Court order that set aside the
sanction granted by the Lokpal
to the CBI to file a chargesheet
against TMC MP Mahua Moitra
in relation to the cash-for-
query row.

Issuing notice to Moitra on
an appeal filed by the Lokpal, a
bench of CJI Surya Kant and
Justice Joymalya Bagchi said
the anti-corruption ombuds-
man need not, for now, comply
with the HC’s December 19,
2025, direction asking it to take
a fresh decision on the sanction
within a month.

The bench said it will exam-
ine the interplay between sec-
tions 20(7) (a) and 20(8) of The
Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act,
2013. “We are not permitting
the prosecution as of now. The
(Lokpal) order has been set
aside. What Mr Ranjit Kumar
(appearing for Lokpal) wants is
the direction upon his client to
pass a composite order which
as per the interpretation of the
Lokpal Act (which) we prima
facie agree maybe an incorrect
reading of section 20(7) and
section 20(8),” the bench said.

Section 20(7) (a) says that
the Lokpal, after considering
reports from agencies and after
obtaining the commentsofthe
competent authority and the
public servant concerned, may
grant sanction to its prosecu-
tion wing or investigating
agency to file a chargesheet or
direct closure of a report
against a public servant before
the special court.

Section 20(8) says that the
Lokpal may, after taking a deci-
sion under sub-section (7) (a)
onthefilingof the chargesheet,
direct its prosecution wing or
any investigating agency (in-
cluding the Delhi Special Police
Establishment) to initiate pros-
ecution in the special court in
respect of the cases investi-
gated by the agency.

Setting aside the November
12,2025, Lokpal order granting
sanction to file a chargesheet,
the high court said the anti-cor-
ruption ombudsman had wro-
ngly interpreted sections
20(7)(a) and 20(8) to mean two
separate sanctions. The HChad
asked the Lokpal “to accord its
consideration for grant of sanc-
tionunder Section 20 of the Lok-
pal Act, strictly in accordance
with provisions thereof as con-
strued hereinabove, within one
month from today.”
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VAIDS TOPPERS 2025

As The Legacy Continues. . .

mmu AIR 3, 1AS 230 AIR 3, 148 17 MM;TMH
All Toppers are Classroom Students
Batches Start: Mar 20, Apr 21
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VAID’S ICS, DELuI

For details visit www.vaidsics.com or call 953 800 1600

Contact for Advt, Booking: M/s Friends Publicity Service
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After ASIrestores Netaji
cap at Red Fort museum,
his grandnephew

DivyaA
New Delhi, March 13

ADAY after Netaji Subhas Chan-
draBose’s grandnephew, Chan-
draKumar Bose, alleged that the
freedom fighter’s cap had gone
missing from the Netaji Mu-
seum at Red Fort in Delhi, the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) clarified on Friday that it
was in safe custody after being
taken away for an exhibition at
Port Blair recently.

However, in a social media
post later in the day, Chandra
Kumar Bose said that those who
had previously seen the cap feel
the restored cap wasn’t original.
Healsosought probe and proper
authentication in the matter.

In a post on X on Thursday,
Chandra Kumar Bose, a former
BJPleader, had said that he and
his family members had per-
sonallyhanded over Netaji’scap
to PM Narendra Modi. “Dear
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri
@narendramodi ji, you may re-
call that I, along with members
of my family, our friend Shri
@SuparnoSatpathy and many
others from the Open Platform
for Netaji (OPN), had handed
over Netaji’s cap to you. Youhad
personally dedicated it at the Ne-
taji Museum, Red Fort, Delhi on
January 23, 2019 — Netaji Jay-
anti (Patriots’ Day of India),” the
post said.

He also shared photographs
ofthe event. “A member of OPN,
Advocate Naveen Bamel, had re-
cently visited the museum and
found Netaji’s cap missing. No

alleges item not original
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Chandra Kumar Bose had said
that he and his family members
had personally handed over
Netaji’s cap to PM Narendra
Modi. x/@CHANDRAKBOSE

one at ASI could explain where
it had gone. Netaji is our tallest
leader and this is highly embar-
rassing. I shall be obliged if you
kindly look into this matter,”
Chandra Kumar Bose said.

Responding to a query by
The Indian Express, an ASI of-
ficial said, “The original cap is
in safe custody at the Red Fort.
The same was taken to Port
Blair for display in temporary
exhibition during Parakram
Divas celebrations. Therefore,
the place/display box was
empty from January 19 to 25.”

However, the official added
that after Parakram Divas, the
cap was again put on display.
However, duetoaproblem with
the lock, it was once again re-
moved and placed in safe cus-
tody. “The lockis repaired now,
and it will be put on display
again today,” the official said.

OnFriday, Bosesaid, “Grate-
ful to Hon’ble Prime Minister-
Shri @narendramodi ji for tak-
ing prompt action on the
#NetajiCap issue.”

FROM PAGE 1

Will try our best: Iran
envoy on passage for
India-bound ships

Another report by Reuters
said a chartered plane arranged
by Iran departed Kochi late Fri-
day, carrying some sailors from
a naval vessel that had docked
inIndia, aswell as the bodies of
crew members Killed in a US
submarine attack off Sri Lanka.

Speaking to reporters in
New Delhi after an event to
mark the Al-Quds Day, Fathali,
on being asked whether Iran
would allow India-bound ships
safe transit through the Strait of
Hormuz, said, “Yes. Because
India and I are friends. You can
see the future, and I think after
two or three hours... Because we
believe that. We believe that
Iran and India are friends. We
have common interests, we
have common faith.”

“Suffering of the people of
India is our suffering and vice
versa. And for this reason, the
Government of India helps us,
and we should help the Govern-
ment of India because we have
a common faith and common
interest.”

Sources in the government
said there have been “multiple
conversations at multiple
levels” and “layers of conversa-
tion” between India and Iran
over the past24 hours. And, the
negotiations are “delicately
poised” since the lives of so
many Indians are at stake.

Sources said it is “work in
progress” and theintentisto get
as many Indians out of the
blocked waterway — there are

Bill on ‘unlawful’ conversion

rights of children born from
such marriages, the Maharash-
tra Bill specifically defines the
religion of the child, a feature
not explicitly mentioned in
many similar laws enacted in
recent years.

“Any child born out of mar-
riage or relationship in the na-
ture of marriage, caused due to
unlawful conversion shall be
deemed tobelongtothe religion
of mother before such marriage
or relationship in the nature of
marriage,” states the Bill.

It also mandates that those
intending to change their re-
ligion must give 60 days prior
notice tothe district magistrate
and submit post-conversion
declarations. It prescribes
prison term of seven years and
fine up to Rs 5 lakh for viol-
ations, with stricter punish-
ment of 10 years and Rs 7 lakh
fine for repeat offences.

If the Bill is passed, Maha-
rashtrawill become atleast the
tenth state in recent years to
enact alaw regulating religious
conversions. Among the states
that have passed similar laws
are: Jharkhand (2017), Uttarak-
hand (2018), Himachal Pradesh
(2019), Uttar Pradesh (2020),
Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh
(2021), Haryana and Karnataka
(2022), and Rajasthan (2025).

Citingthe absence of sucha
law and increased instances of
“unlawful” religious conver-
sion, including mass conver-
sions, the Maharashtra govern-
ment had constituted a special
panel to study legal issues re-
lated to religious conversion
and examine laws enacted by
other states.

The panel, which included
the Director General of Police
(DGP), had recommended en-
acting the Maharashtra Free-
dom of Religion Act.

According to the statement
of objects and reasons attached
tothe Bill, although the Consti-
tution guarantees freedom of
religion, the right is not abso-
lute and is subject to public
order, morality and health.

Besides specifying the re-
ligion of the child born from
such a marriage, Section 5 of
the Bill also stipulates that the
child will have inheritance
rights to the properties of both
parents according to the appli-
cable succession laws. The
child will also be entitled to
maintenance under Section
144 (order for maintenance of
wives, children and parents if
any person with sufficient
means neglects or refuses to
maintain them) of the Bhara-
tiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS). The Bill provides that
custody of the child will remain
with the mother unless the
court directs otherwise.

The Bill has provided that
“unlawful” conversion in-
cludes converting a person
through allurement, fraud, co-
ercion, misrepresentation,
undue influence, influencing
through education or other

methods. It has also expanded
the scope of “allurement” toin-
clude glorifying one religion
over another, portraying the
customs, rituals, ceremonies or
any part of areligioninaharm-
ful manner in comparison with
another.

The Bill has widened the
scope of “allurement” beyond
material benefits of money, gift,
employment, better lifestyle
alongwith free educationinin-
stitutions run by a religious in-
stitution, divine healing and
promise of marriage.

As per the Bill, “coercion”
includes threats of divine dis-
pleasure, social boycott, intimi-
dation, or threats to life, prop-
erty or reputation, along with
any form of physical or psycho-
logical pressure.

The Bill treats conversion
through fraud or misrepresen-
tation, orimpersonation as un-
lawful. Thisincludes situations
where a person conceals their
religious identity, misrepre-
sents the nature of religious be-
liefs or practices, or misleads a
person about the purpose of a
religious activity.

It identifies certain cat-
egories as vulnerable, includ-
ing women, minors and
members of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes. Conver-
sions carried out by exploiting
such vulnerability would at-
tract stricter penalties.

The Bill also states that ifa
person converts another
through marriage or under the
promise of marriage, the con-
version would be treated asun-
lawful. Where a marriage is
undertaken solely for the pur-
pose of religious conversion,
the Bill provides that acompet-
ent court may declare the mar-
riage null and void.

The proposed law intro-
duces a system of prior declar-
ation forindividualsintending
to change their religion. Any
person wishing to convert must
submit a written notice to the
district magistrate at least 60
days before the proposed con-
version. The notice must in-
clude personal details includ-
ing age, occupation, address,
present religion, the religion
they intend to adopt, and de-
tails of the proposed conversion
ceremony.

After receiving the notice,
the district magistrate or an
authorised officer may conduct
an inquiry to determine
whether the proposed conver-
sionisvoluntary and not the re-
sult of coercion, fraud or in-
ducement. The district
administration may also seek a
police inquiry and invite objec-
tions regarding the proposed
conversion.

The Bill further requires
that after the conversion cer-
emony, both the individual
who has converted and the per-
son or organisation conducting
the ceremony must submit a
declaration to the district auth-
oritieswithin 60 days. The dec-

laration must contain detailed
informationincludingthe con-
vert’s name, age, occupation,
address, parents’ names, the re-
ligion previously professed, the
religion adopted, the date and
place of conversion, and the
procedure followed during the
ceremony. District authorities
will record such declarations
and maintain an official reg-
ister of conversions. If the dec-
laration is not submitted within
the prescribed period, the con-
version may be treated as in-
valid under the law.

The legislation defines
“mass conversion” as the con-
version of two or more persons
simultaneously. Such cases
would attract stricter punish-
ment under the proposed law.

Offences under the Bill
would be cognizable and non-
bailable, and investigations
would be conducted by a police
officer not below the rank of
Sub Inspector.

Complaints regarding “un-
lawful” conversion may be filed
by the person who has con-
verted, their parents, brother,
sister or any other person related
by blood, marriage or adoption.
For “unlawful” conversions, the
Bill prescribes imprisonment of
seven years and a fine of Rs 1
lakh. Where the offence involves
a minor, woman, a person be-
longingtothe Scheduled Castes
or Scheduled Tribes, or those
with unsound mind, the fine is
increased toRs51akh. Mass con-
versions will attract punishment
of sevenyearsofjailtermand Rs
Slakh fine.

“It shall be mandatory for
the police officer in charge of
the police station to register a
complaint made by any person
related by blood, marriage or
adoption. If the police officer is
satisfied that the conversion is
made or is being made in
contravention of the provisions
of the Act, then he shall take
suo motu cognizance of such
contravention,” the Bill states.

The proposed law provides
stricter punishment for repeat
offenders, including an indi-
vidual or an organisation, with
imprisonment up to 10 years
and fines up to Rs 7 lakh. If an
institution or organisation is
found to have facilitated “un-
lawful” conversions, the gov-
ernment may cancel its regis-
tration and withdraw any
financial assistance or grants.

The Bill also places the
burden of proof on the person
who conducted the conversion,
requiring them to establish that
the conversion was voluntary
and not carried out through co-
ercion, fraud orinducement. In
addition, provisions have been
included for the rehabilitation
of individuals who have been
subjected to forced or fraudu-
lent conversions. Victims may
be provided assistance for reha-
bilitation, maintenance sup-
port and protection in matters
relating to the custody of
children.
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around 800 Indian seafarerson
28 ships stranded in the Strait of
Hormuz.

While Iran maintains
Tehran hasnot closed the Strait,
sources said that insurance
companies have not been guar-
anteeing the movement of
ships in the last two weeks be-
cause of the volatile situation.

Fathali said, “We have a
good relation with the Govern-
ment of India, and our officials
talked yesterday with the In-
dian government and its offi-
cials. I think we should pray to
Allah toremove all the obstacles
in different fields. As for your
question, we will try our best to
remove the problems. I think
you canexpectgood newsinthe
near future.”

Asked about the phone con-
versations between leaders of
India and Iran over the last few
days, he said they have had
“sood conversations”.

“And Mr (Narendra) Modi
and Mr (Masoud) Pezeshkian
believe that they should try
their best. Because several
times we have announced that
we don’t want war, but we are
ready for war. Iran re-entered
the negotiations with the
United States, but unfortu-
nately they disturbed and de-
stroyed the negotiations. Now
we are saying to all the govern-
ments that Iran doesn’t want
war, but Iran is ready for war,”
Fathali said, adding, “Iran
prefers peace.”

Oppnotice

seeks CEC’s
removal

Sabha and 50 members in the
RajyaSabha. Thisisthefirsttime
a notice is being moved for the
removal ofa CEC.

However, the Opposition’s
move is largely symbolic, given
theruling NDA’s clear numerical
advantage inboth the LokSabha
and Rajya Sabha. But it has
political significance asit comes
daysbeforethe ECisexpectedto
announce the Assembly elec-
tion schedule for the states of
West Bengal, Assam, Keralaand
Tamil Nadu, and the Union Ter-
ritory of Puducherry.

According to sources, the
Opposition has listed several
chargesagainstthe CEC, includ-
ing “proven misbehavior”, “par-
tisan and discriminatory con-
duct”, “SIR exercise and mass

3 ¢¢

disenfranchisement”, “compro-
mised appointment”, “obstruc-
tion of investigation into electo-
ral fraud and SIR”, “contempt of
Supreme Court”, and “failure to
maintain independence”.

Speaking to reporters inside
the Parliament complex, TMC’s
Lok Sabha MP Mahua Moitra
said the required number of sig-
natures have been collected.
“We have got more than enough
numbers,” she said.

The TMC, led by West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee, hastaken
the initiative for the move agai-
nst the CEC, with senior party
MPsbeingat the forefront of col-
lecting signatures of Opposition
MPs. While the SIR has re-
mained a contentious exercise
in several states, it has been es-
pecially controversial in Bengal.
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Market sinks 5% in aweek,
logs worst 4-yr weekly fall

The rupee also closed at a
record low of 92.46, down 26
paise, against the dollar.

Foreign institutional inves-
tors pulled out Rs 10,716 crore
(around $ 1.16 billion) from the
cash market on Friday, accord-
ing to exchange data. FIIs have
taken out Rs 56,800 crore ($ 6.14
billion) in March so far.

Crude oil prices have re-
mained above or around the
$100 per barrel mark over the
last few days as supply has been
disrupted due to the conflictin
West Asia. Refineries across key
oil markets such as Iran, Qatar
and the UAE have been hit as
part of the conflict, forcing the
shutdown of large capacities.

Iran has unofficially main-
tained a chokehold on the Strait
of Hormuz, a key trade water-
way through which 20-25 per
cent of the global crude oil
supply is transported. The Ira-
nian military has also targeted
multiple ships attempting to
navigate through the waterway,
including at least one India-
bound ship.

The situation hasled to a
shortage ofliquified natural gas
in several parts of the country,
and the potential impact of the
exorbitant crude prices on cor-
porate earnings have caused
jitters in the market. Crude is
among the most essential raw
materials across a host of indus-
tries. Itisalso the biggest costin
India’simport bill, thus putting
the rupee too under pressure
against the dollar.

“While our forex reserves
can help us to manage price
risk, availability of energy
supply isachallenge. Till there

isvisibility about the reduction
in severity as well as length of
the conflict, downward move-
ment in the market is likely to
persist,” said Nilesh Shah, MD
and CEO of Kotak Mahindra
Asset Management Company.

The benchmark equity in-
dices—BSE’sSensexand NSE’s
Nifty 50 — may fall another 2-5
per cent from current levels if
the war extends for another
couple of weeks and crude
prices remain above the $100
perbarrel mark, accordingto G
Chokkalingam, founder of
Equinomics Research.

The India VIX index, which
indicates volatility in the mar-
ket, remained elevated on Fri-
day. The index shot up almost
14 per cent during the week to
levels last seen when US Presi-
dent Donald Trump first an-
nounced sweeping reciprocal
tariffs in April 2025.

All sectoral indices of NSE
ended deepinthered onFriday.
Metals lost five per cent, while
automobiles and public-sector
banks fell nearly four per cent.
Broader markets also closed the
session in the red but fared
better than the benchmark in-
dices over the week. The NSE’s
small-cap indices have fallen
around four per cent over the
week, while the mid-capindices
have lost around 4.5 per cent.

Theunderperformanceisnot
limited to Indian markets, with
high crude prices sending shock-
waves across global bourses, too.
The US markets have lost as
much as two per cent over the
week. Asian markets such as
South Korea, Japan, and Hong
Kong fell up to three per cent.

Condemn attacks on
Iran: Tehran to Delhi

targeted by Iran, condemned
the attacks and thanked them
for looking after the Indian
community “in these difficult
times”.

On Thursday night, Modi
spoke to Iran’s President Mas-
oud Pezeshkian and expressed
“deep concern over the escala-
tion of tensions and the loss of
civilian lives as well as damage
to civilian infrastructure”.

In a post on X following the
phone call, Modi said he “urged
for dialogue and diplomacy”
and “reiterated India’s commit-
ment to peace and stability”.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar also spoke to hisIra-
nian counterpart Seyed Abbas
Araghchi Thursday night —
their fourth conversation since
the outbreak of hostilities on
February 28. In a post on X Fri-
day, Jaishankar said they “dis-
cussed bilateral matters as also
BRICS related issues™.

The BRICS grouping has
Brazil, Russia, India, Chinaand
South Africa (the original five),
along with Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and
Indonesia. Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, which host US bases
and personnel, have been tar-
geted by Iranian missiles and
drones. The fact that all three
countries are in the BRICS has
made diplomatic navigation
difficult for India.

India, which holds the rota-
tional presidency of the group-
ing for 2026, is expected to host
the summit of BRICS leaders

later this year.

A readout by the Iranian
government in Persian said
Araghchi “briefed” Jaishankar
on the situation arising from
the “aggressions and crimes
committed” by the US and Is-
rael’s “Zionist regime” against
Iran and its “consequences on
the stability and security of the
region and the world”. He em-
phasised the “firm will” of the
Iranian government, people
and armed forces to exercise
the “legitimate right to self-de-
fence against the aggressors”.

Araghchi, the Iranian read-
out stated, emphasised the
need for international and re-
gional forums and organisa-
tions to “condemn military ag-
gression  against Iran”.
Underlining the “importance
of the role and position of
BRICS” as a forum for develop-
ing multilateral cooperation, he
considered it necessary for this
institution to play a “construc-
tive role” at the “current junc-
ture to support the stability and
security of the region and the
world”.

According to the Iranian
readout of the phone call, Jai-
shankar, while announcing In-
dia’sreadinesstodevelop bilat-
eral and multilateral
cooperationinregional and in-
ternational forums, also em-
phasised the importance of
“finding a way to strengthen
stability and sustainable secur-
ity in the region as a collective
need”.

L_etBLOs focus ontask: Delhi CEO

The Election Commission
of India (ECI) carried out the
SIR in Bihar between June and
September last year, and noti-
fied the second phase of the ex-
ercise, covering nine statesand
three Union Territories, in Oc-
tober. The final roll for Uttar
Pradesh is yet to be published.

On February 19 thisyear, the
ECIwrote to CEOsof another17
states and five UTs, including
the NCT of Delhi, where the
next (third) phase of SIR is ex-
pected to commence in April,
directing them to complete
preparatory work relating to
the exercise at the earliest.

On March 10, the CEQO’s of-
fice wrote to the Delhi Director-
ate of Education, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD),
New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC), and Department of
Social Welfare: “Presently,
mapping of electors of electoral
roll-2025 isbeing done vis-a-vis
electorsof year2002, whichisa
crucial exercise before start of
actual SIR and has to be com-
pleted in a time bound
manner.”

BLOs are required to con-
duct house-to-house visits in
their assigned polling booth
areas to collect details from
voters and verify them against
earlier records. Migrants from
states all over the country come
to live and work in Delhi, and
this exercise is expected to pres-
ent challenges.

The ECI has directed that
BLOs should carry out this
work after their regular hours at
government schools or offices,
and on Sundays and other holi-
days.

However, the CEO’s office
said, many BLOs in Delhi were
not conducting these house-to-
house visits after their regular
work hours.

“On enquiry, it has been
found that BLOs are assigned
additional work by their parent
department to be performed
after office hours,” the letter
stated.

“In view of the above”, the
letter said, “you are requested
to kindly direct all the officials
under your jurisdiction who
have been deployed as BLOs to

perform their BLO duties after
office/ school hours on a daily
basis.”

Additional work should not
be assigned to these officials
after office hours during the
preparatory phase of the revi-
sion, the CEO’s office said.

The Election Commission
had ordered the SIR on June 24
last year, breaking from the past
two decades during which no
intensive revisions had taken
place. Instead, electoral rolls
have beenrevised annually and
before each election by adding
toand deleting names from the
existing rolls.

Aspart of the SIR, the ECI is
preparing the rolls afresh, with
the last intensive revision in
each state as the base year.

The process has been con-
troversial, with opposition
parties accusing the ECI of
playing a partisan political role
by trying to eliminate certain
groups of voters, and have chal-
lenged the SIR in the Supreme
Court. The ECThasdenied alle-
gations of bias and partisan-
ship.
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2020 NORTHEAST DELHI RIOTS CASE

Courtrejects
pleaseeking
FIR against

Kapil Mishra

Nirbhay Thakur
New Delhi, March 13

A DELHI court on Friday dis-
missed a petition seeking the
registration of an FIR against
Law Minister Kapil Mishra in
connection with the 2020
Northeast Delhi riots.

“The submissions of the
counsel for the applicant that
(an) FIR be registered for the
incident dated 23.02.2020
against proposed accused no. 2
and his associatesislegally im-
permissible at this stage in view
of the findings laid down
in...the order passed by the
Special Judge (PC Act), CBI-09
(MPs-MLAs cases), Rouse Av-
enue District Court, New
Delhi,” said Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate (ACJM)
Ashwani Panwar of the Rouse
Avenue Court.

Headded, “The findings are
binding on this court and have
attained finality. The Special
Judge has further held...that
Section 531(2)(a) of the BNSS
does not apply in this case.
Even this finding has attained
finality.”

Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Panwar rejected the
pleaby Yamuna Vihar resident
Mohammad Ilyas who sought
registration of a FIR against
Mishra on allegations that he
took part in the riots.

ACJM Panwar’s prede-
cessor had earlier directed the
Delhi Police to investigate

Mishra's alleged role in the
riots.

That order was set aside by
the Sessions Court whose ob-
servations ACJM Panwar relied
upon.

Earlier, AJJM Panwar’s pre-
decessor, ACJM Vaibhav Chau-
rasiya, had found Kapil
Mishra’s police interrogation to
be insufficient, noting contra-
dictions in his statements re-
garding the delivery of aspeech
that was at the centre of contro-
versy related to the riots.

His order dated April 1, how-
ever, was challenged by two
separate revision petitions —
one filed by the State and the
other filed by Mishra himself.
Last year,on November 11, both
petitions were disposed of and
directions for further investiga-
tion passed by the ACJM were
set aside.

While setting aside the di-
rections, the Sessions court had
said : "To initiate legal action,
the application should have
clearly disclosed the commis-
sion of a cognizable offence,
which it lacks. To assume cog-
nizable offence, the ACIJM re-
lied analogies and inferences
from Kapil Mishra's question-
ing in the larger conspiracy
case.”

In 2020, communal viol-
ence had rocked Northeast
Delhi between February 24 and
26,leaving 53 people dead, over
500 injured, and property
worth crores damaged.

LG Taranijit Singh Sandhu meets
Police Commissioner Satish
Golchha at Lok Niwas,on Friday.
X/@SANDHUTARANJITS

LG meets DDA
vicechairman,
top cop; reviews
key challenges

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 13

ADAY aftertakingchargeasthe
Lieutenant Governor (LG) of
Delhi, Taranjit Singh Sandhu hit
the ground running by holding
meetings with DDA vice chair-
man and Delhi Police chief on
Friday.

“Officerswhocametocallon
him were in for a surprise when
the LG started discussing in de-
tail the sectorsthey represented
and the services they were de-
livering,” said a source whowas
part of the meeting.

The LG also called on Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu at Rash-
trapati Bhawan, where he also
took a round of the Amrit
Udyan. Further, he called on
Vice President C P Radhakrish-
nan at the VP enclave, officials
said.

In his meetingwith the DDA
vice chairman, the LG discussed
sector specific issues as well as
key challenges and opportun-
ities related to the authority,

alongwith initiativesunderway |

toenhance access and transpar-
ency, officials added.

While meeting Delhi Police
Commissioner Satish Golchha,
the LG reviewed challenges re-
lated to security, law and order
and cybercrime, among others.
“Had a good discussion with
Satish Golchha, Commissioner
of Police, DelhiPolice, at Lok
Niwas. Reviewed challenges re-
lating to security, law & ordet,
cybercrime and emerging un-
conventional issues, and dis-
cussed responses including in-
novative approaches,” Sandhu
said in a post on X. He also met
MCD Commissioner Sanjeev
Khirwar and discussed issues
like waste disposal, and improv-
ingtransparency and efficiency
inthe civicbody'slicensingand
enforcement activities, officials
said.

Don’t have Pink Saheli card yet?
No need to panic, women can still
travel free on buses, says DTC

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, March 13

THE DELHI Transport Corpot-
ation (DTC) Friday clarified that
women residents can continue
to travel free in its buses using
the existing pink paper ticket
systemuntil they obtain the new
Pink Saheli Smart Card. It also
urged women not to panic or
rush to collect the cards, assur-
ingthat the distribution process
will continue gradually across

the city.
“The Government of NCT of
Delhi, through DTC, has

launched the Pink Saheli Smart
Card (National Common Mobil-
ity Card) forwomen residents of
Delhitoenable freetravel in DTC
busesinamoretransparentand
digital manner. Thisinitiative is
partofthe national vision of ‘One
Nation, One Card’, promoting
seamless and interoperable mo-
bility across public transport sys-
tems,” officials said.

Launched on March 2 by
President Droupadi Murmu,

these cards restrict free travel in

DTCand cluster busestowomen
and transgender residents of the
Capital. Thisisunlike the system
launched by the previous AAP
government in 2019, where all
women — even those who were
not residents of Delhi — could
travel for free on buses run by
DTC and cluster bus services.

Officialssaid eligible women
residents of Delhi can obtainthe
Pink Saheli Smart Card free of
cost from designated counters
established by DTC across the
city.

The government has set up
50 such counters at bus depots,
DM and SDM offices. “Women
commuters are advised not to
worry or rush, as the card dis-
tribution will continue smoothly
over time and all eligible bene-
ficiaries will be able to obtain

‘Will speed up desilting ops’: CM
unveils 4 amphlblous excavators

New Delhi: CM Rekha Guptaon
Friday launched four amphibi-
ous excavator machines as the
government aims to remove
over 10 lakh metric tonnes of
silt before monsoon at Badusa-
rai Bridge, Najafgarh drain and
Pankha Road drain.

The CM also underlined
that the machines will help
clean Yamuna.

“These machines will sig-
nificantly speed up and im-
prove desilting operations, re-
moval of garbage, and clearing
of water hyacinth from the
drains. The moveis expected to
improve water drainage capac-

CM Rekha Gupta with Minister
Parvesh Sahib Singh at the
event on Friday. x/@GUPTA_REKHA

ity and help reduce waterlog-
ging during the monsoon sea-
son,” said the CM. ENS

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 13

NEARLY A week after a 26-
year-old was Kkilled in West
Delhi’s Uttam Nagar allegedly
over adispute with neighbours
over throwing of a water bal-
loon on Holi, the Delhi Police
has launched a crackdown
against social media accounts
spreading rumours regarding
the incident.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) Kushal Pal
Singh said that police took seri-
ous note of misleading and in-
flammatory content on social
media.

Asocial mediaaccount, said
police, allegedly uploaded a
video on March 10, appealed for
financial assistance by raking
up emotions in a misleading
manner, shared a QR code and
collected Rs 37 lakh within just
two days.

The police traced the QR
code-linked account and con-
tacted bank officials, asking
them to block credit and debit
transactions. They have also
requested that the account be
frozen. The police are now in-
vestigating whose name the
bankaccountisregistered, said
officers.

Another 22 social media ac-
counts, officers added, have
been identified that were con-
stantly posting misleading and
provocative videos.

Twenty-six-year-old Tarun

different extra mural projects,

For the detalled specifications of the posts,
application format and other terms and conditions, please see our
Advt. No, NCCS/IPMC/P-01/2026 under Project Positions, in
Careers {ab, on our website (www.nccs,.res.in). For any updates,
please check our website, (Hindi, English & Marathi version of this
advertisement is available on our wabsita).

Director (Additional Charge), NCCS

Security presence was
heightened in the area after the
incident. FiLE

Kumar was beaten to death on
March 4 amid a brawl on the
day of Holi with neighbours in
Uttam Nagar.

Alongwith investigating the
murder case, the police have
also been monitoring social
media platforms to curb misin-
formation. Based on this, a case
has been registered under the
IT Act.

Duringthe investigation, 14
accounts on X (formerly
Twitter) were identified. Simi-
larly, eight provocative posts
were found on Instagram. The
police have contacted the social
media platforms and requested
them to remove all such con-
tent, said officers.

DCPSingh said that spread-
ing false information or rumors
onsocial mediaisapunishable
offense under the law. The po-
lice have warned that strict ac-
tion will be taken against those
involved.

ONAL CENTRE FOR CELL
SCIENCE, (NCCS) PUNE

(An Autonomous |r|5t:lut|c|n of the Department

of Biotechnology, Government of India.)
Savitribai Phule Pune University Campus,
Pune = 411007,

Advt. No.: NCCS/PMC/P-01/2026
SUB: WALK IN INTERVIEWS FOR PROJECT
POSITIONS UNDER EXTRA MURAL PROJECTS

Candidates interested, are invited for Walk in Interviews for different
pasitions to be filled purely on temporary basis at NCCS, under

the prescribed

JMC and M.Com.

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY OF HARYANA

(Centre for Distance & Online Education)

ADMISSIONS OPEN
Academic Session: lJanuary 2025-26

Applications are invited for the following
courses under ODL Mode for M.A. Hindi, M.A.
in the Academic Session
January 2025-26. The Applications are to be
submitted through the online till 30 March,
2026. For detailed information, please visit
www.cuh.ac.in and cdoe.cuh.ac.in.

Registration Link :
https://cuhcdoeadm.samarth.edu.in/

Registrar

NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITY
AND JUDICIAL ACADEMY, ASSAM

(ESTABLISHED BY ASSAM ACT NOXXV OF 2008)
HAJO RDAD, AMINGADN, GUWAHATI-7B1031

their cards conveniently,” said
officials. “Itisimportant to note
that women can continue to
travel in DTC buses using the

existing Pink Paper Ticket sys-
tem, even if they do not possess
the Pink Saheli Smart Card,” it
added.

ENERGY FOR EVER

SISl
IREDA

ONCE IREDA ALWAYS IREDA
(A Navreatna (PSE)

Advt No. NLUJAAESTTIF/IRECRUITMENT/UAS-UMS/2026/001 Date:13.03.2026
RECRUITMENT NOTICE

National Law University and Judicial Academy, Assam inviles

applications for the following Reqular / Permanant positions:

W e oo T et

1 |Finance Officer 01 UR

2 |Deputy Registrar (Academic) 01 UR
Administrative Officer 01 UR

1-5C (Assam) & 1-UR

System Operator

01 OBC / MOBC (Assam )|

Library Restorer

2
a
4 | Junior Administrative Assistant e
5
B

01 OBC fMOBC (Assam)

7 |Cook cum Attendant

D1 UR

Last Date for receipt of Application: 30.04.2026

For further details, minimum qualifications, experience and
application form please visit www.nluassam.ac.in

Sd/- Registrar

Recruitment No.: IREDA/RECRUITMENT/HR/01/2026

INDIAN RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY LIMITED

(A Government of India Enterprise)
CIN: L65100DL1987G0I1027265

Regd. Office: 1! Floor, Core-4A, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road, New Delhi -110003
Tel.: +91-11-24682206-19, Website: https://www.ireda.in

of application fees

Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) is a ‘Navratna’, Schedule ‘A" category CPSE, 71.76%
owned by Government of India, under the administrative control of Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE).

IREDA invites applications from dynamic, result-oriented and competent professionals for filling up 32 vacant posts,
on regular basis for its various offices.
For further information, please refer detailed advertisement available in

“Careers” section on IREDA website https://www.ireda.in

Commencement date and time of online submission of application and
online payment of application fees

Last date and time of online submission of application and online payment 314 April 2026 (Friday), 17:00 Hrs.

14" March 2026 (Saturday), 10:00 Hrs.

General Manager (HR)

the campus on Thursday morn-
ing, police said.

As per preliminary probe,
Harshit Swami — a BTech Civil
Engineering student - lived at
New Vindhyachal Apartment
with his mother, who had gone
toher native place two days ago.
Nosuicide note hasbeen found,
officers said.

According to police, a PCR
call was received around 8.35
am at Kishangarh police station
regardingthe death. When a po-
lice team reached the spot, the
student was found hanging
from a ceiling fan with the help
of astole. He was declared dead
by doctors at the IIT Delhi hos-
pital, they added.

Amit Goel, DCP (Southwest),

Headmistress

children.

Teacher

English/Hindi.

children.

over to the family,” he added.

Based on a written com-
plaint filed by the security of-
ficer of IIT Delhi, a case of abet-
ment of suicide has been
registered, the DCP said.

Inastatementissued on Fri-
day, the IIT expressed “deep sor-
row over the tragic and un-
timely demise” of the student.
“The Delhi Police are investigat-
ing the tragic incident... In this
hour of grief, the institute stands
with the bereaved family and is
providing them all support,” it
added.

Earlier in the day, Dean of
Student Affairs B K Panigrahi
wrote tostudents and faculty in-
formingthem ofthe death. “His
family has already arrived... A

'COAST GUARD KINDERGARTEN NOIDA

WE ARE HIRING

Preschool Headmistress and Teachers
We are open for an interview!

* Post Graduate degree (Preferably in Early Childhood Education/Child
Development/Education/ Psychology) from a recognized university.

= Diploma in Montessori teaching.
* Minimum of 5 years of experience in teaching and handling KG School

* Graduate or equivalent diploma in Montessori teaching/ Nursery education.
* Knowledge of English and ability to converse fluently and teach in

* Minimum of 2 years of experience in teaching and handling KG School

'taﬂdm for submission of CV is 23 March 2026

requested to reach out to the
multiple counselling avenuesin
our system if you need help in
coping with this tragedy.”

The incident comes amid
growing concern aboutstudent
well-being across IIT campuses.
InJanuary,a PhDstudentatIIT
Kanpur had died after he alleg-
edlyjumped from the sixth floor
of a residential building on the
campus. Following the inci-
dent, the Union Education Min-
istry, onJanuary 22, constituted
a three-member committee to
review cases of student suicides
attheinstitute and recommend
measures to prevent such inci-
dents and strengthen mental
health and well-being support
systems.
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Accompanied by : 8. Varadarajan, Neyveli B Venkatesh, Ragini Shankar,
Abhishek Mishra, Ojas Adhiya, Suresh Talwalkar, Vinay Mishra

Master of Ceremonies - Sunit Tandon

For more information, contact ;: Shivika 9530298192, Rajiv 9899465865

SPIC MACAY : 41/42, Lucknow Road, Delhi -

110 054 www . spicmacay . org

Curtain Raizser, Golden Jublloe Year of SPIC MACAY

(A statutory body under the aegis of Ministry of Health and Farnll'!.r Weltare, Gol)
Changsari, Kamrup, Assam-781101, Website: www.alimsguwahati.ac.in

File No. 2-378/2023-24/ AlIMS/GHY [Esst/Deputation/P1-1/4171
VACANCY NOTICE FOR PROJECT CELL AND NON-FACULTY POSTS ON

deputation basis,

DEPUTATION BASIS

AlIMS Guwahall inviles application in the pre-scribed proforma for the following posts on

Date: 28.02.2026

No| Memwolwpost |omy| Pl (Gse ______[Foun
| Medical Superintendent A | Level 14 as per the 7th CPG (Fls 144200-216200) + NPA | 1
2 Supenniending Engineer A | Level 13 as per the 7th CPC (Rs 123100-215800) 1
q Registrar A | Level 12 as per the 7th CPC (Rs 78800-209200) 1

4. | Nursing Superintendent | A [ Level 11 as per the 7th GPC (Rs 67700-208700) | 2
"1 P.sslt-lﬂl;t_ﬁan_'lﬁamlm' v Drn{:ﬂr ' E. .L!.avel T an. [aEr Ilw r1l| CF’G n:l-'ls MQI:II:I 1d.r’t1ﬂﬂil KT
B Mﬁrlhuﬂ ﬁtr:{ ounts Officer B Level _." As per |_I_1r-j fth LrF-‘I'."-.fH.J JM‘_EIF_][J_1-1._J4EI|:1__:|" it -3
7 ﬂﬁﬂﬁldrll Store ﬂf‘iﬂ:ﬂ' B Lavel 7 as paer the Tth CPC (Rs 44800-142400) J
F_3. Librari '1..|1 Grade- ] B Ln'-:r{_ll 7 as per the Tth Eﬁ-‘i‘ (Rs d-ﬁﬂﬂf] Idﬁ-‘;ﬂﬁ;l J
g 1‘rl'-'-1tu bE‘EfE|r1F}' B t:wr'-l f a8 per Ilm r1l1 F‘F‘I.'_.. -:I't- 44900- 1r1.1‘-1-i]-:}:| !
m F’&r_.nrml .ﬁ.ﬂ.smnnl EI|.. : Lr;n.u.:ul 6 as par thn '.-'||| G F'G |F|‘.-a "ﬁduu | l'?dl‘:ln] i
" F"A o Pr Inrlml 151 .I?. Level & as per the ’.’II1 EF‘{‘ [FH 354 I’.'IEI 112400 |
12.|  Pharmacist Grade-| B | Lovel B as per the 7th CPG (Rs 35400-112400) 2
13. sanitation OHicer B Leved 6 as per the 7th CPC (Rs 35400-112400) 1
14 Uppar Division Clark C Lavel 4 as per tha Tth CPC (Rs 26500-81100) 4
Total 20

For details of recruitment |.a. application form, eligibility criteria, desirable qualifications/
gxpanence, cormigendum/addendum and el¢., will be uploaded only on the official wabsite
www.alimsguwahati.ac.in & Candigates are advised to check website regularly for updates
Applications completed in all respect along with CRs, Vigilance clearance, Integrity Certiticate
etc. should ba sent through proper channel to Asst. Administrative Officer, All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Guwahati, Changsari, Kamrup, Assam -781101. The last date for submission
of application through proper channel for posts on deputation basis and online application for
Accounts Officers on Direct Recruitment basis will be 30 days from the date of publication of
advertisement in Employment News.

Sd/-
Executive Director,
AlIMS, Guwahati
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RTI RESPONSE

Inaccurate location
tracing, immediate
dismantling: Why
stolen phones often
remain ‘untraced’
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* DATA FROM 18 RESPONSES TO RTIs FILED BY THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Nirbhay Thakur &
Pragynesh
New Delhi, March 13

ONNOVEMBER 25lastyear, ad-
vocate Anzar Ahmed (53) wason
his way home when the iPhone
he had just bought for his 21-
year-old son was snatched by a
biker near Tara Apartments,
which is a kilometre-and-a-half
from the Govindpuri police sta-
tion. It has been over three
monthssincethen; the phoneis
yet to be traced.

Anzar's story is not an out-
lier, it is the standard Delhi ex-
perience with phone recovery
numbers being dismal.

Data collated from 18 RTI
(Right toInformation) responses
received from police districts
based on queriesfiled by TheIn-
dian Expressrevealsastaggering
gap between the number of
phones stolen in 2025 and the
number of phones recovered
during the same period.

The main reasons behind
this? Police pointed to
snatchers immediately throw-
ing away SIMs after a theft, and
breaking up the phonesin parts
as well as the phones crossing
borders. Also, even if location
of phone is traced, it’s seldom
precise, they said.

From January 12025 to Ja-
nuary 1 2026, while 76,811
phones were stolen in Delhi -
this translates to about 210
phones everyday - only 8,749
(11%) were recovered. In North-
west district alone, 8,474
phones were snatched — an
average of 23 per day — in 2025.
Just 5% found their way back to
their owners.

Data on the Sanchar Saathi
App portal, which allows IMEI
tracking and blocking of lost or
stolen phones anywhere in
India, shows that Delhi had an
overall recovery rate of 3.81%,
with just over 22,000 mobile
phones finding their way to
theirowners. Onthe other hand,
9.37 lakh mobile phones were
blocked, and 594 lakhtraced.In
Delhi, only 9.03 lakh people are
using the application.

“One of the major issues
with tracking stolen phones is
dismantling them for parts. In
the black market, separate
parts are sold at a higher price
than the phone itself, as the
parts can be re-sold to repair
shops. So, snatchers immedi-

ately throw away SIMs and
break up the phones in parts,”
a cyber police officer said.

A senior officer added, “We
get different types of locations
when tracing calls - A type, E
type and C type. If calls have
been made from the phone, we
get a A type location, which
about 10-14 m from where the
phone is located. But if no call
hasbeen made, and only Inter-
net has been used from the
phone, we geta Ctypelocation,
which shows a 150 m to 200 m
radius where the phone could
be. Also, the accused keep mov-
ing, which makes it extremely
difficult to trace the phones.”

In case of E type location,
the phone could be located
anywhere within 20-40 m of
the given location, police said.

The cyber police officer
maintained thatevenif phones
are tracked over a long period
of time, they often end up
crossing borders. “The phones
are smuggled to Nepal and
Bangladesh in bulk from India.
Oncethey cross, it’simpossible
to track them. These phones
are also used to execute cyber
scams, and then dumped im-
mediately,” the officer said.

“Italsodepends on the tower
location of the SIM company.
For example, Jio gives very ac-
curate locations. Also, the
phone needs to rest in an area
forabout 35-40 minutes foritto
give a precise A type location.”

Aworrying trend, especially
in the past year, has been ‘SIM
SWAP’: transfer of money from
online payment apps of victim
after their phones have been
stolen.

“Snatcherstake out the SIM
from the stolen phone and put
itin another device. They then
call service providers as the
owner of the SIM, and convince
them to transfer the number to
anew SIM card they own. They
then use that SIM card to gen-
erate OTPs, open payments
apps, change passwords and
transfer money,” a cyber police
officer said.

The officer added that en-
abling two-factor authentica-
tion on apps is the least users
could do to insure privacy in
case of a theft. “Also, people
who use Apple devices should
never turn off their ‘find my de-
vice’ feature. It’'sa huge helpin
tracing phones.”

WAR IN WEST ASIA
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(Left) Empty cylinders lie besides a sack of coal outside Zahra, a restaurant in Shaheen Bagh; rush at Zakir Nagar’s Madina Chicken Corner, which reopened after three days due to LPG shortage. ABHINAV SAHA

Chief Secy seeks rationalised use of LPG

Eateries hit during Ramzan -
too few cylinders, too costly in
the black market, say owners

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 13

DELHI CHIEF Secretary Rajeev
Verma on Friday directed the
Food and Supplies (F&S) depart-
mentto prepare a plan toensure
rationalised usage of commer-
cial LPG (Liquefied petroleum
Gas)in Delhi—-based on specific
needs of all sectors — as and
when the Union Ministry of Pe-
troleum & Natural Gas (P&NG)
makes available additional
quota of the fuel for the city.

This was after Additional
Chief Secretary-cum-Commis-
sioner (F&S) Prashant Goyal, at
a high-level meeting, high-
lighted a few cases in Delhi
where shortage of commercial
LPG has been reported follow-
ingthe disruption of supplies of
petroleum due to the war in
West Asia.

“It was decided that a plan
for rationalised usage of fixed
quota of commercial LPG in
Delhi based on specific needs,
may be prepared by F&S De-
partment in discussion with
the Divisional Commissioner
and Delhi Police. This may be
used as and when Ministry of
P&NG makes available addi-
tional quota of commercial
LPG in Delhi,” reads the min-
utes of the meeting that was at-
tended by Verma on Friday.

Also, the document stated
that the Power department has
been asked to move the Minis-
try of Power and Ministry of
P&NG to ensure uninterrupted
supply of gasto power plantsin
Delhi. “The quantity erstwhile
fixed for the power plants

Additional Chief Secy highlights a
few cases in Delhi where shortage
of commercial LPG was reported

should not be curtailed under
any circumstances."

The meeting was attended
by representatives of F&S and
Revenue departments, Delhi Po-
lice, Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
poration Limited, Indraprastha
Gas Limited, Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited, Indian Oil
Corporation Limited and State
Logistics Cell, among others.

Verma went on to issue a
slew of directions to the con-
cerned departments and urged
representatives of oil and gas
marketing companies to pro-
vide daily report on supply and
stock of fuel.

Accordingto the minutes of
the meeting, F&S department
was directed to monitor the
situation closely by coordinat-
ing with all concerned depart-
ments/agencies to avoid black
marketing of LPG cylinders.

“Theservices of field officers
be used extensively for keeping
watch on supplies, replenish-
ment centres, godowns etctoas-
sist oil and gas companies in
streamlining booking process
and delivery mechanism of LPG
cylinders,” itadded. The field of-
ficers will also pay surprise visits
to such godowns. “Police and
Revenue departments were
asked to keep a close watch on
hoarding, black marketing and
diversion and take stringent ac-
tions,” read the document.

This comes amid the Delhi
Police suspending all leaves of
its personnel with immediate
effect and starting the process
todeploy staff round-the-clock
outside LPG cylinder ware-
houses.

“Leave requests willnow be
sanctioned only in cases of
genuine emergencies to main-
tain heightened readiness,” a
senior officer said.

Police have also asked all
district deputy commissioners
(DCPs) to identify ware-
houses/godowns storing LPG
cylinders and deploy personnel
round-the-clock to prevent any
untoward incident, said of-
ficers.

Accordingto the minutes of
Friday's meeting, “preventive
detention” of hoarders should
be done as and when required.
Further, the F&S department
will issue a press release every-
day to counter rumours about
LPG/0il/CNG/PNG availability
in Delhi to prevent “panic buy-
ing”. The department, along
with police and others, shall
keep a close watch on social
media and “immediately
counter any negative nar-
ratives”, it added.

Verma, meanwhile, di-
rected that PNG (Piped Natural
Gas) connections be promoted
where the PNG network is
available.

Drishti Jain
New Delhi, March 13

IT’S20 minutes to 6.29 pm, the
time for Iftar on the last Friday
before Eid. In the narrow
streets of Zakir Nagar, motor-
cycles roar past, their riders
rushing to get home. Mo-
hammed Sarwar stands nextto
a huge aluminium container,
surrounded by asmall crowd of
customers, racing against time
to pack orders for Iftar — half
plates of chicken lollipop and
quarters of fish fry.
Mohammed Sarwar’s shop,
Madina Chicken Corner, has
been running for the past 11
years. Business is usually brisk
during Ramzan —but on Friday,
Sarwar had opened his shop
after afull three days. He did not
have a choice — he had run out
of cooking gas. “You need LPG
to cook every item on the
menu... Today, I finally gotacyl-
inder from my sister who lives
in Seelampur,” Sarwar said.
Amid the panic-booking
and hoarding of LPG asthe war
inthe Middle Eastrageson, cyl-
inders have been available in
the black market — but the
prices, Sarwar said, were unaf-
fordable, sometimes as high as
Rs 3,000 per cylinder.
Sarwar’s dilemma isn’t
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Prices of food items have
spiked at Zaika. ABHINAV SAHA

unique. Several other eateriesin
Zakir Nagar have also been hit
bythe gasshortage during Ram-
zan, the month in which many
people visit, often from faraway
neighbourhoods, for the famous
nahari, chapli kebabs, and
Afghani samosas. The rush be-
gins with Iftar and continues
until Sehri, the pre-dawn meal
thatis eaten around S am.
Sarwar’s neighbour is Javed
Famous Nahari, whichisindeed
very famous. The restaurant has
been running for the past 35
years, but this Ramzan, oper-
ations have been impacted by

the uncertainty about LPG cyl-
inders. “This hasbeen goingon
for a week, and today we have
noteven prepared food for Sehri,
the cooking for which should
have been over by now. We are
getting a few cylinders from
home and buying some in the
black market. We don’t know
how things will be over the week-
end, which is the busiest time.
Dishes like korma and nahari
need prolonged slow cooking,”
owner Javed Baig said.

In Shaheen Bagh, Zaika, a
well known Mughlai food outlet,
isstruggling tomanage with half
the LPG supply it needs, and is
considering curtailing the
menu. “Instead of the 4-5 cylin-
dersthat we need, we're getting
only about two, thattoo at black
market prices sometimes touch-
ing three or four thousand ru-
pees. There can be no compro-
mise with the cooking of our
chicken and mutton burra, so if
the shortage continues, we will
be forced to stop making some
items on the menu,” said the
owner of the restaurant.

Zaika has been forced to
raise the prices of its rolls by
Rs 10, and that of tea by Rs 5.
Pieces of white paper with the
revised prices written on them
have been stuck on the red
menu card.

Incorrect angles, uneven distribution: PWD to study CCTV network '

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, March 13

THE PUBLIC Works Depart-
ment (PWD)is planningto con-
duct a comprehensive study of
the existing network of CCTV
camerasinthe Capital to assess
how they can be better utilised
to help prevent criminal activ-
ities and assist in investiga-
tions, PWD Minister Parvesh
Sahib Singh said on Friday.
Delhi currently has more
than 2.81akh CCTV camerasin-
stalled by PWD, most of which
were installed during the AAP
government’stenure. Singh said
the government planstoreplace
the camerasinstalled in Phase1
of the project, during 2018-19.
“Delhi at present does not

necessarily need more cameras.
Whatit needsisbetter planning,
maintenance and redistribution
of cameras in terms of angles
and locations,” Singh said.

Pointing out that at several
places, cameras have been in-
stalled at incorrect angles, he
said, “Instead of coveringalarger
area, some camerasare directed
only towardsthe doorofahouse.
So, we have to fix this.”

Singh said the government
planstoappoint a consultant to
study all the 2.81akh camerasto
assess proper utilisation, actual
requirements and their effec-
tiveness in crime prevention.

“About14lakh cameraswere
installedin Phase1(bythen AAP
government),and many of them
have now become obsolete.

oStudy of existing cameras

AIM: Better utilisation, check for incorrect angles,
replace damaged and outdated cameras

2.8lakh 12,000

Footage given by
PWD to police

Cameras under
PWD

50k new CCTVsbeinginstalled, tendersin progress

®|P-based bullet cameras with
512 GB SD cards, improved
clarity and night vision,
protective cages to be mounted
on poles to safeguard cameras.

®The system will be supported
by 5,000 solar panels with
lithium-ion batteries, providing

14 hours of back-up

®0ver 12,100 UPS units with
maintenance-free batteries will
provide back-up of 30 minutes.

®Most cameras in markets,
roads, residential colonies and
business centres to record
footage for 30 days.

These were procured through a
Chinese company, which also
raises security concernsbecause
the datafeed could be misused,”
the minister said.

“So, instead of adding more
cameras, we will find out how
many are damaged or not func-
tioning, assess storage capacity
and accordingly recommend
replacements,” he added.

Highlighting the uneven dis-
tribution of cameras across the
city, Singh said, “There are
places that have no cameras at
all, whilein some areas, multiple
cameras have been installed
within a radius of 1 km, often
with incorrect angles. Similarly,
some areas have a high density
cameras and somedon't.”

He added that with agencies

like Delhi Police, NDMC, MCD
and othersalsoinstalling CCTV
cameras these days, the study
will assess whether the cameras
installed by PWD are being
underutilised in areas where
other agencies have also de-
ployed surveillance systems.
Officials said Phase II of in-
stallation of CCTV cameras -
takenupduringthe AAPregime
—isstillincomplete, with around
9,000 cameras yet to be in-
stalled. The existing cameras are
maintained by Bharat Elec-
tronics Limited, a central gov-
ernment company, they added.
“The existing cameras are SIM-
card based and store feeds lo-
cally. The plans is to to shift to
Network VideoRecorder (NVR)-
based systems,” said an official.

e QUESTIONS OVER LAND OWNERSHIP, CIVIC CONCERNS AT HEART OF PROTEST

Why residents are opposmg 40() -bed pvt hospitalin GK 1
L

Ankita Upadhyay
New Delhi, March 13

FOR OVER two years now, a
group of residents at Greater
Kailash 1 (GK-1)in South Delhi
have been protesting against
the construction of a 400-bed
hospital by the Medanta group
near Archana Complex.

Why? They say the area al-
ready has a number of big hos-
pitals and another one will only
increase traffic and parking
woes, create additional pressure
on civicinfrastructure and gen-
erate more biomedical waste.

Even as a petition filed last
year by residents, raising objec-
tions over the ownership of the
land and project approvals, is
being heard in the Delhi High
Court, the construction at the
site has been ongoing.

The protests first began in

2023 and have been held more
frequently since last July.

Rajiv Kakaria, the RWA
chairperson in GK-1, says,
“Within a radius of 3-4 km,
Max, Apollo, Escorts, Holy
Family hospitals and AIIMS are
located. Building another 400-
bed hospital in the middle of a
residential colony will only in-
crease traffic, pollution and
commercialisation.”

Instead, Kakaria says, resi-
dents want the land to be used
for a community facility for
elderly citizens. “Thisisa 60-to
70-year-old colony with many
senior residents. We have been
demanding public utilities for
the past 30—-40years. Thisland
could have been given for a
community centre or other fa-
cilities for residents,” he adds.

Kakaria — the lead peti-
tioner on behalf of Greater Kail-
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Residents at a recent protest against the project. express

ash Residents’ Association
(GKRA) which has moved HC
— underlines that a special
committee was formed from
within the residents’ body to
examine the legal records re-
lated to the land. He says the
disputed site comprises two

plots of roughly one acre each.
“One plotisowned by MCD and
the other by DLF... but both
were given on perpetual lease
following a settlement agree-
ment between the twoin1989.”

Residents have argued in
the HC that the project violates

conditions of the original lease
agreement. “One of the lease
conditions clearly states that
whatever activity takes place
on the plot should not cause
nuisance to the neighbours. A
400-bed private hospital in the
middle of a residential colony
will inevitably create disturb-
ance,” Kakaria says.

The Medanta group did not
respond to queries raised by
The Indian Express.

Renu Rosha, a member of
GK-1RWA says they have raised
the matter with public repre-
sentatives too. “We have given
representation to MLA Parvesh
Sahib Singh, MP Bansuri Swa-
raj, MLA Shika Roy and former
L-G (VK Saxena),” she adds.

Theresidents are now plan-
ning to meet Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta.

The protestsintensified after

residentsbegan examiningland
records. Kakariasaid someindi-
viduals claiming ancestral
ownership of the land ap-
proached them with documents
suggesting that parts of the prop-
erty may not have been legally
transferred decades ago. “They
brought records going back 200
to 300 years, including the orig-
inal village maps showing that
this was an agricultural land
with adrain and a water body.”

The RWA subsequently filed
multiple RTIs and examined
revenue documents. Kakaria
says, “When we checked the
documents, some of the khasra
numbers did not appear in the
ownership records of DLF. Ifthe
ownership itself is disputed,
then how were all the construc-
tion permissions granted?”

“Our next court hearing is
on April 7” he adds.
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Credit Sharing

TRINAMOOL CONGRESS’S
RajyaSabha MP Derek
O’Brienon Friday took the
Members by surprise when
he began his speech by con-
gratulating House
Chairman and Vice-Presi-
dent CP Radhakrishnan for
ensuring that more
members were able to raise
issues of publicimportance
duringZero Hour. “All
thankstoyou,” said the MP
before addingthat some
credit foritalso goestothe
Opposition and Treasury
Benches. The Vice-
Presidentimmediately re-
plied that as an Opposition
MP he could take the entire
credit for the “cooperation”,
drawinglaughter from the
Trinamoolleader and other
Members of the House.

Under Watch

THE CONGRESS high com-
mand is particularly
irritated with a senior party
leaderin Bihar. Theleader
had “close ties” with former
Bihar Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan, who was
recently replaced by Lt Gen
(Retd) Syed Ata Hasnain.
The Congress leader regu-
larly met Khan when he was
the Governor against his
party’swishes, said
sources. Now with the new
Governor taking charge, the
Congressleadershipinthe
Capital has asked multiple
leadersinBihartokeepa
close watch onthe senior
leaderin question.

Caught
Off Guard

A MADHYA Pradesh
government delegation, led
by Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav, faced an awkward
moment on Thursday dur-
ingtheir visit to Krishi Bha-
wan for ameeting with
Union Agriculture Minister
and former Madhya
Pradesh chief minister
ShivrajSingh Chouhan. The
Minister, who also holds the
Rural Development
portfolio, raised concerns
over protocol issues faced
by awoman official from
the Rural Development
Ministry who often visits
the state. Chouhanislearnt
to have expressed dissatis-
faction over the conduct of
some state officials. Mad-
hya Pradesh’s Rural Devel-
opment Minister Prahlad
Singh Patel and senior offi-
cials from his department,
who were present atthe
meeting, were taken aback
by Chouhan’s rebuke. A
MadhyaPradesh
government official, how-
ever, disputed the claims
regarding protocol
violation and presented the
state official’s version of the
incident, said sources.

Cash crunch pushes Vijay’s pa

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, March 13

ACTOR VIJAY launched the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) promising to challenge
the DMK, the AIADMK, and the
BJP as an independent force.
Butjustbefore the elections, an
online meeting on Friday con-
vened by party organiser Bussy
Anand to appoint constituency
coordinators turned intoan un-
expected reality check: many
districts reported their inability
to find candidates with the
roughly Rs 5 crore considered
necessary to contest polls. This
led a majority of leaders at the
meeting to raise the idea of an
alliance, something that was
once considered unthinkable
in the party.

While the party has no
shortage of aspirants on papet,
very few potential candidates

I

MODI IN ASSAM

PM hands over land

rights to tea workers

Express News Service
Guwahati, March 13

AMID FUEL pressures with the
war in West Asia, speaking at a
function in Guwahati Friday, PM
Narendra Modi claimed thatthe
Bharatiya Janata Party-led NDA
government in the country has
worked to develop India’s refin-
ingcapacity thatitcan “take care
notonly ofitsown energy needs
but also of the energy require-
ments of the world.”
Hewasspeakingat an event
in Assam, where he laid the
foundation stones for develop-
ment projects worth around Rs
194800 crore and released the
22nd instalment of the PM-
KISAN scheme for over 9.3 crore
farmers. At the event, he also
flagged off the process of giving
land rights to tea garden
workers in the housing or la-
bour lines within the estate
premises, with 28,241 families
receiving it in the first phase.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with CM Himanta Biswa Sarmaiin
Guwahati, Assam on Friday. pri

Modi claimed that measures
by the government for the wel-
fare of farmers such the PM-
KISAN scheme, crop insurance
and loans, have helped protect
farmers from international
crises. “Because of COVID-19
and the wars that followed, the
prices of fertilisers had in-
creased in the international
market. It had also become dif-

Centre sets conditions
for states toreceive Jal
Jeevan Mission funds

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, March 13

DAYS AFTER the Union Cabi-
netapproved extending the Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM) until
2028, the Centre has set four
conditions that must be ful-
filled by the states to receive
funds, putting safeguards amid
concerns over irregularities in
theimplementation of the rural
tap water scheme.

This was conveyed by the
Centre to the states during a
video conference with stateson
Friday. The video conference,
chaired by Union Jal Shakti
Minister C. R. Patil, attended by
Ministers of Public Health En-
gineering Department
(PHED)/Rural Water Supply
(RWS) and Panchayati Raj De-
partments of States and Union
Territories. The meeting dis-
cussed the implementation
roadmap of JJM 2.0.

“The release of Central
funds under JJM 2.0 will be
strictly conditional upon
States/UTs meeting four man-
datory compliance require-
ments. These include: signing
the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU); creation of
Sujal Gaon IDs to ensure com-
plete digital mapping of all
rural water supply schemes;
timely financial reconciliation,
and notification of State oper-
ation & maintenance (O&M)
policies,” said an official.

The official said that the
Centre has shared a copy of the
MoU with all the statesand UTs
and they havebeen asked tosign
the same as soon as possible so
that funds can be released on
time. Some of the states includ-
ing Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Uttar Pradesh expressed
their willingness to sign the
MoUs soon, said the official.

The official said that states
have been told clearly that the
Centre will release funds up-
front only in case of single vil-
lage schemes (SVS) under the

can meet whatleaders describe
as the informal financial
threshold required to run a
competitive campaign.

“The minimum expectation
internally is that a candidate
should be able to mobilise
around Rs 5 crore. In many con-
stituencies, we simply don’t
have people who can spend that
kind of money,” said a district
leader who attended the meet-
ing. Thistriggered acandid con-
versation amongthe roughly 130
districtleadersatthe meeting. A
senior TVK functionary said
about three-fourths of the par-
ticipants spoke in favour of ex-
ploring an alliance “because we
cannot find candidateswhocan
fund their own campaigns”.

The financial question was
not the only issue raised at the
meeting. A leader from Pudu-
kottai district said a former
AIADMK minister had made

¢ Conditionsinclude

SIGNING the Memorandum of
Understanding

CREATION of Sujal Gaon IDs to
ensure complete digital mapping
of all rural water supply schemes

TIMELY financial reconciliation

NOTIFICATION of State oper-
ation & maintenance

JIJM. In case of multi village
schemes (MVS) the Central
funds will be released only after
reviewing the Detailed Project
Reports, the official said. How-
ever, in case of those MVSwhich
are in quality affected or water
scarcity areas, a relaxation will
be made, the official added.
During the meeting, Patil
released the Sujal Gaon ID, a
scheme-based unique digital
identifier that enables com-
plete digital mapping of rural
piped water supply assets. So
far, 1.64 lakh Sujal Gaon IDs
across 31 States/ UTs have been
created, linked to 67,000 Suja-
lam Bharat IDs. Each Sujalam
Bharat ID integrates the
scheme’sinfrastructureID and
service arealD, creatingacom-
prehensive digital footprint of
rural water service delivery.
Addressing the meeting,
Patil urged the states to ensure
timely completion of schemes
and strengthen on-ground
monitoring. Patil said that the
conditions in the MoU are a
way forward for bringing in the
structural reforms and should
be followed in letter and spirit.
The safeguards are signifi-
cant in view of Centre’s crack-
down on widespread irregular-
itiesinthe JJM implementation.
On Tuesday (March 10), the
Union Cabinet on Tuesday ap-
proved an additional allocation
of Rs1.511lakh crore for the JJM
till 2028.

TVK founder Vijay

an informal approach with the
idea of an alliance. Once that
information was shared, the
discussion widened into what
one participant described as “a
Pandora’s box of opinions”.

Some leaders argued that
the party might have little
choicebuttoalign with alarger
coalition if it wanted to contest
effectively. Others questioned
the political message such a
move would send.

“Why will people vote for the

ficult to procure fertiliser in for-
eign markets. But the central
government tried itsbest tostop
this crisis. The same bag of urea
which is available in the inter-
national market for Rs 3,000,
our government hasgiven same
bag to its farmers for only Rs
300.The government has spent
more than Rs12lakh crore from
itstreasury on this, ” he said.

Nehru would have
made Kanshi Ram
UP CM, says Rahul

Maulshree Seth
Lucknow, March 13

LEADER OF Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, said
on Friday it was the shortcom-
ings of the Congress that created
aspace for Kanshi Ram and that
India’s first Prime Minister Ja-
waharlal Nehru would have
made the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) founder chief minister of
Uttar Pradesh if he were alive.
Addressing a ‘Samvidhan
Sammelan’ (Constitution con-
ference) at the Indira Gandhi
Pratishthan in Lucknow to mark
Kanshi Ram'sbirth anniversary,
the Congress MP and former
party president said the late Dalit
icon's struggle and vision had a
deep impact on Indian politics,
and that he raised the voice of
marginalised communities.
“Today we remember Kanshi
Ramiji, hisstruggle and his vision.
Social justice requires a deter-
mined political fight rather than
mere slogans,” Gandhi said.

Reflecting on therise of Kan-
shi Ram, Gandhi said the Con-
gress had its own share of short-
comingswhich created space for
the BSP founder to emerge as a
powerful leader. “Ifthe Congress
had doneits work properly, Kan-
shi Ramji mightnothavebeena
success. And if Jawaharlal
Nehruwere alive, Kanshi Ramji
would have been the chief min-
ister of Uttar Pradesh,” headded.

Linking Kanshi Ram’s
politics with the ideas of BR
Ambedkar, he stressed the
need for education, organisa-
tion and struggle to ensure rep-
resentation of Dalits, backward
classes and minorities in the
country’s power structure.

Claiming that the represen-
tation of marginalised commu-
nities in India’s institutions and
corporate sector remained abys-
mally low, he reiterated that the
Congress would demand a na-
tionwide caste census to ensure
their fair participation in govern-
ance and decision-making.

Mamata sets up development boards
for five communities ahead of polls

Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, March 13

AT A time when she and her
party are facing blowback fol-
lowing President Droupadi
Murmu’s recent remarks, West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee
on Friday announced that the
state government intends to set
up five new cultural and devel-
opment boards for various Adi-
vasi, backward class, and Dalit
communities.

The boards would be estab-
lished for people from the
Munda (Scheduled Tribe), Kora
(ST), Dom (SC), Kumbhakar
(Other Backward Class), and
Sadgope (OBC) communities.
These join more than 20 such
boards established for various
communities in the state.

While the TMC hailed the
announcement, Opposition
parties said these boards had
been announced with votes in
mind before the Assembly elec-

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee

tions, and like the previously
established boards, these too
would not serve their commu-
nities. The BJP alleged that this
was Banerjee’s way of doing
damage control after President
Murmu, during a visit to Sili-
guri last weekend, asked why
the CM or her ministers had not
received her and questioned
why the venue of a Santal com-
munity event that she was in
the city to address had been
shifted. This had led to a bitter
exchange between the TMC
and the BJP, which accused her

of violating protocol.

On Friday, Banerjee posted
onX, “Iampleased toannounce
that our government intends to
constitute five new Culturaland
Development Boards for the
Munda (ST), Kora (ST), Dom
(SC), Kumbhakar (OBC), and
Sadgope (OBC) communities.
These communities areintegral
tothevibrant fabricof Bengal...”

“These boards will protect
their unique languages and
traditions while ensuring better
education, healthcare, andjobs.
They will safeguard customary
rights and bring further socio-
economic growth. Since 2013,
we have established many such
boards for our weaker commu-
nities, ensuring their all-round
development,” the CM wrote.

The latest boards illustrate a
larger trend that characterises
West Bengal politics since the
last years of the Left Front gov-
ernment: the rise of identity
politics.

RSS meet begins with tributes
toits critics Nallakannu, Patil

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, March 13

THE RASHTRIYA Swayams-
evak Sangh (RSS) on Friday
paid tributes to several public
figures — includingideological
opponents such as Congress
leader and former Union home
minister Shivraj Patil and vet-
eran Communist leader R Nal-
lakannu — as its top decision-
making body, the AKhil
Bharatiya Pratinidhi Sabha,
began a three-day meeting in
Haryana’s Samalkha.

The meeting, being held at
the Madhav Srishti campus in
Patti Kalyana from March 13 to
15, will see all the top leaders of
the RSS, including RSS chief
Mohan Bhagwat and general
secretary Dattatreya Hosabale,
along with representatives of all
associate organisations discuss

TVK if the CM candidate is EPS
(ATADMK chief Edappadi K Pa-
laniswami)?” a leader asked.
Others wondered whether the
AIADMK-NDA alliance would
be willing to accommodate Vi-
jay’s original demand for power
sharing. “Will Vijay at least be of-
fered a Deputy CM post?” asked
another participant.

For many in the party, the
dilemma runs deeper than
campaign logistics. Vijay has
spent months attacking both
the DMK government and the
BJPinspeechesthat drewlarge
crowds. An alliance with the
same forces he criticised could
appear to contradict that mess-
age. “Going with the AIADMK-
BJPalliance goes against every-
thing Vijay has said in his
speeches,” said a party leader.

“At a time when Vijay is
facing a CBI inquiry in connec-
tion with the Karur stampede
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RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat and general secretary Dattatreya
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the progress made by the Sangh,
its goals for the future and con-
temporary issues affecting the
country. Among those remem-
bered was Patil, who served as
Union home minister during
the 26/11 Mumbai attacks and
had to resign in its aftermath.
Nallakannu, a senior CPI
leader from Tamil Nadu who

case, and when discussions
around his personal life, all of
that formed the invisible back-
drop of the meeting. It made the
atmosphere more confused and
vulnerable,” said a district sec-
retary who was at the Friday
meeting.

The question many party
workers are now asking privately
iswhytheleadershipdid notan-
ticipate this earlier. “How could
aparty preparingforanelection
suddenly realise it doesn’t have
candidates with resources? This
is something that should have
been assessed months ago,” a
district secretary said.

Multiplesourcesinthe TVK,
the AIADMK, and the BJP said
therehad been no pressure from
the BJP for Vijay to join the al-
liance. A senior BJP leader said
recent developments, including
the controversy over the censor
certification of Vijay’s film Jana-

passed away this February at
the age of 101, had been a
strong critic of the RSS. Other
figuresincluded environment-
alist Madhav Gadgil, environ-
mental activist Saalu Marada
Thimmakka, archaeologist KN
Dikshit, actor Dharmendra
and former Mizoram governor
Swaraj Kaushal.

rty to consider alliance option

nayagan and the Karur stam-
pede investigation, were not
politically orchestrated.

The BJP leader said talks
with the TVK had been held
through informal contacts.

But AIADMK leaders said
their party was cautious about
the idea of an alliance with
Vijay. A former AIADMK min-
ister said EPS harbours reserva-
tions about sharing power. I
don’t think EPS will agree to
power sharing even if Vijay de-
cidestojoinus,” he said.

For the TVK, an alliance
could lead to new dilemmas.
Someleadersestimate thatifthe
party eventually joins forces
with the AIADMK, Vijay might
settle for around 40 to S0 seats,
similar to the arrangement the
ATADMK had with Vijayakanth’s
DMDXK for 2011 Assembly polls.
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BAC meet: Opp seeks
discussion on West
Asia crisis, govt
says it may consider

Both Houses to
take up pending
legislative matters
on March28 &29

LizMathew
New Delhi, March 13

WITH THE government deny-
ingdebates over the functioning
of External Affairs, Defence and
Commerce ministries, the Op-
positionisnow pushingforadis-
cussion on the West Asia crisisin
both the Houses. In the Business
Advisory Committee (BAC)
meeting on Friday, the govern-
ment did not commit to a de-
bate, but said it can consider the
Opposition demand.

Parliament will have a four-
daybreak nextweek (March19to
22) on account of Ugadi and Eid
festivals. To take up the pending
legislative business, the BAC
meeting, chaired by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, hasdecided to
convene both Houses on March
28 (Saturday) and 29 (Sunday).

Sourcessaid the government
wantsto pass the pendingInsol-
vency and Bankruptcy Code
(Amendment) Bill, which was
introduced in the Lok Sabha in
Augustlastyear. The Bill seeksto
reduce delays, maximise value
forall stakeholders and improve
governance of all processes
under the Code.

In the meeting, sources said,
the government informed the
Opposition that it is ready to
have a discussion on the func-
tioning of the ministries — Rail-
ways, Agriculture and Farmers
Welfareand Home. The Opposi-

tion leaders pointed out that
they had demanded a dis-
cussion on the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, which, they said, was
significantin the wake of the on-
going conflict in West Asia and
its impact on the Indian econ-
omy as well as lives of people
here. The Speaker suggested
there could be a discussion on
the West Asia conflict under
Rule 193 (short duration dis-
cussion on urgent matters). Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju told them that he
would get back after discussing
with the top leadership.

The RajyaSabha has already
discussed the functioning of the
Ministry of Environment, For-
ests and Climate Change and
Rural Development. Sources
said the government informed
the Opposition that it could also
consider debates on the func-
tioning of the Ministries of
Health & Family Affairs as well
as Sports. The Lok Sabha is ex-
pected to guillotine the de-
mands for grants of the undis-
cussed ministries on March 18.

The opposition hasbeen try-
ing to persuade the Speaker to
revoke the suspension of eight of
their MPs, who have beenssitting
on a protest outside the Makar
Dwar since February 3.

On Friday, Congress leader
Kodikunnil Suresh raised thede-
mand in the BAC meeting and
the Speaker said the matter
could be discussed with the gov-
ernment. In the afternoon,
Union Ministers Amit Shah,
Rijiju and Piyush Goyal were in
the Speaker’s chamber for some
discussion. Sources in the Lok
Sabha secretariat said the matter
of the revoking suspension will
come up on Monday.

Economic stabilisation
fund to help deal with
unanticipated crisis: FM

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, March 13

FINANCE MINISTER Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday said the
Rs1lakh crore Economic Stabil-
isation Fund will helpin dealing
with the impact of an unantici-
pated crisis like the ongoing
conflict in West Asia.

Replying to a debate on the
second batch of supplementary
demands for grants in the Lok
Sabha, Sitharaman lashed out at
the Opposition, saying they
were taking “irresponsible posi-
tions”. Later, the supplementary
demands for grantsentailingan
additional outgo of Rs 2.01lakh
crore were approved by the
House by a voice vote.

“Itisironic that even while
am speaking about how the
Government is preparing itself
to face unexpected events, in-
cluding supply chain dis-
ruptions and issues related to
LPG, the Opposition is not will-
ingto listen to reply,” she said.

The second batch of supple-

mentary demands for grants
provides for inter-account
transfers of Rs 11akh crore for
the creation of an Economic Sta-
bilisation Fund. As per the docu-
ment, the net cash outgo to-
wards this fund will be Rs
57,381.84 crore, and the remain-
ingamount will come from sav-
ings. She said the government
has strengthened its macro-
economic framework, which
has helped India to absorb the
economic shocks of various na-
tures without deviating from
the fiscal consolidation road-
map. “The Economic Stabilisa-
tion Fund will provide fiscal
headroom to allow India to re-
spond toglobal headwinds such
as the recent crisis, unantici-
pated supply chaindisruptions,
unexpected shocks to sub-sec-
torsinIndian economy and any
other event that may have sig-
nificant fiscal implications. So
in anticipation of what cannot
be anticipated, we are coming
up with Economic Stabilization
Fund," she said.

LPG crisis fuels uproar
in LS, adjourned twice

Jatin Anand
New Delhi, March 13

CHAOS CONTINUED in the
LokSabha on Friday, which was
adjourned twice amid non-stop
protests and multiple heated ex-
changes between the Opposi-
tion and Treasury benches over
the LPGsituation and hikeinits
price due to the ongoing West
Asiaccrisis.

Between the two adjourn-
ments, around 70 opposition
members gave notices to the
Presiding Officers of both the
Houses to move a resolution to
remove Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar from of-
fice.

Soon after Lok Sabha con-
vened, Opposition members
raise the issue of LPG situation
and price hike. Speaker Om
Birla warned them against dis-
rupting the Question Hour.

When the Opposition MPs
continued raising slogans ques-
tioning PM’s absence, Birlasaid
he was adjourning the proceed-

ingstill 12 noon.

When the House resumed at
12 noon, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju accused
the Congress ofindulgingin “in-
discipline” and “drama” and
warned the party to mend its
ways or face “severe punish-
ment” from the people.

“They should have reformed
after the very fruitful discussion
we had about (the motion to re-
move) the Speaker, but instead
they...are indulging in indisci-
pline ... Their leader himself is
doinganatak (drama) holdinga
glass and plate,” Rijiju said.

Asthe Opposition refused to
relent, the Chair adjourned the
proceedings till 2 pm.

The final leg of the proceed-
ings for the day saw FInance
Minister’s reply tothe debateon
Supplementary Demand for
Grants and The Appropriation
Bill, 2026 to authorise the pay-
ment of over Rs 2.81 lakh crore
for various capital and revenue
expenditures amid the protests
from the Opposition benches.
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Chhattisgarh:
741 LPG cylinders
seizedinraidsto
check hoarding

Press Trust of India
Raipur, March 13

A TOTAL of 741 LPG cylinders
were seized from 102 locations
across Chhattisgarh aspart ofa
crackdown on the hoarding
and black marketing amid West
Asia crisis, an official said on
Friday.

Teams from the Food De-
partment and district adminis-
tration have been conducting
surprise inspections at sus-
pected locations to curb hoard-
ing of domestic LPG cylinders,
an official release said.

“So far, 741 cylinders have
been seized from 102 places
across the state. Raipur district
recorded the highest number of
seizureswith 392 domestic LPG
cylinders confiscated, followed
by Bilaspur district where 130
cylinders were seized,” it said.

It said five LPG bottling
plants are operational in the
state adding that adequate
stock of domestic LPG was
available at these plants and
bottling was being carried out
at full capacity.

Two Indianskilled, 10 injuredas  Govt: BOOK LPG ()n]y if needed,

downed drone falls in Oman city

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March 13

THE GOVERNMENT said Fri-
day that two Indians were killed
and 10 injured during an attack
in Sohar city in Oman. This
raised the death toll of Indians
tofiveinthe warragingin West
Asia — three seafarers died
earlier. There are about one
crore Indians living and work-
ingin West Asia.

The Oman News Agency
(ONA) said, “A security source
has reported the downing of
two drones in Sohar Governor-
ate.One ofthe drones fellinthe
Al Awahi Industrial Area, re-
sulting in the tragic death of
two expatriates and several in-
juries.” The second drone fell in
anopenarea, where noinjuries
or material losses were re-
corded. “Competent author-
itiesare currently on-site hand-
ling both incidents and have
launched a formal investiga-
tion into the circumstances.”

Aseem Mahajan, Additional
Secretary, in charge of the Gulf
division in the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, said, “I wish to
share with all of you an incident

which has happened in Sohar
cityin Muscat today. There was
an attack, and in this incident,
two Indian nationals have died.
We express our deepest condol-
ences to their families.”

“Ofthellinjured, 10 are In-
dians. Out of them, five have
been discharged after receiv-
ing treatment, and S others
are receiving treatment in
local hospitals. None of them
are reported to have seriousin-
juries. Our mission is in close
touch with the company con-
cerned and local authorities,
and is rendering all assis-
tance,” he said.

Earlier, three Indian na-
tionals were killed and at least
one person was reported miss-
ing. Officials said all four In-
dian nationals were part of
crew on board merchant ships
plyingin the area.

“Our embassies in Oman
and Iraq and our consulate in
Dubai are working with local
authorities to have their
mortal remains transported
back to India at the earliest,”
officials said.

On Thursday night, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, in a

phone conversation with Iran’s
President Masoud Pezeshkian,
raised the issue of movement of
maritime traffic.

“The safety and security of
Indian nationals, along with
the need for unhindered transit
of goods and energy, remain In-
dia’s top priorities,” he said.

Aday earlier, Delhi had “de-
plored” the attack by suspected
Iranian fighters on an India-
bound ship in the Strait of Hor-
muz. The third Indian seafarer
to die was a crew member of a
US-owned oil tanker.

He was Kkilled after the
vessel came under attackin the
waters near Iraq’s Basra.

The Indian embassy in Iraq
said 15 other Indian crew
members of the ship were
evacuated. “On March 11,2026,
a US-owned crude oil tanker,
Safesea Vishnu, sailing under
the Marshall Islands flag, was
attacked near Basra, Iraq, in
which one Indian crew
member unfortunately lost his
life,” the Indian embassy inIraq
said on social media.

“The remaining 15 Indian
crew have since been evacu-
ated to a safe place,” it said.

Hostels, canteens brace for LPG shortage

at some of India’s hi

Soham Shah, Parul
Kulshrestha, Tanusree Bose
& Aryan Matthews
Ahmedabad, Jaipur,
Kolkata, Pune, March 13

AMONG SERVICES affected by
the shortage of LPG due to the
ongoing conflictin West Asiaare
hostels and messes of higher
education institutions in some
parts of India.

In Ahmedabad, a canteen
that caters tonearly 1,500-2,000
students on a daily basis at
Nirma University has sus-
pended larger meal optionslike
thalis, and will serve sand-
wiches and small plates from
now on because of the LPG
shortage.

The canteen manager, Jit-
endraSingh, told The Indian Ex-
press, “Today is our last day (of
using LPG cylinders). We will
cutitemsthatrequire moretime
tocookand useup gas,and have
suspended meal optionslike the
Punjabi and Gujarati thalis. Our
kitchen will instead prioritise
sandwiches and items made in
the oven.”

He said that the canteen,

gher

L

A worker arranges LPG cylinders at a godown in Mumbai. beepak JosHi

which caters to just one section
ofthe residential university, will
continue to stay open for the
“campus community” whilethe
situation stabilises.

In Kolkata, the canteen of
the century-old Hindu hostel of
Presidency University hasbeen
closed since Tuesday night due
to the shortage. The hostel
houses 120 students.

Hostel authorities said book-
ings have been made for new
cylinders and that it was not
clear how long it would take for
new supply to arrive.

Atthe Savitribai Phule Pune

University, Abhishek Sheklar, a
student representative on the
Mess Quality Control Commit-
tee, said, “I have just spoken to
the mess at the university, and
they said they have gas stock for
one or twomore days. After that,
they will have to shift to either
coal or wood-based stoves, as it
is not possible to cook food for
thousands of students on an
electric stove.”

A non-teaching member of
staff on the committee said,
“Vendors have told us that they
are facing pressure in cylinder
supply. They are asking if they

education hubs

can reduce one sabzi and serve
only one. We are taking stock of
the situation.”

In Rajasthan’s Kota, known
asthe coaching capital with over
1lakh students attending classes
in the city to prepare for com-
petitive exams, some hostels
and messes have begun experi-
encing issues, with some even
switching to using wood-based
stoves.

Naveen Mittal, president of
the Hotels Association of Kota,
told The Indian Express that if
thesituation continues, it will be
difficult to provide food for the
students.

Jasmer Singh, owner of the
Food Messin Kota, said there are
eight branches of the mess, in
which 250 LPG cylinders are
required monthly. Due to the
shortage, they have started
using firewood.

“Not everyone has such an
open mess to use a wood oven.
Hence, many mess owners have
shut down their messes, and
students are suffering because
they have paid monthly. We
need LPG cylinders or the econ-
omy will collapse,” said Singh.
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NOTICE FOR SETTING UP CAFE ON RENT
1. AOC AF Stn Palam New Delhi- 10 invites application to
run Café Shop in Rock View area on rent for a period of
one year extendable to three years. Opportunity open for
experienced vendors/entrepreneurs to operate a Café
Shop offering Ready-to-Eat and Flameless Cooking Menu.
Experience of setting up similar cafe in Defence
establishments for five years or above with innovative
menu ideas are welcome with documentary proof along
with application form. All participants (including Ex-
servicemen, civilians & govt. agencies) can apply however
preference will be given to war widows/widows of defence
personnel killed while on duty, disabled soldiers / ex-
servicemen and spouses / widows of ex-servicemen. Base
Price for the venture is Rs. 3000/- per month.
2. Blank applications can be collected from Ashray
Complex on Old Palam Road, Near |IOC Chowk, New Delhi
- 110010 from Monday to Sunday (1000 hr to 1700 hr)wef
15 Mar 26 to 28 Mar 26 on cash payment of Rs 200/- (non
refundable), Contact number - 9266531522. 9696328132.
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frfer 30.03.2026 7wg AT 05:00 T3 7 FraiiE £ #1715
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APPLICATION FOR ALLOTMENT OF CAMERO SI

REGIMENTAL SHOPS
1. Air Officer Commanding, Air Force Central Accounts Office, Subroto Park,

New Delhi-10 invites applications from War Widows/ Widows of Defence
personnel killed while on duty, Disabled soldiers/Ex Servicemen and
spouses/Widows of Ex- servicemen etc for allotment of under mentioned
shops in Subroto Park Complex at New Delhi.

1.1 Courier Shop at Ganga Complex- For Ex-Servicemen

1.2 Branded Milk Parlour Outlet at Sangam Complex- For Ex-Servicemen

1.3 Premium refreshment shop at Sangam Complex-For Ex-Servicemen

1.4 Frozen Foods & Non Veg Shop at Sangam Complex.- For Ex-Servicemen

1.5 Stationery Shop at Peter Complex- For Ex-Servicemen and civilian.

2. The applicable terms and conditions are mentioned in application form.

3. The application form is available from 16 March 26 at Service Institute,
AFCAO, Subroto Park, New Delhi-10 between 0800 hrs to 1400 hrs on
every day except Saturday, Sunday and holidays (Tele No.
011-25690477/23307359). The application form for tendering may be
collected on payment of Rs. 500/- per application. The last date of deposit /
receipt of completed application is 30 March 26 by 0900 hrs along with
EMD (Earnest Money Deposit) of Rs. 5,000/- (Rupees Five Thousand only).
The EMD should be in the form of Demand Draft drawn in favour of OIC
SI Fund, Payable at New Delhi. After scrutiny of documents, eligible
candidates will be intimated about the date and time of auction through
candidate provided E-mail and telephone number (both).
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Railway, Saharanpur (Ambala Division) for and on behalf of the President
of India from the registerad tenderar on website www.ireps.gov.in for the

iollowing work upto 11:00 hrs on the date of closing shown against the
work and will be openead thereafter:-

Open Tender No. | ELS-SRE-25-26-T-14

Comprehensive repairfrenewal of CCB brake
systam in 3-phase electric locomotives

.Hame of work

| Date of Closing/

| Opening 08.04 2026

|Approx. Cost. Rs.2.01,17.931.30
Ear_nest Hnnqy Ha._E.EEI.EDE].-'-

| Completion period |Eightean {18) Months
Validity period 60 days

'Free of cost' for downloading from IREPS &
F10000- for oblaining from Sr.DEETRS/SRE offica.

1. Tenderer(z) should have Class-|ll Digital Signature Cerfificate {o
participate in E-Tendering of Works Tenders.

2. lenderer are required to upload self-attested scanned copies of all
related eligibility documents as perconditions

3. Taxes & Charges will be applicable as per axtant rule.

4_Fordetails, please log on IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in

No. ELS-SRE-25-26-T-14

dtd. 13/03/2026

Cost of tender farm

B66/2026
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switch to piped gasifpossible

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 13

WITH THE war in West Asia af-
fecting India’s LPG imports and
oil marketing companies
(OMCs) swamped with bookings
for cooking gas cylinders, the
government Friday appealed to
consumers not to panic and
book cylinders only when
required. A senior Petroleum
Ministry official said the govern-
mentisensuring uninterrupted
cooking gas supply to house-
holds, and urged consumersliv-
ing in the vicinity of areas that
have piped natural gas (PNG)
connectivity to apply for house-
hold PNG connectionstoreduce
pressure on LPG supplies.
According to data shared by
Petroleum Ministry Joint Secre-
tary SujataSharma, average LPG
bookings by households aver-
aged at55.71akh cylindersinthe
April-February period of the cur-
rent financial year, but the
number jumped over 35%t075.7
lakh on Thursday, March 12.
Sharma attributed this to
panic booking behaviour due to

Petroleum Ministry Joint Secy
Sujata Sharma at the National
Media Centre in Delhi, Friday. p1i
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“misinformation” and “ru-
mours”. Despite the constraints
in LPG imports, the govern-
ment, she said, is prioritising
supplies to households. OMCs
are maintaining their earlier
average of over 50 lakh cylinder
deliveries per day and none of
the 25,000-odd LPG distributor-
shipsacrossthe country havere-
ported a “dry-out” - running out
of stock.

Shesaid there are roughly 60
lakh LPG-consuming house-
holds that have access to PNG
connectivity in their vicinity,
and they could apply for PNG
connections with the local city
gas distributor to take some

pressure off LPG supplies.

While India has over 334
crore householdswith LPG con-
nections, the number of house-
holds with PNG connections is
around 1.5 crore. Given the
requirement of connecting
homes with pipelines for PNG
connections, it remains unclear
how quickly a switchover from
LPG canbedone.

While India’s natural gasim-
ports have also been hit due to
the war in West Asia, the situ-
ationisrelativelybetter than that
of LPG. Moreover, the govern-
ment has passed an order to en-
sure continuous natural gas
supplies for household PNG
connections and compressed
natural gas (CNG) for vehicles,
while cutting gas allocation to
other sectors.

The effective halt in mari-
time traffic through the crucial
chokepoint of the Strait of Hor-
muz hassignificantlyimpacted
India’s LPG imports. The
country depends on imports to
meet around 60% of its LPG
requirement, and 90% of the
LPG imports come through the

Strait. This means that roughly
55% of India’s LPG consumption
volumes are currently unavail-
able.

Given the crisis, the govern-
ment has prioritised LPG
supplies to households over
commercial and industrial con-
sumers, ordered refiners to
maximise LPG production, and
directed themtodivert propane,
butane, and other streams from
petrochemical manufacturing
to LPG production. Sharmasaid
these measureshaveledtoanin-
crease of 30% in domestic LPG
production vis-a-vis pre-West
Asia conflictlevels.

On black marketing and
hoarding of LPG cylinders,
Sharma said the Petroleum Sec-
retary and Consumer Affairs
Secretary held discussions over
video conference with Secre-
taries of Food and Civil Supplies
departments of all states and
Union Territories. She said spe-
cificaction against cylinder theft
and hoardinghavealreadyled to
recoveries and arrests in states
like Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka,
and Madhya Pradesh.

Need Covid-like exemptions, pharma
industry urges ministries amid fuel curbs

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, March 13

THE CURBS on supply of LPG
and petrochemicals in view of
the West Asia conflict have im-
pacted pharmaceutical and
medical device industry, affect-
ing the manufacturing of even
the most common medicines
such as paracetamol and prod-
uctssuch asglovesand syringes.

Industry bodies and think
tanks have written to the Com-
merce Ministry, Petroleum and
Natural Gas Ministry and the
pharmaceutical department,
seeking exemptions such asthe
ones seen during the pandemic
— allowing the manufacturing
to continue consideringthemto
be “essential commodities™.

Earlier this week, the Com-
merce Ministry called ameeting
withtheindustrytoassessitsre-
liance on LPG and look for alter-
natives, according to personsin
the know of the matter.

Indian Pharmaceutical As-
sociation, Indian Drug Manufac-
turers Association and Feder-
ation of Pharma Entrepreneurs
have submitted their represen-

tations to the ministries, urging
them to prevent any disruption
or rationing of LPG and PNG
supply tothe pharmaceutical in-
dustry. Any disruption would
immediately impact the manu-
facturing of critical medicines
forthe country aswell asthe glo-
bal market, considering the
gasses are used for several criti-
cal processes in drug manufac-
turing, said sources.

An industry expert said:
“You need LPG for several
manufacturing processes such
as the boilers, granulation, ster-
ilisation among others. Most
MSMEs — which constitute a
large chunk of the industry —
completely depend on LPG or
PNG, whereasbigger companies
may have provisionstouseelec-
tricity for some of it.”

The government order to
curtail supply of certain petro-
chemicalsin favour ofincreased
production for household gas
supply has also hit the produc-
tion of several key medicines
and medical equipment. The
most urgent is refinery grade
propylene — needed for the pro-
duction of pharmacopoeia-

EXPLAINED

What's ‘essential
commodities’ tag

The government Monday
invoked the Essential Com-
modities Act to divert natu-
ral gas to “priority sectors”.
Essential commodities as
defined by the Actinclude
cattle fodder, coal, its deriv-
atives, automobile compo-
nents and accessories, cot-
ton and wool textiles, drugs
asdefined in Section 3 of the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
foodstuffs, iron and steel,
raw cotton, raw jute and any
other productlisted by the
Centrevia anotified order.

grade Isopropyl Alcohol (IPA),
which is needed for coating in
several commonly used medi-
cines.

The Reliance Industry re-
finery in Jamnagar, which pro-
vides the refinery grade propy-
lene, has already implemented

“BASAVARAJU KILLING OUR FAILURE... SONU’S A TRAITOR’
Will wind up armed ops if our party
legalised: Surrendered Maoist Devuji

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, March 13

THIPPIRI THIRUPATI alias De-
VUji, a top Maoist who surren-
dered last month after 44 years
of rising through Maoist ranks,
hastold TheIndian Expressthat
the killing of General Secretary
ofthe CPI(Maoist), Nambala Ke-
shava Rao alias Basavaraju, in
May 2025 was their “collective
failure”, and that the Maoist
leadership had considered mov-
ing him away from the jungles
before security forces got to him.

Devuji, who was a Politburo
and Central Committee
member and head of the Central
Military Commission of the
banned CPI (Maoist), surren-
dered last month, just weeks
ahead of the Home Minister
Amit Shah’s deadline of March
31,2026, to eradicate Naxalism
from the country.

In an interview with The In-
dian Express, when asked if he
considered Basavaraju’skillinga
personal failure, Devujisaid, “To
a great extent, it was our collec-
tive failure. As CMC chief, I had
thought a lot about how to pro-
tect him — should he be moved
from thejungle or should he stay
onwasthe question. We decided
not to move him because, with-
out the general secretary, we
could not have functioned as a
single organ. It was definitely my
responsibility as CMC chief to

M

NIKHILAHENRY

Devuiji, who was a Politburo
member and head of Central
Military Commission of banned
CPI(Maoist), surrendered in Feb

protect him. Yes, the highest re-
sponsibility was mine, and I did
self-criticism and told the cadre
that we couldn’t save him.”

“When he passed, there was
a vacuum as he was one of the
most experienced leaders. Had
he lived, we — the party —
would have worked as a team,”
hesaid.

Devuji was also critical of
another key Maoist leader, Mal-
lojula Venugopal Rao alias Sonu,
who surrendered last October.
After Basavaraju’skilling, Devuji
and Sonu were reportedly con-
tenders for the general secretary
post. Devuji, however, said this
wasn’'t the case: “Sonuwas never
a contender for the post of gen-
eral secretary because he met
Basavaraj when the latter was
alivein2024, and proposed that
the armed struggle should stop.
Basavaraj had told him off then
and there and stuck to the party
line of armed struggle.”

NORTHERN RAILWAY

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Mame of work and its location ; 67-5RDEE-G-DLI-2025-20

Electrical work regarding developrmeant of heavy repair and mainienance facilities
or riaitage ro/ling Sock al steam locomotives. St Mawsn,

Approx. cost of the works n : B 101,24, 356,00/

Address of the office : 5r, Div. Elect. Enginesr'General, Mew Delh|

Earnest Money : Rs. 2,00 600.00/-

Last Date & time of submission of tender : D504 2026, 16.00 Hrs.

Opening of lender ; 5.00 3096, 16.00Hs. i
Website & notice board : www.ireps.gov.in & Sr. Divl. Elect. Engineer/General,

Mew Dk,

S— e — e ————————————

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

dibir20.26

“What Sonu had proposed
wastodemoralise the cadre —to
temporarily stop the armed
struggle meant surrendering
arms which were obtained after
many sacrifices. It was anti-party
activity; itwastobreak the party
from within. He formed an al-
liance with the central and state
governments against the party.
Sohewas a traitor,” he said.

When reminded that he, too,
had surrendered, Devuji said, “I
did notsurrender; I wasarrested.
I could have been killed orjailed
for years on end. Instead of
choosing these two options, I
chose a third option — to stay
with the party, stay with the
partyline of Marxism, Leninism
and Maoism and work within
the legal framework of the
country.”

With the walls closing in on
the Maoist ranks, Devuji shared
his view on a possible future for
the CPI (Maoist): “Our demand
now is to legalise the party. We
willwind up armed operationsif
the party is legalised. What I
meanis, theguerrillaarmed tac-
tics will not continue if they
legalise the party. We will wind
up the People’s Liberation Guer-
rilla Army (PLGA), the armed
wing of the party, and remain
within the legal framework. We
want to work for political
prisoners who are still in jail. We
want tostand by those whowere
killed by armed forces.”

the government order, cutting
off mostIPA manufacturers. The
possibility of import is also un-
likely as the Singaporean com-
pany that could supply has in-
voked a force majeure on
propylene supply.

Around 200 manufacturers
will have to stop production in
the next7to10days, latest by the
end of the month, after they ex-
haust their stored supply, ac-
cording to a representation to
the pharmaceutical department
by Centre for Domestic Econ-
omy Policy Research (CDEP).

The organisation also
pointed out that any disruption
in the supply of Benzene and
other materials whose synthesis
depends on it can affect the
manufacturing of several active
pharmaceutical ingredients, in-
cluding the common fever
medicine paracetamol.

Propylene and benzene are
alsoneeded for the manufactur-
ing of several medical products,
including gloves, PPE kits and
syringes. “The manufacturing of
theseitemswill alsobeimpacted
if the petrochemicals do not be-
come available,” said a source.

EINifnolikely to
emerge post-July,
say international
weather models

Anjali Marar
Bengaluru, March 13

THE DEVELOPMENT of El
Nifo in the second half 0of2026
isbecoming increasingly likely,
say global climate models. The
US-based agency National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) con-
firmed thisinitslatest E1 Nifio—-
Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
bulletin.

“In June-August 2026, El
Nifo is likely to emerge (about
62 per cent chance). It will per-
sist through at least the end of
2026,” NOAA said. In the past,
El Nifio years have seen abnor-
mally high temperatures, pro-
longed heatwaves and below-
average rainfall over many
parts of the world, including
India.

ElNifio and La Nifa are the
two opposite phases of ENSO
— an important global ocean-
atmospheric phenomenon that
influences global weather.
ENSO hasthree phases: EINifio
(warm), neutral and La Nifia
(cool). IfEINifio develops post-
July, it will coincide with the
peak ofIndia's southwest mon-
soon season, which falls be-
tween June and September.

India’s Monsoon Mission
Climate Forecast System has
also projected the transition to
ENSO-neutral conditions to
take place during February-

' April.

6 girls in UP go missing after
appearing for board exam

Bijnor: Six female studentswho
left their college in Chandpurin
Bijnor district after appearing
for class 12th board exams have
gone missing, police said, ad-
ding that the students did not
return home after the exam
held on the final day.

SHO of Chandpur Amit Kumar,
said that the Sanskrit exam con-
ducted by the UP Board of Sec-
ondary Education took place on
Thursday evening. When the
students did not return home,
their families conducted a thor-
ough search. PTI
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Women’s panel
orderstoarrest
singer Badshah

Express News Service
Chandigarh, March 13

THE HARYANA State Commis-
sion for Women Friday issued
orders to arrest rapper-musi-
cian Aditya Prateek Singh Siso-
dia, known as Badshah, after he
failed to appear before the panel
to explain his side on the inde-
centlyrics and visuals in his re-
cent Haryanvi song ‘Tateeree’.
HSCW chairperson Renu
Bhatia instructed the superin-
tendents of police of Panchkula
and Panipat to arrest Badshah
and confiscate his passport.
“His passport should be seized
so he can’t leave the country,”
Bhatia said. Police had said the
video of the song depicts minor
girls wearing school uniforms
throwing away their school bags
and appearingto run away from
studies. “...0Objectionable and de-
rogatory expressions towards
women and gitls have alsobeen
identified inthelyrics,” read the
official police statement.

‘DON'TKNOW AMOUNT OF DAMAGE IT WILLDO’

Mandatory menstrual leave could
hurt women’s careers: Apex court

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 13

THE SUPREME Court on Fri-
day reiterated its concern that
making menstrual leave for
women employees mandatory
could disadvantage women, as
it could make employers wary
of recruiting them.

A bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said it was better left to the Gov-
ernment to take a call on the
matter. “Affirmative action in
respect of women is constitu-
tionally recognised. Butlook at
the practical reality in the job
market. The more unattractive
the human resource, the less is
the possibility of consumption
in the market. These are also
factors to be looked into... You
areright, we will see it from the

rights regime. But look at it
from the business model. Will
anemployer be happy with the
competing claims of other
genders?” said Justice Bagchi.

The bench initially ques-
tioned the locus standi of the
petitioner, Shailendra Mani
Tripathi, and wondered why no
woman had approached the
court. Tripathi had moved the
court twice in the past. The first
one was disposed of in Febru-
ary 2023, allowinghimtogivea
representation to the Centre.
He moved the court again in
2024, contending that the gov-
ernment had not responded to
his representation. The court
then asked the government to
take a policy decision.

On Friday, the CJIsaid, “You
are not a bona fide petitioner.
This is only to create a type of

‘Diversity crops’: SC asks Govt to
revisit yellow dal import policy

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 13

THE SUPREME Court on Fri-
day asked the Centre to call a
meeting of stakeholders to revi-
sit the import policy for yellow
peas with focus on incentivis-
ing farmers for diversifying
from water-intensive crops like
rice and wheat to pulses.

A bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
said this while hearing a PIL
filed by Kisan Mahapanchayat
against the Centre allowingim-
port of yellow dal without any
duty, which it contended was
hurting local farmers by deny-
ing them a level-playing field.
Appearing for the petitioner or-
ganisation, Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, said this had resulted
in crashing the price of locally
produced pulses and farmers
getting less than the MSP.

Additional Solicitor General
N Venkataraman said there has
been a steep decline in produc-

tion because of a disease. He
said that the production was 273
lakh tonnesin2021-22, but fell to
261 lakh tonnes in 2022-23 and
242]akh tonnesin 2023-24. The
CJI sought to know if the De-
partment of Agriculture exam-
ined the reasons for the decline.
Bhushan said the the Com-
mission on Agricultural Costs
and Prices had given two reports
onthisand underlined the need
for “ensuring remunerative
prices to farmers” in its 2025 re-
port. The counsel said that the
Commission had also recom-
mended aban on import of yel-
low dal. The CJI said “the point
isvery simple. You have an MSP
for wheat, you have an MSP for
paddy, and you have an MSP for
some pulses now also. The mo-
ment you make sure the farmer
will get this price, you will see
how it (production) will rise. Un-
fortunately, this aspect probably
has not been really addressed”.
CJI Kant added that there is
an issue of productivity gap.

While an acre of wheat canyield
up to 100 quintals, pulses may
yield only 10 quintal per acre. He
added thatthereisalsotheissue
of finding a market for the pro-
duce. The CJItold the ASGtoask
the Agriculture Ministry towork
onsolutions. While acknowledg-
ingthedecision toimportwould
be to meet consumer demands
amidst shortfalls in production,
the bench said that India has a
much higher production of rice
and that a part of it could be di-
versified to grow pulses.

“Do we require as much
paddy for consumption as we
are producing? We need some
good quality for export, like Bas-
matirice, because that bringsin
FDI. But with normal paddy, the
production is likely much more
than our consumption. So, ifyou
divert — and the paddy planta-
tion area is reduced — and that
areais diverted for pulses, it will
balance that,” he said. This will
also help address concerns of
fallingwater tables, the CJIsaid.

Gujarat HC allows man in custody
to hold lastrites of pet dog ot 14 yrs

Aditi Raja
Vadodara, March 13

THE GUJARAT High Court Fri-
day directed the Surat City Police
toescortaman, whoisinjudicial
custodyin Lajpore Central Jail in
a cheating case filed by his es-
tranged wife, to perform thelast
rites of his pet dog of 14 years.
Abench of Justice U T Desai
of the Gujarat HC was hearing a
pleaby aSurat-resident seeking
temporary bail in the case
lodged against him by his es-
tranged wife alleging misappro-
priation of Rs17lakh from anin-
vestment policy. Though the
man had moved the trial court

for bail before the chargesheet
wasfiled, hisapplication wasre-
jected. Later, he moved the HC
and on the day of the first hear-
ing of his plea in the HC Friday,
his pet dog died. The counsel
representing the manimplored
the HC to allow him to perform
thelastrites of his pet dog, a Ger-
man Shepherd named Tiger.
Considering the oral sub-
mission made by Advocate Kruti
Shah, representingthe man, the
HC,inanoral order, directed po-
lice to take the applicant to his
houseinSuratuntil 8 pm Friday.
The HC’s oral order said, “...the
applicant was having a pet dog
for the last 14 years which has

passed away. Because of the ap-
plicant’s attachment with the
petdog, hewantsto performthe
last rites of his pet dog. The ap-
plicant is hereby directed to be
takento hishouse at Surat today
(March 13,2026) with police cus-
tody immediately upon receipt
of this order till 08.00 pm.”

The applicant had moved
the HC for bail before the
chargesheetwasfiledinthe case
of forgery and cheating filed by
hisestranged wife, alleging that
the man had “misappropriated
Rs171akh” from the maturity of
an investment policy that was
taken in the wife’s name after
their marriage in 2000.

Says employers
would be wary of
recruiting women,
andit’s betterifthe
Governmenttooka
call onthe matter

impression in young women
that youstill have some natural
issues, and you are not at par
with male persons, and you
cannot worklikethem duringa
particular time.”

‘Nobody will give

them responsibilities’
Appearing for the peti-

tioner, senior advocate M R

Shamshad said Bihar, Karna-

taka, and Odisha had men-

strual leaves while Kerala had

allowed itin schools. He added
that some private institutions,
too, had allowed it.

The CJI said it was excellent
if they were giving leave volun-
tarily. “That is a very good
thing...But the moment you in-
troduce it as alaw, as a compul-
sory condition, you do not know
the amount of damage you will
do to their career. Nobody will
give them responsibilities. Not
even in judicial services, a nor-
mal trial will be assigned to
them,” he added. Creating a
right to take leave for two days
every month may deter the en-
tire private sector, the CJI said.

The counsel urged the court
to at least ask the government
torespond. Justice Bagchi said,
“It’s very difficult to wade into
what is weighing with the gov-
ernmentinnot coming up with

a policy which is of affirmative
nature. Itis for the government
totakeacall.”

Disposing of the petition,
the court said, “The petitioner
has already brought to the no-
tice of the authorities the issues
sought to be raised in this peti-
tion. It seems to us that what-
ever was required tobe done at
the end of the petitioner, he has
done, presumably for the wel-
fare of young working women.
It is not necessary for the peti-
tioner to approach the Court
time and again and seek a posi-
tive mandamus. We direct that
the competent authority shall
consider the observations
made by this court in its orders
dated February 24, 2023, and
July 8, 2024...for framing a
model policy in consultation
with all stakeholders.”

10lakh leaflets with Chargesheet

against Assam govt: Why 4 Cong
workers face sedition-like charges

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, March 13

ON A visit to Assam on Febru-
ary 19, Congressleader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra released a 20-
point “People’s Chargesheet”
against the Himanta Biswa
Sarma-led BJP government.

This Monday, the Assam po-
lice found four Congress workers
carryingalarge number of these
leaflets, intended for distribu-
tion as part of the party’s Assem-
bly poll campaign. The fourwere
arrested and slapped with BNS
Section 152, a charge similar to
“sedition” under the IPC. Their
bail has been denied. The four
Congress workers — Rakibul
Hoque Khan, Akshay Bordoloi,
Joynal Abedin and Pranjit Pator
—weredetained by policein Gu-
wahati early Monday.

Guwahati East DCP Tabu
Ram Pegu said police were
alerted about adispute over the
entry of a truck into a housing
society in the city, and when
they checked the vehicle, they
found “around 10 lakh printed
leaflets”, which “had allega-
tions against our honourable
chief minister”, stocked for
“large-scale distribution.” He
cited the “sensitive election
time”, and “law and order rami-
fications and provocative na-
ture” toarrest the men and reg-
ister a case against them.

The case, based on a com-
plaint by a sub-inspector, in-
cludes charges under several
BNS sections, including acts
that endanger the sovereignty,
unity and integrity of India;
false statement in connection
with a poll; promoting enmity
between different groups;
statements conducingto public
mischief; and criminal conspi-
racy. The “chargesheet” re-
leased by Congress accuses
Sarmaand his ministers of cor-

Congress leaders Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and Gaurav Gogoi had
released the ‘People’s Chargesheet’ on February 19. FiLe

ruption and protecting activ-
ities from illegal rat-hole min-
ing to illegal transportation of
Burmese supari and drugs. It
claims they and their families
had amassed wealth in this
manner, blames them for be-
traying promises made to
Scheduled Tribes, accuses
them of indulging in “bulldozer
justice” against minorities, and
ramping up police encounters.

The FIR states that the con-
tentsare “notin the nature of fair
comment, ordinary political
criticism, or lawful democratic
dissent” and that they are in-
stead “couched in a form de-
signed tosensationalise, inflame
passions, provoke public unrest,
and disturb the atmosphere im-
mediately preceding the forth-
coming Assam state poll”. Point-
ing to the number of leaflets the
four possessed, the complaint
states, “The scale of the oper-
ation itself rules out any casual
or isolated act and prima facie
suggestsasystematic campaign
tospread falsehood, incitement
and public mischief on a mass
scale across the state of Assam.”

The Congress has said the
four men are their workers and
were transporting printed
copies of the “chargesheet” for
subsequent distribution. “The
Chief Ministerwas so frightened

17-YR-OLD SPEECH-IMPAIRED TEEN BEATEN TO DEATH IN BIHAR AFTER HIS CHEER MISUNDERSTOOD

A cricket match a Vlllage scufﬂe -andthedcathofaboy

Himanshu Harsh
Mahnar (Vaishali), March 13

KUNDAN KUMAR’S world was
asilent one. Hearing-impaired
since birth, his language was
that of gestures and emotions
—laughing, smiling and point-
ing to communicate.

“While watching cricket
matches on TV, he couldn’t
hearwhatwasbeingsaid onthe
screen, he would watch
people’s reactions. If they
cheered, he would too. If they
were upset, he would also be-
come sad,” Ajay Rai, a resident
of Jakkopur village in Bihar’s
Vaishali, says.

The 17-year-old’s shocking
death in a village scuffle last
week has brought a different
kind of'silence to the Rai house-
hold. It sits on the empty cot
where Kundan and his grand-
father Arjun slept, in the silent
hay-chopping machine that he
used tocutgrass,andinthemen
who do the tasks Kundan once
did — gathering hay, feeding
and milking cows, and deliver-
ing milk. It sits beside his griev-

Kundan Kumar’s home in Jakkopur village in Vaishali. HimANSHU HARSH

ingmother Ushainasmallmud
room that Kundan had hand-
painted. “Kundan was our sup-
port,” she says. “He helped
everyone... He would gesture
that we rest and that he would
handle everything.”

Last Sunday, Kundan died
afterascufflebroke out between
him and another boy while
watching the India—New Zeal-
and final match ofthe T20 World
Cup on their phone. Kundan
had been out delivering milk
when the alleged assault oc-
curred barely 50 metres from

home. The suspect, who hasjust
taken his Class 12 exams, is cur-
rently ontherun. “Anargument
that started when a wicket fell
soon turned into a scuffle,”
Mahnar SDPO Praveen Kumar
said. “There was a speed breaker
atthespot, and thevictim’shead
hit it. He was rushed to hospital
immediately but his condition
deteriorated. He was referred to
PMCH but died on the way.”
The incident has shaken not
only the family but also the vil-
lage. His mother says: “A boy
camerunningand told usthathe

had fallen unconscious.” Father
BrajKishoreadds: “Mysonnever
had trouble with anyone. There
was no feud between him and
the boy who attacked him”.

That Sunday evening

It started, a resident says,
when Kundan stopped by a
group of young men watching
the match. “When he went
closer to see the screen, one of
them got irritated because Kun-
dan reportedly started peeping
into his phone.”

Virendra Rai, a village resi-
dent, says: “He [the suspect] first
pushed Kundan. When he fell
down, he stomped on his head
3-4 times.” By the time the
family reached the spot, Kun-
dan had allegedly fainted. “His
facewas swollen. One of hiseyes
had turned blue. His head was
badly injured,” his father says.

The family first took him to
a village doctor who adminis-
tered firstaid. “Assoon as here-
gained consciousness he began
vomiting,” Braj Kishore says.
“We took him to Mahnar Com-
munity Health Centre. From

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

there, he was referred to Haji-
pur Sadar Hospital. But doctors
there said the injury was too
serious and asked us to take
him to PMCH. There, he was
declared brought dead.”

Despite his disability, vil-
lagers say Kundan was well
loved. At the family home, his
relative Baidhyanath de-
scribes him as “very curious”
and “sensible”. “Whenever he
saw people looking at their
phones, he would sit nearby to
see what they were watching,”
he says. His uncle Naresh Rai
adds: “He didn’t have friends
inthe conventional sense. But
he was always ready to help
anyone in the village.” About
the suspect, villagers describe
him as short-tempered and “a
little moody”.

Police said the probe so far
suggests the violence may have
occurred in the heat of the mo-
ment and that neither side has
any known criminal history.
Describing the incident as
tragic, Vaishali SP Vikram Sihag
said teams are searching for the
accused.

by a few sheets of paper that he
had them confiscated by the po-
lice. The BJP has failed to fulfil
promises made to the people of
Assam. The chargesheet high-
lighting the failures of the ruling
party hasbeenseized. Isthisthe
strength and courage of Him-
anta Biswa Sarma?” APCC presi-
dent Gaurav Gogoi said.

“Isthe Assam police owned
by the BJP?Ifthey do whatever
the BJP asks of them, then to-
morrow, if we put out banners
and posters during our cam-
paign, they will again use the
Assam police,” said Assam
Mahila Congress president
Mira Borthakur. The bail peti-
tion by the four men was re-
jected by a court in Guwahati,
and they were first remanded
to three-day police custody and
then tojudicial custody.

Stating that the allegations
“prima facie disclose organised
activity,” the court ordered,
“The probe at this stage requires
identification of other persons
who may have participated in
the printing, financing and dis-
semination of such materials.In
such circumstances, custodial
interrogation of the accused ap-
pearsnecessary for effectiveand
meaningful investigation.”

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with UP CM Yogi Adityanath and his
deputy Brajesh Pathak in Lucknow on Friday. express

UTTARPRADESH

Rajnath, Yogi inaugurate second

phase of Green Corridor project

DEFENCE MINISTER Rajnath Singh and UP CM Yogi Adi-
tyanath Friday inaugurated the second phase of the Green
Corridor project in Lucknow, from Daliganj Pakka Pul to
Samatamulak Chauraha, aimed at easing traffic congestion
and significantly reducing travel time across the city. Dur-
inganeventheld in Lucknow, they alsolaid the foundation
for the third and fourth phases of the project worth nearly
Rs 1,220 crore. Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak and
other leaders were also present at the event. ENS

Bank fraud: CBI
questions Anil
Ambani’s son

THE CBI Friday questioned
former Reliance Home Fi-
nance Limited (RHFL) di-
rector Jai Anmol Ambani,
the son ofindustrialist Anil
Ambani, for over six hours
inthe Rs 228-crore bank
fraud case involving RHFL,
acompany of Reliance ADA
Group. “Jai appeared before
the investigating officer at
the CBI headquartersin
Delhiearlierinthe dayand
was examined for about six
and ahalfhours. He has
been directed to appear
again Saturday for further
questioning,” a CBI spokes-
personsaid. ENS

Over100fallill
after consuming
food at wedding

OVER 100 people fellill
after reportedly consuming
food ataweddingfeastin
Bohitavillage, Jharkhand’s
Palamu district, Wednesday
— prompting the adminis-
tration to set up atempor-
ary medical camp and de-
ploy health teams. Within
hours of eating food at the
pre-wedding event, several
complained of severe stom-
ach pain, diarrhoea, vomit-
ingand dizziness. Palamu
Civil Surgeon Dr Anil
Kumar Srivastava said, “It
was organised by Harishan-
kar Chandravanshi ahead of
hisson’s wedding.” ENS

DOUBLE MURDER AT U.P. HPCL PLANT

Blacklisted supplier
‘threatened’ official prior
to killing him, another

Bhupendra Pandey
Lucknow, March 13

THE 35-YEAR-OLD man who
allegedly shot dead two officials
of the Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited (HPCL)
ethanol plant at Saijnivillage in
UP’s Badaun district Thursday
had been threatening the plant
deputy general manager (DGM)
for blacklisting him as a crop
stubble supplier, police said.

The victims, plant DGM
Sudhir Gupta (55), who was a
resident of Noida, and Harshit
Mishra (34), an assistant man-
ager, hailing from Pilibhit, were
declared brought dead ata hos-
pital after sustaining two bullet
injuries each.

Police said Musajhag SHO
Ajay Kumar and Sub-Inspector
Dharmendra Kumar have been
suspended for failing to act on
Gupta’s complaint that Singh
was threatening him. Officials
said Ajay Pratap Singh, who

Quoting Einstein, J&K
High Court frees man
detained under PSA

Arun Sharma
Jammu, March 13

THE J&K & Ladakh High Court
Thursday ordered the release of
a Public Safety Act (PSA)
detenu, Mudasir Ahmad Bhat,
from Udhampur district jail,
holding that his detention “is
painful and pinching to the
very constitutional sensitivity
with which preventive deten-
tion jurisdiction is supposed to
be exercised and carried out”.
Quoting Albert Einstein’s
words— that “who is careless
with truth in small matters
cannot be trusted with the im-
portant matters” — at the out-
set of his judgment, Justice
Rahul Bharti pointed to a “dis-
cord” in the dates in the police
dossier, the district magis-
trate’s detention order, and the
Udhampur districtjail superin-
tendent’s communication
about when the petitioner was
called to the police station,

| when he was detained and

when he was sent to jail. Bhat,
asalesman atatinshopin Pul-
wama, was formally detained
under the Public Safety Act on
May 1, 2025, and handed over
to the Superintendent of Ud-
hampur district jail in Jammu
province the same day.

On May 27, Bhat, acting
through his wife Shagufta
Akhter, challenged the deten-
tion order in the HC.

“However, the truth comes
sneaking out from the very cor-
respondence of the respondent
No. 3 — Superintendent Dis-
trict Jail, Udhampur, who in a
communication dated July 25,
2025, addressed to the Addi-
tional Secretary to Govt. of
Jammu & Kashmir, Home De-
partment, is on record saying
that the petitioner is lodged in
District Jail, Udhampur with ef-
fect from 05.12.2024, meaning
thereby even prior to date
22.04.2025 as asserted by the
petitioner in his writ petition,”
Justice Bharti observed.

was barred from the plant
about eight months ago over
complaints of misbehaviour,
threatsto staffersandissuesre-
lated to supply of crop stubble,
surrendered at the local police
station after the incident but
tried to escape during the
weapon recovery later.

According to officials, after
hewasblacklisted, Singh started
threatening Gupta through
phone calls and even followed
his vehicle and intercepted it.
An officer told The Indian Ex-
press Gupta had filed a com-
plaint against Singh on Febru-
ary 4, alleging that the accused
wasthreateningtokill himifthe
blacklist order against his firm
was not withdrawn.

The victims’ families ar-
rived in Badaun. The SHO and
the SI will face a departmental
inquiry and legal action will fol-
low if the investigation con-
cludesthat theirlaxityled tothe
murders, a senior officer said.

Darjeeling DM
shifted to state
home department

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, March 13

AMIDREPORTS thatthe Home
Ministry may seek the services
of Siliguri Police Commissioner
C Sudhakar and Darjeeling DM
Manish Mishra on Central depu-
tation after the row on “protocol
breach” during President Drou-
padi Murmu’s recent north Ben-
gal visit, the state government
Friday transferred Mishra and
posted him as special secretary
in the state home department.

Senior WBCS officer Sunil
Agarwal, special secretaryinthe
North Bengal Development De-
partment, has been given addi-
tional charge as Darjeeling dis-
trict magistrate, a notification
issued by the state government
read. However, state adminis-
tration sources have not con-
firmed whether Sudhakar was
transferred or asked to report at
Kolkata. The reshuffle came
hours after reports surfaced that
the MHA was considering seek-
ingservices of the two officersin
the last week’s controversy.
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The Big Picture

In the Naxal hotbed of Abujhmad, where childhood
is scarred by loss and violence, a mallakhamb
academy run out of aramshackle structure is
helping youngsters land safely on their feet.
JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU meets the coach and his
wards who have now their sights on the world stage

PHOTOGRAPHS: CHITRAL KHAMBHATI

HE NINE-year-old stands
facingan 8.5-foot wooden pole,
his body covered in white
chalk dust, his eyes narrowed
in concentration. It hasbeen a
long day of studying and practice, but Yujit
Manjhi is determined to land his routine.
Around him, the music starts. It'samed-
ley of Ganesh Vandana, KGF’s Sultan and
Dhurandhar’s Fa9la, a cue for Yujit to
clamber onto the pole, dive down and
execute abackflip, wedging himself precari-
ouslyintoagroove. Then comes an eye-pop-
ping manoeuvre — a deft spin around the
pole, footlocked in, hisbody now parallel to
the ground. As cheers erupt all around, he
acknowledges with awinningsmile, and re-
turns to finish the rest of his routine.
Located in a corner of the vast Parade
Ground in Chhattisgarh’s Narayanpur
town, the Abujhmad Mallakhamb and

harganj stadium in Delhi in 1958, while the
first national mallakhamb championships
were held in Gwalior in 1962 as part of the
national gymnastics championships.

Althoughit haslargely remained an ex-
hibition sport at global events, it has be-
come more structured over the years — fea-
turingasamedal event at the 38th National
Games in Uttarakhand last year.

Since it was setup in 2017, the Narayan-
pur academy’s trainees have swept up
around 400 medals at district-, state- and
national-level games.

Much of this is down to academy
founder Prasad, a man with a ready smile
and a quick word of praise.

Originally from Ballia district in Uttar
Pradesh, Prasad, an athlete, was picked by
his STF unit to go to Mumbai for a 15-day
training in mallakhamb. He was expected
to pick up some skills and help his col-

MALLAKHAMB ACADEMY IN CHHATTISGARH

Abujhmad’
pole stars

The future

Back at the academy, the students are
hard at work. Prasad watches as a young
woman does her stretches. As the opening
bars of Fa9la start to play, she clambers up
an aerial rope and performs a graceful back-
flip, swinging midair with her body arched,
arms reaching down and a leg stretched
upward.

On the wall — between the slogans
‘Main khelunga, padhunga aur duniya ka
sarvashreshth khiladi banunga (Iwill play,
study and become the best athlete in the
world)’ and ‘Utho, jaago aur lakshya prapti
tak ruko matt (Get up, wake up and don’t
stoptill you've reached your goal)’ —is the
pride of the place: Olympic rings made of
repurposed cycle tyres.

The Mallakhamb Academy currently
has 100 students, including 30 girls, all be-
tween ages4 and 22, three coaches and one
cook. The academy is self-funded, meeting
itsrunning costs of approximately Rs1lakh
amonth from winnings, supplemented by

Sports Academy is all of leagues take up the endur- a goods transport business run by Prasad.

two ramshackle single- When coachMa an ance sport. To ensure they don’t lose out on educa-
storey structures. This has P dsh d But it wasn’t his col- tion, students are enrolled in nearby gov-
been Yujit’s world since the rasadasnowe ul? leagues he ended up train- ernment schools. Practice startsat 6.30 am
summer of 2022, when his @€ Shyamlal Pottai's ing. On his return from and lasts a few hours. Then it’s time for

uncle brought him and his

Mumbai, Prasad was sent

school. Evenings are dedicated to practice

porta-cabinschool

eldersistertotheacademy toacampin Chhotte Don- — until 5 pm for younger kids, with the
to train in mallakhamb, a m Namy anpur, the gar in the Maoist-affected sessions for seniors stretching to midnight
traditional gymnastic te.enager only had Narayanpur. Here, an IPS on some days.
sport. He now goes home cricket on his mind. officer, Santosh Singh, Next to the training centre stands a
to Farasgaon village, in Buthesaw the chanced upon his per- makeshift pine-green shed, sparkling in
g.elgl}bourlng Konglagaon mallakhambvideos formance and invited him red, green and puvrple fa1ry11ght§ putupa
istrict, only during the to an Independence Day few months ago. It's the academy’s residen-
holidays. Prasad screened function. tial quarters.
Last year, the acad- andwas hooked Soon, he began getting It’s 9 pm, and practice is over. Inside the

emy'’s trainees were in-

vited to perform at

America’s Got Talent, two years after lifting
the winner’s trophy in the 2023 Indian edi-
tion of the talent show. The invitation
marked a milestone not only for the group
but for Abujhmad, an area at the heart of
the Maoist conflict.

As the central government’s March
2026 deadline to end the Maoist insurgency
approaches and security operationsinten-
sify in Chhattisgarh, for these youngsters,
the conflict is far more personal.

“Most students here come from villages
affected by insurgency,” says coach Manoj
Prasad, a 31-year-old commander with
Chhattisgarh’s anti-insurgency Special
Task Force (STF) unit.

Thejourney

With roots dating back to the 12th cen-
tury, mallakhamb was primarily a prepara-
tion workout for wrestlers. The sport,
which tests agility, balance and core
strength, hasbeen included in military and
law enforcement training drills in several
European nations, though Germany took
the most interest in nurturing it.

Recognised by the Sports Authority of
India, the first competitive national mal-
lakhamb event was organised during the
national gymnastics championships at Pa-

calls from schools, asking if
he could train children. “I
was obsessed with teaching mallakhamb
and would pay for the equipment myself,”
hesays. “Iwould gotovarious schools during
my leave to teach mallakhamb free of cost.”

It was around this time that he met wife
Poonam, who was then working as a volun-
teer with UNICEEF. “She would help me set
up mallakhamb poles and we got talking.
We are now married and have two
children,” Prasad says, smiling.

For Prasad, his early mallakhamb train-
ing offered respite from the trauma of hisSTF
work. “I'vefaced many encountersand have
seen my colleagues and friends die. Some-
times, I feltdead ontheinside. ButIthinkI'm
alive to serve a greater purpose,” he says.

Among his early students was Rajesh
Korram, then six, the son of a Kosa silk
seller from Ansar village deep inside
Abujhmad.

“When our team won gold at the na-
tional mallakhamb championship in Bilas-
pur [in 2020], I got a cheque of Rs 50,000
and gave it to my father. My father was con-
fused and asked me, ‘Chori toh nahi kiya
na [I hope you didn’t steal this]’,” Korram,
now 14, says, laughing,.

Then there is 26-year-old Shyamlal Pot-
tai. From Gumiabeda village in
Abujhmad’s Kohkameta tehsil, Pottai, then

(Anti-clockwise
from top) Training
sessions at the
academy involve
complex
manoeuvres; coach
Manoj Prasad with
his wards; training
is followed by study
sessions; the
academyis located
inacorner of
Parade Ground,
Narayanpur

Exclusive video on
www.indianexpress.com
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19, had only cricket on his mind when Pra-
sad showed up at his porta-cabin school in
Narayanpur’s Devgaon in 2017 and
screened videos of mallakhamb.

Pottai was hooked. “I loved cricket but
I thought mallakhamb would be good for
my health,” he says. “When I started, Tused
toget hurt because it’s a difficult sport. But
I’'m proud that my efforts paid off.”

Butthejourney wasn’t smooth. A police
commando teaching tribal children drew
suspicion, and inquiries soon began from
Maoists.

Says16-year-old athlete Rakesh Kumar
Werda, “They (Maoists) would contact my
parents and siblingsbackin my village and
ask them to call me back, butI never went.
[ heard they surrendered last year.”

“Once theboys started winning medals,
our intentions were clear and the Maoists
never bothered us again,” adds Prasad.

The setback

By 2020, Prasad’s dreams for a training
centre of his own finally took wing, and he
started the academy at the Parade Ground.
But then, the pandemic struck. The timing
could not have been worse.

Curfews were imposed, schools shut
down, and the academy suffered. The big-

gest blow came when Prasad was posted to
aremote camp in Abujhmad. “My dreams
were shattered. I requested a transfer back
to Narayanpur,” he says.

Monthslater, he was reposted to Naray-
anpur town and began searching for his
wards in the remotest corners of
Abujhmad, tracking them from as far as
Orhha and Kutul, some 40 km away, and
urging them to return.

“The children wanted to come and their
parents wanted them to do better, so there
was no trouble getting them back,” he says.
“Some of them were grazing animals, some
were farming. I brought all 25 children back
to Narayanpur town and kept them in my
two-bedroom home for the remainder of
the pandemic.”

It wasn’t easy. The house was too small
for 25 people, and food bills mounted.

“We would take surplus food rations
from those who didn’t need them, have
gud-chana for breakfast and mostly dal,
rice and sabzi for lunch and dinner. His
[Prasad’s] salary would run out in a week,”
says Saurabh Pal, 30, an assistant coach at
the academy.

As bills rose, so did disagreements at
home. “But in the end, my wife under-
stood,” Prasad says.

quarters, with its three-tiered bunk beds, stu-
dentssit poring over schoolwork under over-
head bulbs, somein groups and some alone.

“These children and I built this place
from scratch. From welding to painting, we
did everything ourselves,” Prasad says. “We
had little money to spare and saved what-
ever we could to buy food or tiny items for
decoration.”

Initially, Prasad had his students per-
form at little-known shows. “We did
multiple performances, including a Bengali
talent show, just to get exposure,” he says.

As the academy grew, Prasad had little
time for anything else. “From 2016 until
2023, I didn’t even travel to Ballia to meet
my parents. [told themIwasbusy," he says.

Now, Prasad and his staff are consider-
ing a second academy.

“We have also had aspirants from
Odisha, Gujarat, Delhi and Haryana come
tousforadvanced training,” trainer Pal says.

In 2023, after the group’s India’s Got
Talent victory catapulted it to national rec-
ognition, they received a hero’swelcomein
Narayanpur as hundreds lined the streets
to greet them.

“As a pole artist, I want to perform in
America’s Got Talent and put Abujhmad on
the world map,” says 16-year-old Ramesh
Kumar Werda. “But my dream is to some-
day perform mallakhamb at the Olympics.”
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OBC creamy
layer: Why SC
ruled against
‘hostile

Shyamlal Yadav
New Delhi, March 13

THE SUPREME Court on Wednesday ruled that income can-
not be the sole criterion to decide the “creamy layer” among
Other Backward Classes (OBCs), and settled the long-pending
question of equivalence between public sector undertakings
(PSUs) and private sector employees and those in the govern-
ment sector. Those included in the creamy layer are not en-
titled to OBC reservation benefits.

What the top court said

The Division Bench of Justices PS Narasimha and R Ma-
hadevan held: “The object of excluding the creamy layer is...
not to create artificial distinctions between equally placed
members of the same social class.... unequal treatment of simi-
larly placed OBC candidates would not only be legally erron-
eous but constitutionally impermissible.”

The Bench was hearing petitions arising due to an October
14, 2004, letter issued by the Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) with regard to the creamy layer criterion, clar-
ifying an Official Memorandum (OM) issued on September 8,
1993. The OM noted whois classified as OBC and who belongs
to the creamy layer among them.

Creamy layerin OBC quota

The concept of creamy layer within the OBCs was intro-
duced following the landmark 1992 SC ruling in Indra
Sawhneyv. Union of India, also known as the Mandal verdict.

For those in government jobs, the creamy layer specifies
groups such as persons occupying constitutional posts; Group-
A/Class-1officers of All India Services, Central services and state
services; Group-B/Class-II services of Centre and state; em-
ployees of PSUs; officers of Armed Forces; professionals and
those from trade and industry; property owners; and an in-
come/wealth test. Inanutshell, if either parentisadirect recruit
of Group-A, or is promoted before the age of 40, their children
cannot take advantage of the OBC quota. Similarly, if both par-
ents are Group-B direct recruits, their children will be covered
under the creamy layer. The criterion for those not in the gov-
ernment sector was set at Rs11akh per annumin1993. It was re-
vised in due course and since 2017, thisincome limitis Rs 8 1akh.

DoPT'’s clarification

Para 9 of DoPT’s October 2004 clarification said that “the
creamy layer status of sons and daughters of persons em-
ployed in organisations where equivalence or comparability
of posts vis-a-vis posts in Government has not been evaluated
is determined as follows: Income of the parents from the sal-
aries and from the other sources (other than salaries and agri-
culture land) isdetermined separately. If either the income of
the parents from the salaries or the income of the parents from
other sources (other than salaries and agricultural land) ex-
ceeds the limit of Rs 2.5 lakh per annum [as it was then] for a
period of three consecutive years, the sons and daughters of
such persons shall be treated to fall in creamy layer.”

The court noted that while the OM had excluded income
fromsalary and agricultural income from the income/wealth
test for determination of creamy layer status, the October 2004
letter directed inclusion of salary income of PSU and private
sector employees. This resulted in hostile discrimination be-
tween wards of government servants and those of PSU and
private sector employees, “thereby attracting the rigour of the
equality doctrine under Articles 14, 15 and 16.” FULLREPORT ON
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THIS WAR has no winners, except maybe
one that is not even fighting in it.

AsIran effectively chokes off the Strait of
Hormuz in its escalating response to the US
andIsrael’sattacks, Russiais makinga wind-
fallonthe backofthe reduced supply of crude
oil as well as its spiralling prices. According
to a Financial Times report, MOSCOW is esti-
mated to have earned around $150 million
aday in extra oil revenue since the effective
closure of the narrow transit passage for a
fifth of the world’s energy supplies.

Till a few days back, millions of barrels
of Russian crude were languishing on the
high seas with few willing buyers, thanks
to US efforts to starve Moscow of oil rev-
enues that could fund the Ukraine war.
Now, America’s own war against Iran has
taken precedence. After issuing a 30-day
“waiver” to Indian refiners last week for
buying Russian crude that is already sitting
in tankers on water, the US has now ex-
tended it to other countries too.

“Toincrease the global reach of existing
supply, @USTreasury is providing a tem-
porary authorization to permit countries to
purchase Russian oil currently stranded at
sea. This narrowly tailored, short-term
measure appliesonly to oil already in tran-
sitand will not provide significant financial
benefit to the Russian government, which
derives the majority of its energy revenue
from taxes assessed at the point of extrac-
tion,” US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
posted on social media platform X.

How does Russian oil waiver work?

The easing of sanctions, which will be
in place foramonth, means that the USwill
have no problem if countries import Rus-
sian crude that was loaded on or before
12:01 am eastern daylight time, or 9:31 am
India time, on March 12.

While this move could help other coun-
tries secure some oil supplies, it is likely to
help New Delhi as well as the India-specific
waiver was for oil loaded on tankers before
March 5.

e Unevenflow

In recent months, India significantly cut down oil imports
from Russia, its largest supplier. Now, amid the US waiver,
imports are rising again. (FIGURES IN MILLION BARRELS PER DAY)
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An oil tanker hit by an Iranian strike at Khor
al-Zubair port in Iraq, Wednesday. Ap

Accordingto industry watchers, the US
could be forced to ease sanctions furtheron
Russian crudeifthe disruption to the global
oil supplies via the Strait of Hormuz per-
sists for an extended period.

Experts see these moves from Washing-
ton as part of Donald Trump’s effort to pre-
vent a further and sustained spike in inter-
national oil prices — and the consequent
rise in domestic fuel prices in the US —
given the midterm electionslater this year.

“So far, there is only one winner in this
war — Russia. It steadily undermines
Ukraine’s position by flouting international
law. It gains new resourcesto finance its war
against Ukraine asenergy pricesrise,” Euro-
pean Council President Antdnio Costa said
earlier this week at the European Union
Ambassadors Conference in Brussels.

And while Bessent said in his X post on
Friday that the temporary easing of sanc-
tions on Russian oil on water will not pro-
vide significant financial benefit to Moscow,
he said earlier that the financial gains Rus-
siawould accrue would be “unfortunate”.

How has Russia benefited?

The West Asia war has led to a spurt in
crude oil prices, which remain extremely
volatile. At noon on Friday, benchmark
Brent crude was around $100 per barrel, al-
most 37% higher than nearly $73 per barrel
just before the US and Israel launched mili-
tary strikes on Iran on February 28. So, like
any other oil producer who is able to sell
crude in this market, Russia gains from

Surge price
At this stage, the
US waiver on
buying Russian
oil does not
change much for
countries such as
India, China and
Turkey, which
were already
buying despite
sanctions.

°

But now,
increased
competition for
Russian barrels
couldlead to
even higher
prices.

higher oil prices. But that’s not all. The price
of Russian crude grades — mainly its flag-
ship Urals — have appreciated more given
the availability in an otherwise tight market
and buyer interest.

Russian oil used to trade at a discount
to crude benchmarks. The discounts have
now largely disappeared, and there are re-
ports of Russian oil even selling at a pre-
mium in some cases. Add to that the fact
that the easing of sanctions by the US has
made large volumes of Russian crude
kosher for international buyers.

Around 130 million barrels of Russian
crude was estimated to be on ships on
water as of early March. Some of those vol-
umes would have already been gobbled up
by India and China, the biggest buyers of
seaborne Russian crude. Additional vol-
umes are likely to have come on water over
the past couple of weeks as well.

“From a market perspective, Russian
crude currently acts as one of the best
supply hedges for Asian refiners. With per-
sistent risks around the Strait of Hormuz
and Middle East supply routes, refiners in
Asia are naturally looking for barrels that
are more secure and priced competitively,
and Russian crude fits that role,” said Sumit
Ritolia, Lead Research Analyst, Refining &
Modeling at Kpler, a commodity market
analytics firm.

All this means Russia could rake in bil-
lions of dollars more as the war continues.
And the longer the West Asian oil flows re-
main constricted, the more it benefits Rus-

sia, which has been facing a slowing econ-
omy and expanding budget deficit owing
to its Ukraine war expenditure.

How is India affected?

With the conflict — now into its second
week —suspending traffic through the Strait
of Hormuz, India’s Russian oil imports have
shot up. In the first 11 days of the month,
India imported 1.5 million barrels per day
(bpd) of Russian oil, up around 50% from
February levels, as per ship tracking data
from Kpler. These volumes could increase if
regular West Asian oil volumes through the
strait are not resumed soon. Around 2.5-2.7
million bpd of India’s crude imports — ac-
counting for around half of the country’s
total oil imports — have crossed the straitin
recent months; the longer-term average is
around 40%. This oil is mainly from Iraq,
Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Kuwait.

India had, in recent months, signifi-
cantly cut down its oilimports from Russia,
its largest oil supplier, amid trade negoti-
ations with the US, as Washington made it
a prerequisite for scrapping its 25% addi-
tional penal tariff (see chart).

In February, India had imported just
over one million bpd of Russian crude, al-
most half of the 2025 peak of over 2 million
bpd. Loadings of Russian crude for Indian
ports, which averaged 1.7 million bpd last
year, was just 0.7 million bpd in February.
Indiaisthe world’s third-largest consumer
of crude oil and depends on imports to
meet over 88% of its oil requirement.

But now the US is counting on India to
buy more Russian oil. On Wednesday, Am-
bassador Sergio Gor said: “India has been
a great partner in maintaining stable oil
prices around the world. The United States
recognizes ongoing purchases of Russian
oil are a part of this effort. India is one of the
largest consumers and refiners of oil and it
is essential for the United States and India
to work hand in hand for market stability
for Americans and Indians.”

A senior government official had said
last week that India never stopped buying
Russian crude, and the “waiver” appeared
to be more for Washington’s own legal and
procedural requirements.

“What the waiver does is reduce some
of the uncertainty around the trade and
could potentially open the door for other
Asian buyers who had stayed away (from
Russian oil) since 2022,” said Ritolia.

To compute the true costs of Iran contlict, look at the past
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SINCE THE US and Israel attacked Iran on
February 28, initial estimates suggest a
heavy running cost for this war. Last week,
Israel’s Finance Ministry claimed that the
country is spending $3 billion per week as
it attacked Iran and defended itself from
Iranian missiles. Inthe US, the costs are re-
portedly even higher. On Wednesday, the
Department of Defense (or War, as the
Trump administration calls it) told the US
Congressin abriefing that the government
had spent $11.3 billion in the first six days
of the war: close to $2 billion a day.

For perspective, $1 billion is roughly
equal to Rs 9,000 crore. So, the US and Is-
rael spent over Rs1.31akh crore in six days.

Another way to look at this is to com-
pare it with India’s defence budget for FY
2026-27:Rs7.81akh crore. Atthe going rate,
in just six weeks — one of the many time-
lines US President Donald Trump has given
since the war began — the two countries

would have spent as much as India’s de-
fence spending in the coming year.

Of course, it is possible that as the days
and weeks go by, the direct running cost
may come down. After all, Trump has said
that almost all the targets that could be hit
aerially have been hit. Butitisunclear how
long this war will drag on, especially since
there is no clarity on the exact goal.

Lessons from history

While accurately assessing the true cost
of war is near impossible, one way to get a
sense of the scale istolook at the cost of past
wars. A 2021 study by Brown University’s
Costs of War project put the total budgetary
costs and future obligations of the post-9/11
wars (including estimated future costs for
veterans’ care) at about $8 trillion (see chart).

But even these costs are only those that
will fall on the US government and Ameri-
can taxpayers. If this war settlesdown to a
lower frequency of attacks and counterat-
tacks, the focus of costs will shift from di-
rect military coststo the US and Israel toin-
direct costs to the wider world, such as the
cost of higher fuel prices.

Crude oil prices have shot up by almost
50% since the war began. Thatincrease will
now feed inflation globally, worsening the
so-called cost of living crisis that started in

¢ $8-trillionburden

A snapshot of America’s war-related spending after the 9/11
terror attack, and its obligations

Homeland
security/domestic
counterterrorism,

$1,117bn

Estimated future
obligations for
veterans’ care,

through FY2050,

$2,200bn

Veterans’ care through

FY2022, $465bn

DOD OCO*, $2,101bn

State Department,
$189bn
—
gﬂ% —d

Interest payments

on war spending

Through FY2022,
$1,087bn

Increases to the
Pentagon base
budget, $884 bn

*DOD OCO STANDS FOR DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OVERSEAS CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS
NOTE: AMOUNTS PERTAIN TO FY2001 TO FY2022 IN CURRENT $; SOURCE: COSTS OF WAR PROJECT

the wake of the Russia-Ukraine war.

But even such inflationary bumps fail
to truly capture the real cost of war. For in-
stance, what is the opportunity cost of any
such war? Opportunity cost refers to the
“money which could have gone towards so-
cietally beneficial expenditures such asin-
frastructure improvements, educational
investments, and environmental protec-

tion” instead of military spending.

The non-economic costs

Beyond the economic costs, are the
human costs — again, far more difficult to
assess. The project found that around
940,000 people were killed by direct post-
9/11warviolenceinIraq, Afghanistan, Syria,
Yemen, and Pakistan between 2001 and
2023. Of these, over 432,000 were civilians.

The post-9/11 wars have also led to a se-
vere undermining of civil liberties and
humanrights. “Domestically, the post-9/11
wars dramatically expanded mass surveil-
lance, eroding constitutional protections,
and intensified police militarization. Mar-
ginalized and racialized groups, from Mus-
lims and Arabs to Black and Indigenous or-
ganizers to migrants, have borne the brunt
of these consequences,” the project noted.

Last, there are environmental costs be-
cause “military jets and vehicles consume
petroleum-based fuels at an extremely high
rate, and the vehicles used in the war zones
produce tons of carbon monoxide, ni-
trogen oxides, hydrocarbons, and sulfur di-
oxide in addition to CO2”. One of the key
findings has been that the US Department
of Defense is the world’s single largest in-
stitutional consumer of 0il —making it one
of the world’s top greenhouse gas emitters.

© WAR IN WEST ASIA

Strait of Hormuz crisis spotlights a growing risk for Indian seafarers: Abandonment

F/ d
SUNANDA MEHTA

THE WAR in West Asia, in which anumber
of tankers and merchant vessels near the
Persian Gulf have come under attack, is
throwing light on the risks faced by com-
mercial sailors, especially Indians.

At least three Indian seafarers have
been killed so far in Iranian attacks.

As ships continue to find themselves
stranded near the Strait of Hormuz, industry
stakeholders are warning of the increasing
risk of “abandonments” —when shipowners
cease all support to their crew and vessels.

Indians, who make up about 15% of the
world’s seafarer workforce — the second
biggest share by nationality — top the list
of “abandoned seafarers”.

A recent report by the International
Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF),

which represents seafarers globally, put the
number of abandoned Indian seafarers in
2025 at a record 1,125, representing nearly
18% of all global abandonment cases. The
total number of ships abandoned was also
arecord — 410 in 2025 from 20 in 2016.

Around 7,40,000 seafarers are regis-
tered with India’s Directorate General of
Shipping (DGS) and 3,23,479 of them are ac-
tive seafarers. Here’s a look at why aban-
donment happens and why Indians are the
worst affected.

Whatis ‘seafarer abandonment’?

Seafarer abandonment referstoascen-
ario where shipowners cut off all support
to their crew, leaving them stranded with-
out pay, food, shelter, medical care or away
home, either aboard a vessel orin a foreign
port. For many seafarers, especially those
from low-income backgrounds, disem-
barking abandoned vessels without a sal-
ary is impossible — they often would have
already shelled out hefty sums of money to
agents for jobs or training certifications.
Additionally, port or visa restrictions may
prevent them from going ashore.

Why would owners abandon their
crew and vessels?

When faced with situations such as high
operational costs, debt, or even war and
strife, ship owners may opt to cut ties alto-
gether rather than pay wages, cover repat-
riation or maintain ageing vessels.

Butenabling these abandonmentsisthe
“flag of convenience” (FOC) system. Each
commercial vessel needs to register with a
country’s flagso that it has alegal national-
ity. This determines the laws a vessel must
follow and the protectionsits crew receives.

But since international rules allow flag-
ging anywhere, ship owners pick countries
(called Flag States) that allow them to by-
pass safety standards, avoid taxes, and skirt
laws protecting labour conditions and
wages. The FOC system also conceals the
ownership, enabling fly-by-night operators.
It is little surprise, then, that FOC vessels
dominate abandonment. The ITF estimates
that 30% of the 1,00,000-strong global mer-
chantfleet flies FOCs, and 90% of the aban-
doned ships in 2024 were under FOCs.

ChiragBahri, operations manager at the
International Seafarers Welfare and Assis-

tance Network (ISWAN), said the turmoil
in West Asia threatens more abandon-
ments. “If this crisis persists, shipping com-
panies in the Gulf region may encounter
significant financial difficulties, which
could threaten their survival, potentially
resulting in more seafarers being left
stranded on their vessels,” says Bahri.

What are the recentincidentsin
which Indian seafarers have found
themselves abandoned?

In March 2026, 20 Indians and two others
were stranded onthe MV Manalinear Iran’s
Bandar Abbas Port amid bombings.

In 2025, 19 people, 17 of them Indians,
were stranded off UAE on the tanker Glo-
bal Peace. Since June last year, the crew of
the Eleen Armonia, including four Indians,
hasallegedly been abandoned off the coast
of Nigeria — with no pay and battling se-
vere mental strain in isolation.

In 2024, crew members onthe MV Cap-
tain Tarek, one of them an Indian, were left
abandoned for several months off Yemen.

In July 2025, the crew members of the
MT Nathan found themselves abandoned
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in awar zone for monthsin a portin South
Ukraine, caught between Russian bombing
and the Ukrainian air defence.

The West Asian and Persian Gulf re-
gions, conflict-ridden waters, dominated
recent incidents of abandonment. Over 100
Indians were repatriated from 14 vesselsin
places like Sharjah (UAE), Tartus (Syria),
Shinas (Oman) and Qatar in 2025-2026.

Why are Indian seafarers susceptible
toabandonment?

Indian seafarers top abandonment lists
owing to amix of socioeconomic pressures,
systemic flaws in recruitment, and a surge
in fraudulent practices, says Bahri.

“India’s vast population, particularly in
tier-3 and tier-4 cities, sees seafaring as a
golden escape from poverty — salaries here
can dwarflocal earnings by multiples. But
unlike earlier generations with family ship-
ping ties, many rural newcomers fall into
traps set by rogue agents. These agents
charge high fees for phantom jobs, peddle
fake or bought foreign certificates, and
dangle promises of instant wealth,” he says.

Bahri also points to policy gaps. “The

ease of obtaining a CDC (Continuous Dis-
charge Certificate, mandatory for sailing)
through minimal modular courses fuels
false expectations without guaranteed em-
ployment, pushing desperate individuals
toward exploitative agents.”

What protections do seafarers have?

Stranded seafarers need to swiftly alert
ITF inspectors worldwide for aid, wage ne-
gotiation and repatriation. Indian seafarers
can also dial the DGS’s round-the-clock
helpline. In India, the DGS is responsible
for verifying the credentials of ships, owners
and recruitment and placement agencies.
But the shipping community alleges that
lax regulatory oversight is behind issues
such as abandonment.

Capt PC Meena, Deputy Director General
of Shipping (Crew) at the DGS, said the regu-
lator has tightened compliance require-
ments for recruitment and placement ser-
vicelicensees and shipping firms. He said 86
vessels were blacklisted for repeated abuses
against Indians in September 2025 alone.

The writer is Resident Editor, Pune
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Tarifts to LPG,
a shape-shifting crisis

HE 1997 Asian Contagion, triggered by the collapse of

the Thai baht before spreadingto other countriesinthe

region and beyond, was a financial crisis. So was the

American subprime mortgage crisis leading to the glo-
bal Great Recession from late 2007 tomid-2009. India’s twin-defi-
citand twin-balance-sheet problems of the last decade were also
primarily “financial” crises. Financial imbalances — from cur-
rency devaluations and capital flight, the bursting of housing and
asset bubbles or high fiscal and external current account deficits
—spilled overinto the real economy, causing growth and invest-
ment slowdowns. The “real” impact of over-leveraged private
corporates notinvestingand bad loans-saddled banks notlending
on the Indian economy was felt through much of the 2010s.

The present decade, in contrast, has seen more “real” crises.
The Covid pandemic, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the on-
going US-Israel-versus-Iran conflict have all originated from the
physical, as opposed to the financial, world. These have pro-
foundly disrupted physical human interaction or movement of
goods. Just as the virus made people afraid of meeting one
another, the wars have created anxiety among exporters and im-
porters, and producers and consumers alike. The movement of
vessels through the Strait of Hormuz, which handles about afifth
of the world’s total petroleum liquid consumption and liquefied
natural gas trade, has stopped due to non-availability of war risk
insurance for hull and cargo. The very reports of attacks on ships
and their sailorsbeing stranded at sea are enough to freeze inter-
national trade. Theripple effects on other real economic activities
don’t take longin coming.

Likewith Covid and the Russia-Ukraine war, which sent global
oil and food prices skyrocketing, the current West Asia conflict
will have a spillover from the “real” to the “financial”. For India,
it could entail a further weakening of the rupee and renewed
pressures on both the balance of payments and government fi-
nances. This, just when the Centre as well as states have been
workingon fiscal consolidation and reduction of debt-GDPratios
that had spiked to all-time-highs in 2020-21, because of pan-
demic-time spending and economic contraction. Financial crises
resulting from debt-fuelled growth, over-investment and specu-
lative bubbles are normal —even considered part of the business
cycle — in most market economies. The “real” crises of the kind
seen in this decade, including those emanating from Donald
Trump’s tariff wars, have more to do with geopolitics. It makes
economic policymaking much more complicated.

On climate change, mind
the science-policy gap

N 2023, scientists began debating the need to quantify the
extent of global warming. Natural fluctuations, such as El
Nirfio, made it difficult to ascertain if the faster rise in tem-
peratures was due to climate change. Now, an analysis by
Stefan Rahmstorf of the University of Potsdam, Germany, and
US statistician Grant Foster has confirmed the links between the
two. The researchers isolated the influence of phenomena such
as E1Nifio, volcanic eruptions and solar irradiance to affirm that
the pace of global warming has doubled since 2014, compared to
the decade before it. Their study, published in Geophysical Re-
search Letters a few days ago, reckons that the Paris Pact’s target
of keeping temperature rise to below 1.5 degrees Celsius below
pre-industrial levels could be out of reach by 2030. The study
comesinthewake of a Nature paper that concludes that sea-level
rise — caused by global heating — could be far higher than pre-
viously understood, including in IPCC reports. The two studies
confirm the fears of scientists — the climate system is already in
uncharted territory. As another analysis, published on Tuesday
inthejournal Environmental Research: Health, points out, a third
of the world’s population now lives in areas — including large
parts of India — where heat severely limits human activity.

It took careful diplomacy to include the 1.5-degree target in
the Paris Pact. Since then, diplomacy has not kept pace with
science. Take the net-zero target. Two different methodologies
are used to calculate this goal — one deployed by IPCC scientists
and a much looser method adopted by national policymakers.
The latter, criticised for not reckoning with the fact that multiple
entities can claim the same emission cuts, has found its way into
climate negotiations. Scientists who framed the net-zero concept
warn that reliance on this method will artificially inflate progress.

Every fraction of a degree of warming will make adaptation
more expensive. As the Environmental Research: Health study
warns, extreme heat will affect not only the elderly but also the
young and healthy. Public health experts, agriculture scientists
and energy specialists have blueprints to increase resilience. It’s
up to policymakers to make optimum use of their inputs.

In RadiC’s architecture,
poctics of space

ORDS OFTEN fail critics trying to describe the

work of Chilean architect Smiljan Radié, recipi-

ent of the 2026 Pritzker Architecture Prize,

architecture’s most coveted award. His futur-
istic modernism is sometimes interpreted as “conceptually
evasive”, and, at other times, as “Mies van der Rohe-meets-
Star Trek”. Spanning cultural and commercial buildings,
residences, and pavilions, each project is marked by a unique
dialogue between structure, material and context. Ranging
from minimalist, sharply geometric forms to sculptural, al-
most fantastical constructions, they challenge conventional
notions of space.

Radi¢’s buildings allow the city in. In the Biobio Theatre,
he and his collaborators used woven fibreglass over 8,000
sqm, throwing the building’s skeleton open to the city in its
translucence. The VIK Winery in Millahue is mostly under-
ground, with the remaining structure peeping out lightly
above ground. For Alexander McQueen’s Spring/Summer
2022 show in London, he created a stage almost like a soap
bubble, against the city’s skyline. Radic¢’s architecture cel-
ebrates the weathering of materials, the “pretty ugliness” of
objects, and the fragility of time and nature.

Once considered the end of the world, post-Pinochet Chile
hasbecome a site where architects explore material versatility
and technical finesse. Radi¢’s work, often inspired by literary
or artistic references, succeeds not only because it honours
legacy but because it offers inventive paths to the future.
Blending experimentation with a deep sensitivity to context,
it offers lessons for other architects, showing how architecture
can be both rooted in place and radically inventive.

1955, two implements of Indian
domestic life have remained
steadfastly rooted in the national
imagination as symbols of well-
being as well as intergenerational class
mobility. One is the pressure cooker and
the other is the LPG cylinder. Their non-
Indian origins notwithstanding, they have
iconic status as objects that both represent
modernity and give rise to bonds of family.
In popular culture, the idea of the modern
Indian family is indispensably built
around theidea of a kitchen equipped with
one or more pressure cookers and (and
even more desirably) multiple LPG cylin-
ders. The plump red cylinder with faded
company logo is the object of both do-
mestic aspirations and welfare. It is not for
nothingthat old films wanting to show do-
mestic poverty would do it through a scene
of awoman blowing into a smoke-spewing
chulha, tears streaming down her face.
The political importance of the LPG cyl-
inder — or, rather, the fuel that gives it
meaning — was recognised in the 2016
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), in-
tended to provide clean cooking fuel torural
and poor households. The BJP’s publicity
strategy centred around billboards that
showed women in poses of happiness and
gratitude as they receive cylinders fromthe
Prime Minister. But the route to the well-
being of the Indian kitchen and family isen-
tangled in the global geopolitics of the US-

blocking of the Strait of Hormuz by the
latter. The majority of LPG supplies are
made up ofimports and around 90 per cent
ofthese pass through the Strait of Hormuz.
While global media outlets give consider-
able airtime to energy experts who fret over
the effect of petrol price increasesin the US
and Europe and the growing consumer
anger, there is farless coverage of the effects
of the war on some of the world’s most vul-
nerable populations.

Multiple studies indicate that while the
burning of solid fuel —wood, for example
— adds to the overall air pollution, its
health effects are most severe on the poor.
There are four intertwined aspects to this:
Class, caste, gender, and the rural-urban
divide. At the most general level, biomass
fuels affect the poor much more than the
better-off both due to the density of the
population where the poor are forced to
live and the constricted nature of their resi-
dential dwellings. Individual households
with a high level of biomass use
suffer disproportionately
whereas those who live in the lo-
cality but have alower instance of
using such fuel also suffer due to
exposure to the outdoor air pollu-
tion in their locality.

Government data show that
accesstocleanfuelssuchasLPGis
crucially dependent on caste. In
both urban and rural areas, for

SANJAY
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With women’s access to LPG,
studies suggest that the time
thatis saved allows for leisure
activities. Women are able to
utilise it for activities that
generate income. This secures a
measure of personal autonomy

homes that use LPG as the main cooking
fuel can be three to four times higher than
those belongingto SC and ST families. Akey
factor relates to the places of residence of
each of the above groups. In rural areas in
particular the socially marginalised are
forced to live in localities that suffer from
forbidding topography and poor transport
infrastructure. LPG cylinders are unwieldy
containers requiring pedal-powered or mo-
torised transport and, notwithstanding gov-
ernment subsidies, the location factor adds
another layer of discrimination when it
comes to energy access.

Among the poor — whether urban or
rural —women and young girls shoulder the
greatest burden of diseases connected to ex-
tended exposure to the pollution that results
from solid and biomass fuel use. While the
responsibility for food preparation is given
over towomen, the power to make decisions
about what kind of fuel to use is usually in
the hands of men. Given gender norms,
women’s health does not usually
figure as a priority when it comes
to deciding on the distribution of
the household budget. Add to this
the fact that daughters of the
household join their mothers in
sharing kitchen responsibilities
from a young age and you have a
lifetime of exposure to particulates
and other forms of pollution in ex-
tremely confined spaces.

disease, women’s access to LPG is also
linked to another well-being effect. Studies
suggest that the time that is saved — no
gathering of firewood and faster cooking
periods — releases them from the enforced
drudgery of household work, allowing for
leisure activities. Not only are women able
to devote more time to activities that im-
prove health outcomes but also utilise it for
activities that generate income. This, in
turn, secures a measure of personal auton-
omy that is denied by unpaid household
work. Control over timeis a crucial measure
of the capacity to control and fashion one’s
life chances. There is evidence that the red
cylinder hasbeen an important contributor
to this aspect of women’s lives.

India is heavily reliant on imports to
meet domestic LPG requirements and the
current shortage has had significant effects
on commercial activities, such as restaur-
ants and hotels having to curtail operating
hours. However, a more significant crisis re-
lates to the welfare effects on the poor.
Popular culture portrayals of the LPG cylin-
der as harbinger of personal and collective
well-being are not far off the mark: The tran-
sition from the wood-burning chulhatothe
bright blue flame of the LPG stove is also a
transition to better life chances.

The writer is distinguished research professor,
Department of Anthropology and Sociology,
SOAS University of London
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doomsday scenarios — high oil prices,
evacuation imperatives, job losses in over-
seas labour markets and the like. I have
been awitness to fortunes made in the Per-
sian Gulf from every outbreak of turmoil
since the triumphant return of Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini to Tehran from exile
in1979. Smart countries in the lower parts
of this region have thrived from every war
— there have been many inits proximity —
since Iran’s Islamic Revolution. All this
runs against India’s traditional ethos and
public policies. It needs to change because
times have changed. If India does not
change, it willlose, and the loss to altruism
and compassion will be borne by this
country’s 1.4 billion people.

I arrived in the Gulf, 11 months before
Khomeini’s return, to start the first broad-
sheet English newspaper on the Arab side
of the region. With me were six Indian jour-
nalists, a British editor and a Bangladeshi
news editor, who had spent many years at
Xinhua and was the only foreign journalist
in Beijing during the aftershocks of the
Cultural Revolution. Nineteen months
after Khomeini took control of Iran, Sad-
dam Hussein, Iraq’s then president, or-
dered an invasion of his eastern neighbour.
The war lasted eight years, caused deaths
estimated at half a million and ended ina
draw brokered by the UN. Dubai thrived
during this period by supplying Iran with
everything it needed through the port of
Bandar Abbas. This port is less than two
nautical miles from the emirate and it
takes only between 16 and 24 hours for
cargo ships to reach it. It was like a lucky
lottery ticket for Dubai’s merchants —
many of whom are of Persian descent —
that such vessels could avoid the most dan-
gerous choke points in wartime in the
Strait of Hormuz. As a reporter, I went
every six months to the Dubai ports and
customs department to check re-export
figures, a barometer of the emirate’s pros-
perity in those days before Dubai grew into
anything remotely like what it is now. Re-
exports went up by leaps and bounds. Such
windfalls were repeated during the war to
free Kuwait from Iraqgi occupation in 1991
and the US invasion that overthrew Sad-
dam Hussein in 2003.

How canIndiagain from the dentin the
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Amid the gloom, an
opportunity to rebuild

image of Gulf countries as safe havens from
constant Arab upheavals without appear-
ing to fish in troubled waters? Abu Dhabi
and Dubai are leading MICE (Meetings, In-
centives, Conferences, and Exhibitions) lo-
cations. The Abu Dhabi National Ex-
hibition Centre (ADNEC), the largest such
venue in the Arab world, hosts more than
100 international events every year.
Dubai’s Expo City does the same. Cancel-
lations of some of these events are inevi-
table now because global MICE pro-
grammes require certainty. Instead of
goingin for cancellations, India can use its
friendly relations with the UAE to shift
some of these events to Delhi, Mumbai or
Bengaluru, which have venues that match
ADNEC and Expo City in capacity, amen-
ities and comfort. Yashobhoomi in the na-
tional capital, the Bangalore International
Exhibition Centre and Mumbai’s Jio World
Centre are currently underutilised. MICE
isamulti-billion-dollar business, but India
has never had a strategy or credible plan to
attract this business.

Persuading ADNEC and Expo City to
shift some of their mammoth events this
year to India — even if they have to be
downsized —instead of cancellingthem is
a stopgap arrangement. But it can be built
upon because of the opportunities such re-
location will allow to expose India’s re-
cently enhanced MICE infrastructure —
like Bharat Mandapam in Delhi — to the
global exhibition and conference industry.
Fortuitously, this chance coincides with the
appointment of an economic diplomat,
Jawed Ashraf, as chairman of the Indian
Trade Promotion Organisation (ITPO). As
he works on a complete reorientation of
ITPO’s global outreach, Ashraf has been
keen to bring in the best practices of
another MICE location, Singapore, where
he was high commissioner. Disruptionsin
the Gulf offer him an opportunity, if only
India is ready to be self-serving.

Dubai’s reputation was built over 40
years of hard and imaginative work. If the
war in West Asia does not stop soon, it will
take as many decadestorebuild confidence
in the Gulf. India used a windfall from the
war in Ukraine until Trump stepped in. But
those were government-to-government
windows and were existential for India. The
opportunities popping up now are people-
centric and can benefit everyone, from
some entrepreneurs to corporate leaders.

The writer, a senior journalist,
has worked in West Asia
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Any law must
acknowledge
different
harms, such as
grooming,
sexual content,
addiction, and
mental-health
challenges, and
explore
targeted
mitigation
strategies as
opposedtoa
sweeping ban

HE KARNATAKA and Andhra Pradesh governments

have announced their intention to introduce

measures torestrict social-mediaaccess for children

below the ages of 16 and 13 years respectively. With

law-making powers relating to internet and com-
munications governance typically falling under the Union List,
itisunclear whether states can, in fact, regulate children’s access
to social media through legislation.

Fragmented approaches to social-media bans can present
challengesin applicability, particularly in the case of non-uniform
age thresholds across different states. It is also unclear how dif-
ferent states may intend to assign the onus with respect to en-
forceability. A broader social media ban for children is also con-
tentious dueto several constraints. Itischallenging toidentify an
age threshold, as it could be onerous to ascertain the extent of
agency and evolving capacity that anindividual child may dem-
onstrate. Moreover, online age verification raises several privacy
concerns, since such regulation would require every user to verify
their age to access platforms, through mechanisms which have
not fully been specified. Such a ban also fails to account for chal-
lenges such as shared device usage. A ban may also further limit
online expression for girls and LGBTQIA+ children.

AsperIndia’s data protection law, which is yet to be enforced,
evenwhen children are past anidentified age threshold, they will
still need parental consent to access most platforms. Notwith-
standing the prevailing law in their state, parents may choose to
exercise caution ina manner that disregards their child’sindivid-
ual capacity and agency. Social-mediabans, coupled with existing
parental consent requirements under data protection frame-
works, may shift the narrative entirely towards restricting
children’saccess, whereas the real question relatesto how we can
safeguard children from the very real harms that present them-
selves online. With children continuing to be exposed to inherent
platform design choices that can foster safety harms, the crux of
the problem often remains unaddressed.

Rather than restricting access, policies and legal frameworks
should empower children and parents to navigate these platforms
safely. The Centreisreportedlylooking tointroduce alaw that at-
tempts to take a “nuanced and graded approach” to regulating
accesstosocial media for children. However, itisimperative that
consultative processes take a multi-stakeholder approach, in-
cluding consultation with civil society, academia, and children.
Any law must acknowledge different harms, such as grooming,
sexual content, addiction, and mental-health challenges, and ex-
plore targeted mitigation strategies as opposed to asweeping ban.
The law must also build pathways towards equipping children,
parents and educators with tools for responsible social media use.

Itiscrucial thatlegislation consider factorssuch asIndia’slin-
guisticdiversity, which may not only impact how platforms detect
children’s accounts but can also dictate the accuracy with which
safety measures used by platforms work. Additionally, a narrow
focus on social-media platforms alone ignores risks that may pres-
ent themselves on alternative mediums such as gaming plat-
forms and largelanguage models. Policies and legal frameworks
must, therefore, safeguard the best interests of children in a
manner that accounts for emerging technologies and India’s
unique considerations and challenges.

The writer is project officer at Centre for Communication
Governance, National Law University Delhi
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Chavanfinalises ministers

S B CHAVAN, Maharashtra Chief Minister-
elect, met the Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi,
in New Delhi. Chavanis expected toreturn
to Bombay soon. He said the list of the
members of his Cabinet was finalised after

- m— his meeting with Rajiv Gandhi, which lasted
R - about 90 minutes. After arriving here from
Bombay, Chavan drove straight to the Prime
. Minister’s house. Prabha Rau, MPCC(l) presi-
2 -SSR dent, who accompanied him from Bombay,
R waited at Chavan’s residence.

M dead

India told of killings

INDIA WAS told of a UN panel on the escalat-
ing violence and indiscriminate killings of

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

the minority Tamils in SriLanka and ex-
pressed the hope that President Jayewar-
dene would resist political pressures and
work out a peaceful solution to the ethnic
problemin his country. Speaking in the com-
mittee on the elimination of racial discrimi-
nation, Shanti Sadiq Ali said the situationin
SriLanka had “deteriorated considerably”
with the conditions of the minority (Tamils)
becoming “very precarious.”

PM’s TV ‘exposure’

A DOORDARSHAN discussion on the projec-
tion of the Prime Minister on television vs
the official control of the media has runinto
rough weather, thanks to the government's
noncooperative attitude. The discussion

was to be telecastin Newsline, a fortnightly
programme presented by a private agency
under a Calcutta editor. The original idea
was tointerview L K Advani, information
minister in the Janata government, Mani
Shankar Aiyar, the Prime Minister’s publicity
aide, and Amita Malik, a media critic.

Marcos papers

THE REAGAN administration has decided to
turn over to the Philippines government
copies of all the 1,500 financial documents
brought to Hawaii by Ferdinand Marcos,
amidst reports that President Corazon
Aquino has frozen all assets and properties
in the Philippines of the deposed president,
his family and associates.
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It would be morally indefensible
for this country to support the
US-Israeli aggression against Iran.
— Dawn,Pakistan
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Growth has been less strong than it seemes.
The misreading has complicated policy

O

ABHISHEK A
JOSH FELMAN
AND ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN

ECENTLY, THE government

released a new series of GDP

numbers. It did so fortwomain

reasons. First, the weightsof the

various goods and services
needed updating, a step that was long over-
due as India’s economy has gone through
tremendous changes since the weights were
last established in 2011-12. Second, short-
comings in the methodology for estimating
GDP needed to be addressed.

The process of changing the methodol-
ogy hasbeen commendably consultative, for
which the Ministry of Statistics and Policy
Implementation (MoSPI) deserves credit.
But assessing whether the shortcomings
have been substantively addressed will take
time. And it will ultimately depend on the
quality and plausibility of the new numbers.

Prima facie, while there have clearly
been improvements, some oddities remain.
For example, goods inflation (as measured
by the manufacturing GVA deflator) is
strangely negative for 10 quarters, which has
led to an unusual jump in the sector’s real
growth rate. Also, import deflators are rad-
ically different from those in the previous
series, which has produced sharp changes
in real import growth.

But before we can fully assess the new
methodology, we need tounderstand: What
were the problems with the old methodol-
ogy? Were they serious? In a new paper, we
try to answer these questions.

Start with the manifestation of the prob-
lem. Until adecade ago, there wasaclose re-
lationship between the GDP numbers and
the standard macro-indicators that econ-
omists monitor to gauge the health of the
economy: Exports, credit, taxes, electricity
consumption, sales and the index of indus-
trial production. These relationships broke
down, however, after the methodology was
radically revised in January 2015.

AKkey problem was the use of inappropri-
ate data sources, notably proxying the per-

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

SCvs NCERT

TO BE angry over the textbooks
issue even after NCERT s deletion
and apology appears excessive for
the apex court (‘In blacklisting
experts, SC does itself disservice’,
IE, March 13).In awider frame-
work, it risks creating a chilling
effect on teachers, authors, and
publishers, who may hesitate to
state even alleged details that
could reflect adversely on anin-
stitution. It also raises concerns
of adouble standard, that s,
when similar institutional pro-
tection is often demanded by mi-
norities or religious bodies.
Guarding faith in institutions is
one thing, but measures that in-
still fear run contrary to our con-
stitutional values.

Shaswat Jena, Indirapuram

THE MORAL authority of an insti-
tution is paramount and nothing
mustdent it (‘In blacklisting ex-
perts, SCdoesitself disservice’, IE,
March13). Inthe case of NCERT,
thereaction of the SCisbeingseen
asan overreach without a match-
ing cause. It would have been
better to show intent to own, cor-
rect, and move forward. We have
high hopes from our strong setup
of governance, includingthe legis-
lature, executive and judiciary.
Sanjeev Raina, Noida

Move toimpeach

THE OPPOSITION partiesin India
are in dire straits. They are hard-
pressed by aseries of defeats and
the high-handedness of state in-
stitutions, both of which are mu-
tually reinforcing. Their own con-
duct has exacerbated their
predicament (‘Question CEC, but
move toimpeachisunwise’, IE,
March 13). Thereis scarcely any
issue on which it has foughtthe
government tooth and nail. Rarely
isanissue pursued with diligence.
This shifting of goalposts hasre-
duced the stature of the Opposi-
tion toacaricature. This explains
why state institutions continue to
treat them unfairly with impunity,
while they simultaneously fail to
rally meaningful public support.
Anirudh Parashar, Chandigarh

 GROWTH RATES OF MACRO-INDICATORS OF GDP
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formance of the informal sector by using
data from the formal sector. This may have
beenareasonable approachin normal times.
Butafter2015, the informal sector was hit dis-
proportionately by three severe shocks: De-
monetisation, the introduction of the GST
and Covid. As a result, the methodology
overstated informal sector performance —
aserious problem, since informal enterprises
accounted for over 45 per cent of the econ-
omy in 2011-12.

The other major problem was the use of
inappropriate deflators. Much attention has
been paid to the lack of “double deflation”.
Thebiggerissue wasthe use of inappropriate
price indices, most notably the use of the
wholesale price index (WPI), to deflate ser-
vices production even though the WPI does-
n’t really capture service prices. This was a
particularly acute problem over the past dec-
adewhen the WPI plunged, driven largely by
the collapse in the price of oil. As a

average between 2011-12 and 2023-24, with
inappropriate data and deflators contribu-
tingroughly equally. Asaresult, we estimate
the economy grew at4-4 14 per cent on aver-
age instead of 6 per cent over these 12 years.
Estimates of India’s potential growth need
to be re-calibrated accordingly.

For the earlier period, the 2015 method-
ology had the opposite effect: It underesti-
mated growth by about 1-15 percentage
points on average between 2004-05 and
2011-12. The net result is a mischaracterisa-
tion of the 20-year trajectory of growth. The
boom of the aughties and the subsequent
slowdown have been erased from history, re-
placed by a picture of steady, rapid growth.

The figures show the problem. The
macro-indicators surged from the 1990s
to the early aughties but then decelerated
sharply, falling even below pre-2005 levels
(see arrows). Yet official GDP growth fig-

ures (the shaded area) portray a

result, inflation was understated ~ Much attentionhasbeenpaid  picture of stable growth over the
and real growth was overstated.  tothelack of doubledeflation’.  €ntire period.

These problems mattered enor-
mously, causing significant mises-
timation when the 2015 methodol-
ogy was applied to GDP growth
numbers, initially from 2011-12 on-
wards and then retrospectively to
figures going back to 2004-05.
Growth was overstated by
about 1%5-2 percentage points on

The bigger issue was the use of
inappropriate price indices,
most notably the WPI, to
deflate services production
even though the WPI doesn’t
really capture service prices

In this picture, there was no
India Shining between 2003 and
2010, when the heady, dizzy dyna-
mism was palpable everywhere,
including in all the major macro-
economic aggregates. Nor was
there any slowdown after the glo-
bal financial crisis, any impact of
the twin balance sheet problem, or

ofthe four major post-2015 shocks: Demon-
etisation, GST, the ILFS-triggered credit
meltdown and Covid. The official data sug-
gest that the last two decades were an unin-
terrupted idyll of 6-7 per cent growth.

This misreading complicated macro-
economic policy: Atvarious periodsthedata
signalled strength when the economy was
weak, and in others, it suggested that policy
should be eased when growth was strong. It
also attenuated the urgency for reforms, es-
pecially in the period between 2014-15 and
2019-20. After all, why change the policy
framework when it was already producing
world-beating growth?

Inrecentyears, there have been frequent
invocations of puzzles. If growth is strong,
why is private investment so weak? Why is
net FDI declining? Why are capacity utilisa-
tion, wage growth, employment growth so
tepid? More recently, why was there pressure
on the rupee if real growth was so much
greater than anywhere in the world? Each
puzzle elicits its own complex and different
explanation. But in the spirit of Occam’s
Razor, there is one simple, albeit partial, ex-
planation for all of them: Growth has been
less strong than it appears!

India has taken pride in being amongst
the fastest-growing economies in the world.
According to IMF data, India has been the
fourth-fastest-growing major economy be-
tween2011and 2023. Buteven on our revised
estimates, India will remain amongst the top
seven or eight fastest-growing economies.
National pride may yet be warranted but it
does not require a statistical crutch.

Our analysisis both complimentary and
complementaryto the latest effort by MoSPI.
Complimentary because MoSPI has now at-
tempted toaddressthe challengesidentified
by our analysis and other scholars. Comple-
mentary because while the new methodol-
ogy will apply to future estimates, our re-
search is about the past, focusing on
correcting the historical record. Our research
will also provide a benchmark for assessing
the new methodology when MoSPI under-
takes the backcasting exercise to come up
with estimates for the last one or two dec-
ades.Hopefully, out of the fog of the past
there will be light ahead.

The writers are affiliated respectively to Madras
Institute for Development Studies, JH Consulting
and Peterson Institute for International
Economics. Data and replication code for the
paper are available at the PIIE web-site
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RAMIN JAHANBEGLOO

THE WAR between Iran and the US and
Israel is in its second week. The conflict is
increasingly turning into a test of will be-
tween the Iranian regime and a multifront
military alliance. This is a moment of un-
certainty for the Iranian nation — caught
between intensifying attacks, geopolitical
tensions, and internal repression. Iran’s
strategy is clear: Survive the war. Iran has
expanded the confrontation with Israel and
the US because this is the only strategy for
the survival of the Islamic regime. The Ira-
nian regime is weakened, but it is not deci-
mated. Young Iranians are also pushing
back against the religious policies and cul-
tural repression of the current regime.

Hope is a necessary component for cre-
ating a better future for Iranians, but the war
does not follow a written script. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has no exit strategy; he
seemsto be offering the international com-
munity conflicting signals on howlongthe
US war with Iran will last. Consequently,
what started on February 28 as an attempt
to end the Islamic regime and its

seem to be underestimating is the potential
of the Shia ideology of martyrdom. This is
embedded in the institution of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and its
actions, and is used to justify regional ex-
pansion, hostility toward the US, and the
eradication of the state of Israel. It is by fa-
vouring this view that the Iranian regime
survived the eight-year war with Saddam
Hussein. This worldview cannot be de-
stroyed by bombs; it is faith-based.

For four decades, the ayatollahs and
the IRGC amplified the role of the Iranian
regime as a hegemonic power in West Asia
and the Levant. But today, with the degra-
dation of Hezbollah in Lebanon and the
collapse of the Bashar al-Assad regime in
Syria, Iran’s hegemonic potential has been
fatally compromised. Iran still has the ca-
pacity to turn this war into a “religious
war” by mobilising the Shia communities
across Asia. We saw an example of this
during the pro-Iran protest at the US con-
sulate in Karachi. Many still remember the

suicidal missions of young Ira-

hegemony in the region turned ~ InIran,the military mindset—  njan volunteers during the Iran-
intotheerosionofthe politicalbal-  in favour of the escalation ofthe Iraq War (1980-1988).

ance in the Persian-Arab Gulf.
Both Trump and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
know that the Iranian Regime can-
not win this war, but what they

war — is winning against the
political strategy of a reduction
in tensions with the West

Today, the scenes of jubilation
that followed the death of the Su-
preme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, in cities like Tehran
and Shiraz are now far away. The

Forces of martyrdom,
military lead chargein Iran

election of Mojtaba Khamenei as the new
Iranian Supreme Leader is a clear sign
that the hardline factions in the establish-
ment will retain power. Though Mojtaba
does not have the Shia theological creden-
tials needed, he is certainly a security-
minded leader through whom the IRGC
will try to expand its authority.

Therefore, more than ever, the mili-
tary mindset — in favour of the escalation
ofthe war with the US and Israel —is win-
ning against the political strategy of a re-
duction in tensions with the West. The
latter group is represented by the former
Iranian president Hassan Rouhani (2013—
2021), who consistently advocated for di-
plomacy over military conflict. It looks as
if, with the intensification of bombingsin
Iranian cities and around the Persian-
Arab Gulf area, the political line of
thought is losing ground within the Ira-
nian power structure. It is difficult to pre-
dict how and when the war will end, but
it seems that neither Israel nor the US
would like to deploy ground troops in this
war. It looks like the greatest moments of
this war for Donald Trump are the
unplanned ones.

The writer is director, Mahatma Gandhi
Centre for Nonviolence and Peace
Studies, OP Jindal Global University

In Nepal and
Bangladesh, the
people have
spoken
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RAMRAJYA
BY RAM MADHAV

NDIA IS not only the world’s largest democracy but a

successful one, too. It is a model for its South Asian

neighbours to emulate. The last couple of months saw

two important neighbours, Bangladesh and Nepal,

successfully demonstrating their democratic creden-
tials. Bangladesh held its elections on February 12, while
Nepal went to the polls on March 5. Two things stood out:
One, the peaceful manner in which they were conducted,
and two, the commendable maturity that the electors in both
countries displayed.

Bangladesh and Nepal witnessed popular revolts thatled
tothe ouster of their respective heads of government: Sheikh
Hasina in August 2024 and K P Oli in September 2025. These
revolts were not peaceful. The abruptness and scale of viol-
ence in both cases prompted some observers to suspect the
involvement of foreign agencies. But there were genuine rea-
sons for popular unrest in both countries.

Bangladesh remained under an unelected governmentled
by Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus for an unusually long
period. The Yunus government’s antics endeared it neither to
its people nor to neighbours like India; India-Bangladesh re-
lations touched a nadir. The National Citizen Party, backed by
the student groups that spearheaded the agitation against
Hasina, was seen as an important contender for power along
with the fundamentalist Jamaat-e-Islami. In the run-up to the
elections, many suspected that the two parties, with the back-
ing of the interim government, would emerge as frontrunners.

But the voters in Bangladesh demonstrated utmost wis-
dom and maturity in offering a landslide majority to the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), a seasoned warhorse in
the country’s politics. The BNP, under the leadership of Ta-
rique Rahman, is best suited to provide a stable government
with credibility and experience at this crucial juncture.

The BNP’s prio-
rities include imple-
mentation of the con-
stitutional and
political reforms ap-
proved by the citizens
in a referendum con-
ducted by the Yunus
administration in
February 2025. The re-
form proposals in-
clude, among others,
limiting the prime
minister to two con-
secutive terms and
creating an indepen-
dent anti-corruption
body. While Yunus
followed an overtly
anti-India policy, Rah-
man is expected to
bring balance and bonhomie back into the relationship.

In Nepal, the voters chose a new party that came into the
electoral scene just a few years ago. The Rastriya Swatantra
Party, led by 50-year-old journalist-turned-politician Rabi
Lamichhane, and 35-year-old rapper and youth sensation
(also former mayor of Kathmandu) Balendra Shah, registered
an unprecedented victory by winning more than two-thirds
of the seats. Nepal opted for younger faces and new leaders,
decisively rejecting the Nepali Congress and the Communist
Party of Nepal (UML), led by septuagenarians like Sher Ba-
hadur Deuba and K P Sharma Oli.

Although Nepal began its democratic journey in 1990, it
never succeeded in establishing stable governments. There
were more than a dozen prime ministerial tenures during the
constitutional monarchy between 1990 and 2008, and 14
since the abolition of the monarchy in 2008. The 2026 elec-
tion is a watershed moment because a single-party majority
government is being formed. It will provide greater stability
and allow for mature decision-making.

No democracy can be perfect, and no election will be com-
plaint-free. But India has always been more comfortable deal-
ing with fellow democracies, except for Pakistan, where a
sham democracy prevails with the country’s military looming
large. Earlier, the Maldives (in 2023) and Sri Lanka (in 2024)
conducted elections peacefully. In Myanmatr, elections were
held in December 2025-January 2026. All these governments
enjoy excellent relations with India. Given its historically
strong people-to-people ties with neighbours, India should
proactively reach out to the new governments in Bangladesh
and Nepal and rebuild relations, which have suffered some
setbacksin thelast few years. After all, as Atal Bihari Vajpayee
said, “We can change our friends but not neighbours.”

The writer, president, India Foundation, is with the BJP
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AS THE proliferation of Al increasingly im-
pactsus, one questionloomslarge: Who gets
to govern artificial intelligence? The pace
and scale of Al deployment has far out-
stripped the ability of traditional regulatory
models to ensure oversight. Historically,
technology governance has been state-cen-
tric, with standards set by regulators. The
emergence of artificially intelligent systems,
however, disrupts this tendency.
Al-enabled systemsincreasingly impact
labour markets, education, healthcare, fi-
nance, and even democratic processes.
While technical know-how residesin private

Society bears Alrisks, must have say in Algovernance

firms, the risk and impact is borne by the
public at large. This is compounded by the
ability of machine-learning systems to
evolve post-deployment, complicating regu-
lation for staticlegal frameworks. The cumu-
lative outcome is a fragmented ecosystem
where knowledge, regulation and risk are
unevenly distributed.

A participatory approach to governance
offers one pathway to correct thisimbalance.
Such an approach would enable the diverse
community of end-users, such as citizens,
civil society organisations, independent re-
searchersand academia, todetectemerging
harms that domain experts or developers
overlook. This is particularly helpful when
bias relates to linguistic or cultural groups,
regional practices orlocal traditions. Partici-
patory approaches allow models to account
for experiential knowledge, enabling audits

tobring contextual shortcomingsto the sur-
face. Community-led audits can further
strengthen transparency and accountability
by stress-testing systems under real-world
conditions. However, a participatory ap-
proach to governance may only be effective
when embedded in institutional design.
Thisrequires ustoreimagine governance
structures. To have meaningful oversight, Al
governance cannot remain in silos of state,
private sector or civil society organisations.
Also, intersectional coordination is contin-

If governance remains a
technocratic exercise behind
closed doors, Al will deepen
inequalities and weaken
democratic oversight

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

gentoninfrastructure. Deliberative govern-
ancerequires accessible reporting platforms
and open datasets. Targeted literacy pro-
grammes are required tolower barrierstoen-
gagement and democratise knowledge.

If governance remainsatechnocraticex-
ercise behind closed doors, Al will deepen
inequalities and weaken democratic over-
sight. If India invests in qualitative institu-
tionalised participatory mechanisms for Al
audits and builds infrastructure to drive re-
sponsible innovation, Al-enabled systems
canbealigned with public values rather than
narrow institutional priorities. The challenge
is not whether to govern Al or not, but to do
soinaway that redistributes power equitably
and secures public trust going forward.

Discourse around Al governance often
treats opacity asa purely technical problem,
locating the “black box” within proprietary

algorithms and complex model architec-
tures. While technical opacity is real, this
framing is incomplete. There is also an
emergingsocial blackbox. Decisions regard-
ing what problems are worth automating,
which datasets are to be deployed for train-
ing models, whose errors are tolerable and
which harms we embrace are not always
made by algorithms. They are shaped by
commercial value, strategic priorities and so-
cial considerations. So long as upstream
choicesremain opaque, even transparent Al
models may produce unjust outcomes. Par-
ticipatory governance mechanisms carry
the prospect of piercing this veil and opening
Al systems to democratic oversight.

Patra is Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha.
Upretiis assistant director at Cyril Shroff
Centre for Al, Law & Regulation
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ONE FRENCH soldier was killed and six others were
wounded after an Iran-made drone attack in Iraq that

President Emmanuel Macron said was unacceptable.

Iran’s new Supreme Leader is wounded
and likely disfigured, says Hegseth

Trump eases
curbs on Russian
oil, says US will hit
Iran ‘very hard’

Associated Press
Dubai, March 13

US DEFENCE Secretary Pete
Hegseth says Iran’s new su-
preme leader “is wounded and
likely disfigured.” Hegseth
spoke Friday, a day after Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah
Mojtaba Khamenei released a
written statement vowing to
continue the war.

It was Khamenei's first
statement since he assumed
Iran's top office after the death
of his father in an Israeli strike.

President Donald Trump
said the US was going to be hit-
ting Iran “very hard over the
next week”, shortly afterissuing
apartial 30-day waiver for pur-
chases of sanctioned Russian
oil, hopingto ease prices fuelled
by the US-Israeli war on Iran.

Prices have been whipsaw-
ingon Trump's comments
about the likely duration of the
war, which has prompted Iran
to attack vessels in the Strait of
Hormuz, the conduit for a fifth
of the world's oil.

Trump has previously said
the war is “complete”, and also
promised to guarantee the
safety of vesselsin the Strait. In
a Fox News interview aired on
Friday, Trump said the US
would escort shipping there “if
we needed to”.

After nearly two weeks of
war, 2,000 people have been
killed, most ofthem in Iran, but
many also in Lebanon and a
growing number in the Gulf,

which has for the first time in
decades of Middle East conflicts
found itself on the front line.

US forces have also suffered
casualties. The US military con-
firmed that all sixcrew members
aboard a refuelling aircraft that
crashed in western Iraq were
dead. Iran fired more missiles
anddronesatIsrael,and Iranian
droneswere reported flyinginto
Kuwait, Iraq, the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain and Oman.

The Israeli military
launched strikes across Tehran.
It said its air force had struck
more than 200 targets in west-
ern and central Iran over the
past day, including ballistic
missile launchers, air defence
systems and weapons produc-
tion sites.

Iranian Press TV said a
woman had been killed by an
airstrike close to a rally in
Tehran for Quds (Jerusalem)
Day, one of many acrossIranin
supportof Palestinianslivingin
Israeli-occupied territory.

President Masoud Pezesh-
kian, Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi and security chief Ali
Larijani all appeared in videos
verified by Reuters openly at-
tendingthe rally in a gesture of
defiance, despite an assertion
by U.S. Defense Secretary Peter
Hegseth that the leadership
were “cowering” underground.

“People are not afraid of
these attacks. As you can see,
people have come out in this
rain, under these hardships,”
judiciary chief Gholamhossein
Mohseni-Ejei “We will not back
down in any way.”

With gasoline and diesel
prices rising at pumps in the
United States and around world,
the USon Thursday issued a 30-
day licence for countries to buy
Russian oil and petroleum prod-
ucts already at sea.

US Navy could escort
vessels in the Strait
with international
coalition, says Bessent

Reuters
London, March 13

THE US Navy, perhaps with an
international coalition, will es-
cortvessels through the Strait of
Hormuz when it is militarily
possible, US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent told Sky Newsinan
interview on Thursday.

“My belief, that as soon as it
is militarily possible, the US
Navy, perhaps with an interna-
tional coalition, will be escorting
vessels through,” Bessent said.

The plan to escort ships
would go ahead as soon as the
US has “complete control of the
skiesand...(Iran's) rebuilding ca-
pabilities for the missiles com-
pletely degraded,” he said.

US and Israeli strikesonIran
and the subsequent response by
Tehran have widened regional
tensions and paralyzed shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz,
disrupting vital Middle East oil
and gas flows and sending
energy prices higher.

Iran’sIslamic Revolutionary
Guard Corpssaysit will block il
shipments from Gulf unless the
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My belief, that

assoonasitis
militarily possible,
the US Navy,
perhaps with an
international
coalition, will be
escorting vessels
through the Strait”

SCOTT BESSENT,
US TREASURY SECRETARY .

US and Israeli attacks cease.
“There are tankers coming
through now, Iranian tankers,
some Chinese flag tankers... So
we know that they have not
mined the straits,” Bessent said.

ASEAN FOREIGN ministry called for an
immediate halt to West Asia war as oil prices
and trade disruptions hit region.

A TURKISH -owned ship that had been waiting
near Iran was allowed to pass through the Strait
of Hormuz after authorities received permission.

THEUNITED States has designated an officer
outside of US Central Command to complete a
probe on a strike on an Iranian school.

The mortal remains of 45 sailors of the Iranian frigate IRIS Dena inside a facility in Iran on Friday. Sri Lankan authorities had handed over the
bodies to the Embassy of Iran. On March 4, Sri Lanka said it had recovered 84 bodies of Iranian sailors after a US submarine attack sank the
IRIS Dena off Galle on the island’s southern coast. @RAN_IN_INDIA

Blast rocks Tehran rally after Israel threat

NATO defences
intercepted third
missile from Iran,
says Turkey

Associated Press
Dubai, March 13

A LARGE explosion rocked a
central square in Iran’s capital
where thousands were gathered
Friday for an annual state-or-
ganized rally to support Palesti-
nians and call for Israel’s de-
mise. Israel warned that it would
target theareain central Tehran.

There were no reports of
casualties. But the decision to
proceed with the mass demon-

Chinapledges
$200,000for
victims of Iran
school bombing

Press Trust of India
Beijing, March 13

CHINA ON Friday said it will
provide $200,000 in emerg-
ency humanitarian assistance
to the students killed in an air-
strike on an elementary school
inIran in the ongoingjoint US-
Israel attacks on the country.

China expresses deep con-
dolencesregardingthe deaths of
students in the recent attack on
an Iranian elementary school
and extends sincere sympathies
to their families, Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Guo
Jiakun said at a media briefing.

Red Cross Society of China
has decided to provide the Ira-
nian Red Crescent Society with
USD 200,000 in emergency hu-
manitarian assistance, he said.

“Chinaiswillingto continue
to offer necessary support to
Iran in the spirit of humanitar-
ianism to help the Iranian
people overcome the diffi-
culties,” Guo said.

China condemns all indis-
criminate attacks against civil-
ians and non-military targets.
Targeting schools and harming
children constitute a severe vi-
olation of international hu-
manitarian law, he added.

Iranians carry flags as they take part in a protest marking the annual al-
Quds Day on the last Friday of holy month of Ramzan, in Tehran. rReuters

stration that was attended by
some senior government offi-
cials,and Israel’s threat to target
the area, underscored the fierce
determination on both sides
nearly two weeks into awar that
has rattled the global economy
and shows no sign of letting up.

Iran has continued to
launch widespread missile and
drone attacks on Israel and
neighboring Gulf states, and
has effectively closed the Strait
of Hormuz, through which a
fifth of the world’s traded oil
passes, even as US and Israeli

warplanes pummel military
and other targets across Iran.

The explosion in Tehran
rocked the Ferdowsi Square
area midday, where thousands
had gathered for an annual
Quds Day rally in which they
chanted “death to Israel” and
“death to America.”

NATO air defenses inter-
cepted amissile fired from Iran
and entering Turkey’s airspace
on Friday, the Turkish defense
ministry said in a statement.

It was the third such inter-
ception of an Iranian missile
over Turkey in 10 days. The de-
fense ministry did not say where
the missile was shot down. Ina
statement, Allison Hart, a spo-
keswoman for NATO, con-
firmed the interception of a
missile “headingto Turkey.”

US refueller deployed for combat
mission crashes in Iraq, 6 killed

Reuters
Washington, March 13

ALL SIX crew members aboard
a US military refueling aircraft
that crashed in western Iraq are
confirmed to have been killed,
the US military said on Friday.

A US military refueling air-
craft crashed in western Iraq on
Thursday, in an incident the
military said involved another
aircraft but was not the result of
hostile or friendly fire.

The deaths add to the seven
US service members who have
already been killed as part of US
operations against Iran which
began on February 28.

“The circumstances of
theincident are under investiga-
tion. However, theloss of the air-
craft was not due to hostile fire
or friendly fire,” a statement
from US Central Command said.

AUS official told Reutersthat
the second aircraft involved in
the crash, which landed safely,
was also a military refueling air-
craft known as the KC-135.

The United States has de-
ployed alarge number of aircraft
into the Middle East to take part
in operations against Iran and
the incident highlights the risk
of not just operations, but of re-
fueling aircraft in the air.

The KC-135, built by Boeing

e WHATISTHEKC-135 STRATOTANKER

AF-16 fighter jet being refuelled by a KC-135 Stratotanker. riLe

BUILT BY Boeing in the 1950s, the
KC-135 Stratotanker has long
been the backbone of the US Air
Force’s aerial refueling fleet.

CRITICAL IN enabling other
aircraft to refuel midair, allowing
themto carry out long missions
without landing.

ACCORDING TO the Congres-
sional Research Service, the Air
Force had 376 KC-135 aircraftin
service last year. A typical KC-135
operates with a crew of three.

THE AIRCRAFT is gradually
being phased out as the next-
generation Boeing KC-46A
Pegasus tankers enter service

BESIDES REFUELLING missions,
KC-135s have also been used for
medical evacuations, transporting
wounded personnel, and for sur-
veillance operations.

HAS PREVIOUSLY beeninvolved
in several accidents, with the most
recent before the latest crash oc-

curringonMay 3,2013. REUTERS

inthe1950s and early 1960s, has
served as the backbone of the
U.S. military's air refueling fleet

and iscritical toallowingaircraft
to carry out missions without
having toland.

e PERCHED IN THE DANGREK MOUNTAINS, THE PREAH VIHEAR TEMPLE SITS ON THE CAMBODIA-THAILAND BORDER

Anancient temple caught in the heart of amodern contlict
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Sui-Lee Wee
Preah Vihear, March 13

THE SANDSTONE walls are
more than a millennium old
but they are pockmarked with
holes from artillery fire. An or-
nate column has collapsed. A
carving of a mythical seven-
headed serpent has been de-
stroyed. All along the half-mile
causeway are triangular red
placards that warn of unex-
ploded ordnance.

This monument, the Preah
Vihear temple in Cambodia,
was largely unscathed for cen-
turies because it’s so remote.
Conceptualized as a “stairway
to heaven,” this series of stone
pavilions and hallwayssitson a

sheer cliff in the Dangrek
Mountains along the Cambo-
dia-Thailand border.

Butsince colonial times, the
temple — a masterpiece of
Khmer architecture that was
built as a shrine to the Hindu
god Shiva and evolved into a
Buddhist sanctuary — has
been a flashpoint for tension
and conflict. A few decades ago
the areawas astronghold of the
Khmer Rouge and littered with
land mines.

Today, it is an emblem of
two warring neighbors, Cam-
bodia and Thailand, that can-
not agree on where their border
sits. The International Court of
Justice has affirmed that the
temple belongs to Cambodia.

The temple complex is a series of stone pavilions and hallwaysin
the Dangrek Mountains along the Cambodia-Thailand border. nyt

But tensions spilled over last
year into two devastating
rounds of clashes that left

dozens dead and hundreds of
thousands displaced on both
sides of the border.

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

During the fighting, Cam-
bodia says Thailand attacked
the temple, whichisa UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Thailand
says it was targeting Cambo-
dian military installations in-
side the temple. To support
their claim, Thai officials pro-
vided images of bunkers, artil-
lery and command posts that
they said were within the
temple complex. But a New
York Times analysis was not
able to verify those locations in-
dependently. Cambodia denies
Thailand’s claim.

The fighting left deep scars
at the site, which is older than
the more famous Angkor Wat
in nearby Siem Reap. Years of
work by the United Statestore-

store an ancient staircase have
been erased. Efforts by China
and India to help with other re-
pairs have stalled.

The temple’s Cambodian
custodians fear that the dam-
age isirreparable.

A millennium ago, this
mountainousjungle wasathriv-
ingcenter of the Khmer civiliza-
tion, then one of the world’s
most advanced and artistic em-
pires, which extended across a
vast swath of Southeast Asia.

“If it’s destroyed, it’s lost,”
said Mao Chanthou, 21, a
temple “preservation agent”
whose job was to prevent tour-
ists from vandalizing the site.
“Even if it’s rebuilt, it won’t be

the same as the original.” NYT |

A man stands outside a house damaged in Pakistani airstrikes on
the outskirts of Kabul on Friday. Reuters

Afghanistan accuses
Pakistan of killing 6
civilians in airstrikes

Associated Press
Kabul, March 13

AFGHANISTAN’S TALIBAN
government accused Pakistan’s
military Friday of targeting
homesin overnight airstrikesin
Kabul and other areas of the
country, saying at least six civil-
ians were killed and more than
adozen injured, as fighting be-
tween the neighbors entered its
third week.

Afghan government spokes-
man Zabihullah Mujahid said
on X that Pakistani aircraft also
struck fuel depots belonging to
the private airline Kam Air near
the airport in Kandahar in
southern Afghanistan. “This
company supplies fuel to civil-
ian airlines as well as to United
Nations aircraft,” he said.

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s state-
runtelevision reported that the
country’s armed forces carried
out “successful airstrikes inside
Afghanistan” as part of the on-
goingoperation, targeting what
itsaid were four alleged militant
hideouts and their support in-
frastructure in Afghanistan.

The developments come
amid a dramatic increase in

* BRIEFLY

Two bomb-laden
drones downed
inlslamabad

Islamabad.: Pakistani security
authorities on Friday inter-
cepted and destroyed two ex-
plosive-laden dronesin the capi-
tal Islamabad, according to a
media report.

One of the drones fell near
Faizabad, and the otherin theI-
9 sector of Islamabad, Dawn re-
ported, quoting sources.

The sources added that
drones were explosive-laden. It
was not clear who and from
where launched the drones,
which came days after Afghan
Defence Minister Mullah
Yaqoob threatened his country
could target Islamabad. PTI

tensions between the two coun-
tries which Pakistan has re-
ferred to as “open war. ” They
are adding to concerns about
the stability intheregion asthe
US-Israeli war against Iran con-
tinues with no end in sight.

CUBA

Cuban President says talks held
with US toresolve differences

CUBA HELD recent talks with the
US government, President Miguel
Diaz-Canel said Friday, marking the
first time that the Caribbean
country confirmed such specula-
tion. Diaz-Canel said inaspeech
that the talks “were aimed at find-
ing solutions through dialogue to
thebilateral differences between
our two nations. International fac-
tors facilitated these exchanges.”

Hedidn'telaborate on those factors,

President Miguel Diaz-
Canel at BRICS summit
in Rio de Janeiro. FiLE

or provide any details about the
talks. The White House didn’ t
return animmediate request for

comment. Diaz-Canel said thatno
petroleum shipments have arrived on the island in the past

three months, which he blamed on US blockade. AP
MYANMAR SOUTHAFRICA
Militaryboosts  Soldiers shut

air power as it illegal mining in
takesovertown Johannesburg
MYANMAR'S MILITARY SOUTH AFRICAN soldiers
has commissioned new deployed to high-crime
combat aircraft toboostits areas have dismantled

air capacities, state media illegal gold mining

reported Friday, as the army
steps up effortstoregain
territory from resistance
forcesinthe country's civil
war. The state-run Global
New Light of Myanmar
newspaper did not specify
the number or types of the
newly commissioned mili-
tary aircrafts. AP

operationsinacommunity
near Johannesburg, forcing
someillegal minerstoflee
and abandon their
equipment. Police and the
army recovered various
toolsused by illegal miners.
Makeshift trenches with
food supplies and utensils to
were also dismantled. AP

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN

Seven police
personnel killed
in IED blast

AT LEAST seven police per-
sonnel were Killed in anim-
provised explosive device
(IED) blast targetinga po-
lice vehicle in northwest
Pakistan on Friday, local po-
licesaid. Theincident oc-
curred in the Shadi Khel
Bettani area in Lakki Mar-
wat district when a police
mobile on routine patrol
near the Rasool Khel check
postwas hitby aroadside
IED which detonated with
apowerful blast. PTI

NEPAL

Nepal govt halts
visa on-arrival
for Iranians

NEPAL WILL nolongerissue
on-arrival visastoIranian
nationals, the Immigration
Departmentsaid on Friday.
The departmentsaid that
Iranian nationals, except
those with agovernment
and diplomatic passport,
shall enter the Himalayan
nation only after acquiring a
visafrom aNepalese
Embassy abroad. With this,
the number of countries not
eligible for an on-arrival visa
tohasreached13.PTI
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FPIs HAVE NET SOLD INDIAN SHARES WORTH $5.73 BILLION SO FAR THIS MONTH

Why FPIs are dumping Indian
stocks, pulling rupee down

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, March 13

AT Atime of global market vola-
tility, investorstend tocutdown
on the risks they are exposed to
and withdraw from emerging
markets, such as India. Staying
invested in a foreign asset where
the currency is weakening can
hurt returns for foreign investors
in terms of their own currency,
such asthe US dollar.

This, in essence, is why For-
eign Portfolio Investors (FPISs)
have continued todump Indian
sharesamid the warin West Asia
and volatile crude oil prices,
dragging down the Indian
rupee, which hit a new all-time
low 0f92.48 perdollaron Friday.

Foreign investors have sold
Indian shares on a net basis
every day since Israel and the US
attacked Iran on February 28.

So far this month, FPIs have
net sold Indian shares worth
$5.73billion. Thisis the most that
foreign investors have pulled out
from Indian markets in 14
months, even though less than
halfthe month is over.

The last time FPIs sold more
was in January 2025, when net
outflows amounted to just over
$9billion. Since the start of 2025,
FPIs have been net sellers of
Indian shares in 10 out

of 15 months.

Sale of Indian assets denomi-
nated in the rupee lowers de-
mand for the Indian currency
and cutsits value.

As such, the continued sale
of Indian sharesand other assets
such as government bonds by
foreigninvestorsleadstotheru-
pee’sfall asit constitutes an out-
flow of foreign money from
India — similar to the impact of
a widening trade deficit from
more expensive oil.

“We downgrade India to
neutral as the equity market
enters a delicate phase,” Hou
Wey Fook, CIO of Singapore-
based DBS Bank, said on Friday.
“While growth, policy support
and demographics remain sup-
portive, rising risks warrant a
more cautious view. Al dis-
ruptionisweighingontheIT ser-
vices sector, while ex-
port-oriented industries
face intensifying com-
petition from China and
Southeast Asia, particu-
larly in autos and auto
components amid rising costs
and EV pressures,” he said.

The exit of foreign money
from Indian shoreshasnotbeen
limited to the stock market. For-
eign Direct Investments (FDI) —
seen asamore stable form of for-
eign investment than in the
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stock market — into India saw
net outflows in three of the
last four months of 2025 as
per latest available data fromthe
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) —
well before the conflict began
in West Asia.

In fact, the Economic
Survey for 2025-26,
which was tabled in Par-
liament on January 30,
had warned that the
paradox of 2025 had been that
India’s “strongest macroecon-
omic performance in decades
hascollided with aglobal system
that no longer rewards macro-
economic success with currency
stability, capital inflows, or stra-
tegicinsulation”, Asaresult, the

GAS POWER’S SHARE LESS THAN 2% OF TOTAL GENERATION
With question mark on flexible

gas plants, govt eyes alternatives

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, March 13

AS DISRUPTIONS in Liquified
Natural Gas (LNG) supplies hit
India due to the ongoing con-
flict in West Asia, the Power
Ministry is preparing to meet
peak summer electricity de-
mand by relying more on coal-
based generation.

While coal accounts for
more than 70% of the country’s
electricity generation mix, its
operational inflexibility is often
cited asachallenge for integrat-
ing renewable energy into the
grid. Gas-based power plants,
though contributing only a
small share to India’s overall
electricity supply, are more
flexible and can ramp gener-
ation up or down to accommo-
date renewable power while
keeping the grid stable during
evening peak hours when solar
generation is unavailable.

After the government in-
voked the Essential Commod-
ities Act, 1955 on Monday, gas
allocations to power plantsand
petrochemical units could be
curtailed or even halted as
supplies are diverted to priority
segments such as household
and transport.

However, officials in the
power ministry said the gov-
ernment is ready to tackle any
constraints in gas supply and
peak demand can be met
through other sources.

‘Sufficient alternate
resources’

A power ministry official
said gas-based power stations
account for only about 10 GW of

Although gas-fired
plants makeup only
afractionof India’s
overall electricity
supply — accounting
Jforabout 10 GW of
generationatits
peak—itplays a key
rolein meeting
demands during
summer nights,
when solar poweris
unavailable

generation at its peak.

“Out of this, approximately
2.4 GW iscurrently available for
generation, while the rest may
or may not be available due to
constraintsin gassupply. Inthe
worst-case scenario, the short-
fall due to gas unavailability
could be around 7.6 GW,” the
official said.

The official maintained that
the ministryis prepared for any
disruptionin LNG suppliesand
that peak demand can be met
through other sources.

“Thermal plants, for in-
stance, can compensate for any
shortfall in gas-based electricity
generation. We are fully aware
of different scenarios and
power supply will not be im-
pacted,” the official told The In-
dian Express.

Inthe current financial year,
India has added more than
51 GW of capacity, including
around 9 GW of coal based
power and 4.5 GW of
wind power.

Another 3 GW coal based ca-
pacity is also expected to be
commissioned in the coming
quarter, a senior official said.

New battery storage capac-
ity of about 2,500 MWh is also
expected to come online
in the same period, while an
additional 2.5 GW of wind
power capacity is likely to be
added by April 15.

These additions ensure that
the government has sufficient
alternate resources to manage
any potential gas supply dis-
ruption, the official added.

Struggling gas plants

Power generated from gas-
based units is typically more
expensive than coal and renew-
able energy. However, due to
their flexibility, they are gen-
erally used during high-de-
mand periods, such as peak
summer months when cooling
demand surges, to meet even-
ing peak demand.

Inthe past, the government
has invoked emergency
measures to ensure utilities op-
erate both gas and coal plants
at full capacity when soaring
temperatures push electricity
consumption to record levels.

Last week, Minister of State
for Power Shripad Yesso Naik
said peak electricity demand is
projected to reach around 270
GW this summer, compared
with about 243 GW last year.

Meanwhile, the utilisation
of India’s gas-based power
plants has been steadily declin-
ing, largely due to high
fuel costs.
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rupee’s valuation did not accu-
rately reflect India’s “stellar
economic fundamentals”,
which was causing investors to
pause. The rupee, which fell
below 90 and 91 per dollar in
December, breached 92 earlier
this month. And if crude oil
pricesremain elevated and aver-
age $100 per barrel in 2026-27,
economists expect the rupee to
weaken further.

According to a scenario
analysisby QuantEcoResearch’s
economists, if oil averages $100
per barrel in the next fiscal, the
rupee could weaken to as much
as 98.5 perdollar.

While the fallin Indian stock
markets has been sharp — Sen-

sex and Nifty 50 dropped more
than 5% this week, marking their
biggest weekly fall in nearly four
years—ithasbeenlowerthanin
some other markets, such as
South Korea’s Kospi, which have
beenridinghigh on the Alwave.

While the Sensex and Nifty
50 are down around 9% since
February 26, the Kospi has
crashed by more than 13% over
the same period despite gaining
ground in recent days.

“What makes the South
Korean selloff stand out isits se-
verity,” Dave Chia and Stefan
Angrick of Moody’s Analytics
saidinanote. “Thedrop afterthe
outbreak of the conflict is
broadly comparable to the de-
cline seen after US President
Donald Trump announced his
‘Liberation Day’ tariffslast April.
In most other APAC economies,
equity losses have been far less
pronounced. The main excep-
tions are Thailand and Indone-
sia.” According to Japanese in-
vestment bank Nomura,
Thailand is the most vulnerable
Asian countrytothe shock from
Iran’s closure of the Strait of Hor-
muz, followed by South Korea
and India. Analysts expect In-
dian markets to stay volatile in
the nearterm astensionsin West
Asiakeep energy priceselevated
and sentiment fragile.

War risk insurance
costs soar 10x as West
Asia conflict escalates

George Mathew
Mumbai, March 13

WAR-RISK insurance premiums
for ships operating in West Asia
have surged sharply, following
continuing US and Israeli strikes
on Iran. The rates for a seven-
day cover are now estimated to
bearound ten times higher than
before the attacks, having more
than doubled in the past week.
The spike in premiums is
expected to significantly raise
the cost of goods transported
through the shipping corridor.
High-risk voyages were
being quoted at around 7.5% of
the value of the ship, likely to
reach 10% or more soon, accord-
ingtoLloyd’s List. Before the of-
fensive launched by the US and
Israel against Iran on February
28, additional premiums for
voyages through the Middle East
Gulf (MEG) typically ranged
within 0.15% to 0.25%.
“Premium would have al-
ready touched 10% or even
more. The charterer will end up
paying the rise in the cover and
will pass it on to customers,” an
insurance official said.
Meanwhile, Brent crude oil
has climbed above $100 per bar-
rel. For a five-year-old VLCC
(very large crude carrier) on
charter tothe USinterests valued
ataround $140 million, insurers
could charge anything from $10
million to $14 million to cover a
voyage through the Strait of Hor-
muz as against $0.21-$0.35 mil-
lion ($210,000 to $350,000) be-
fore the war began. The cost will
bebornebythe charterersrather
than owners of the vessel.
“Among those being asked for

the most money are US nexus
tankers, which have attracted
the nickname of missile mag-
nets,” Lloyd’s List said.

Further, bunker fuel prices
are also rising fast. The average
price of very low sulphur fuel oil
across the top 20 bunkering
hubs was $1,005 per tonne on
Thursday, as per data from Ship
&Bunker. Thatisdouble the cost
prior to the war and the highest
price since July 2022 after Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Bunkering is the process of
supplying fuel to ships for their
operations. The fuel used by
ships is called bunker fuel.

The escalating war in West
Asia has led to attacks on three
container ships. Nearly 56 con-
tainer ships from the top 10 glo-
bal carriersare currently stuckin
the region, with analysts esti-
mating total number of trapped
vessels across all operatorsto be
closeto140ships, Lloyd’s List In-
telligence data shows.

As per Balasundaram R,
Head of Marine Insurance at Po-
licybazaar, “The Middle East, es-
pecially the Red Sea, has been
under close scrutiny for some
time by the war risk under-
writers. Infact, many portsinthe
region were already identified as
high-risk areas wherein the con-
ventional war risks were no
longer included under the mar-
ine hull and cargo Insurance,
which could be purchased only
by payingextra premiums.” The
sudden escalation, with strikes
by Israel and the USonIranand
the retaliation by Iran, has
changed the scenario.
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US initiates ‘forced
labour’ trade probe
against India, 59 others

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, March 13

THE US on Thursday launched
another trade investigation
against India and 59 other trade
partners to ascertain if these
countries failed to prohibitim-
ports of goods produced using
‘forced’ labour.

This comes a day after the
US initiated a probe into
more than a dozen countries,
including India, citing struc-
tural excess capacity and over-
production in certain manufac-
turing sectors.

India, meanwhile, said it
was evaluating the US an-
nouncement. “Weare studying
what is there in their note. We
are looking at it from all per-
spectives. Both from the legal
perspective as well as the econ-
omic angle whichisbeingmen-
tioned there. Indiaisevaluating
thedocuments,” an official said.

The probe coverssectors, in-
cluding steel, aluminum, auto-
mobiles, batteries, electronics,
chemicals, machinery, semi-
conductors, and solar modules.

“The Trade Representative
initiated Section 301 investiga-
tions to examine whether the
failure of the various econ-
omies listed in Annex A to pro-
hibit the importation of goods
produced wholly or in part with
forced labour is unreasonable
or discriminatory and burdens
or restricts US commerce... If
any determination is affirm-
ative, the Trade Representative
must determine whether ac-
tion is appropriate, and if so,
what action to take,” United
States Trade Representative
(USTR) said.

Apart from India, the list of
trade partners under US scru-
tiny included close trade
partners such as the UK, EU,
Japan, Israel, UAE, Argentina,

IndiGotolevy fuel
chargeforglobal,
domestictlights
fromMarch14

New Delhi: IndiGo will start lev-
ying fuel charges ranging from
Rs 425 to Rs 2,300 on domestic
and international flight tickets
from March 14 amid the steep
surgeinjet fuel pricesduetothe
West Asia crisis. The move will
increase the airfares and comes
three days after Air India Group
announced the introduction of
such charges.

For domestic flights and
those within the Indian sub-
continent, the fuel charge willbe
Rs 425, while it willbe Rs 900 for
the Middle East services, the
airline said in a statement
on Friday. The fuel charge will
be Rs 1,800 for South East Asia,
China, and Africa flights, and
Rs 2,300 for Europe flights. Avi-
ation Turbine Fuel accounts for
nearly 40% of an airline’s oper-
ational costs.

While announcingtheintro-
duction of the fuel charge, the
airline said the measure has
beentaken duetothesignificant
surgeinfuel prices, following the
ongoing geopolitical issues in
West Asia. PTl

US law prohibits the import of goods manufactured or produced in
whole orin part with forced labour, said USTR. ExpRESS PHOTO

as well as Russia and China.
Evensmaller countriessuch as
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka are
part of the probe.

USTR said that forced la-
bour taints the entire supply
chaininwhichitexists. The US
and the US Department of La-
bour’s 2024 List of Goods Pro-
duced by Child Labour or
Forced Labour (TVPRA List) in-
cludes 134 products produced
with forced labour in particular
countries. The TVPRA List in-
cludes 34 downstream goodsin
particular countries that are
produced with inputs that are
produced with forced labour.

“These inputs made with
forced labour include cotton
used to produce garments, tex-
tiles, thread and yarn; critical
minerals used to produce solar
products or auto-parts; fish
used to produce fish oil and fish
meal; and palm fruit used to
produce kernel or palm oil used
in various cooking oils and bio-
fuels,” USTR said.

USTR said that US law has
prohibited the import of goods
mined, produced, or manufac-
tured in whole or in part with

* BRIEFLY

forced labour and that this pro-
hibition recognises not only the
humanitarian concerns associ-
ated with allowing parties to
profit from the suffering of
others but also foreign policy
and “national security” con-
cerns arising from the exploita-
tion of workers.

“Such exploitation
threatens domestic producers
who must compete with for-
eign goods produced with an
artificial cost advantage and
may harm US workers and
citizens through distorting
competition and the purchase
of goods produced under ex-
ploitative conditions. Ending
forced labour is a key priority
and an economic and national
security imperative for the US,”
USTR said.

Arguing that forced labour
is causing injury to American
businesses, the US said that the
firmsusing forced labour incur
artificially lower labour costs,
and, as a result, are able to sell
their goods at alower price than
they would otherwise.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

NMDC produces
record 50 mt of

ironorein FY26

Hyderabad:India’slargest
iron ore producer NMDC
Limited on Friday said it has
produced 50 mt ofiron ore
during FY26, afeat which no
otherIndian mining com-
pany has achieved. “Being
India’slargestiron ore pro-
ducercomeswith ahugere-
sponsibility, and this mile-
stone reflects notjustthe
strength of our operations
butalso the trust placed in
ustosupportthe nation’s
steel ecosystem,” said Ami-

* MARKETS

tava Mukherjee, Chair and
MD, NMDC Ltd. ENS

Forexreserves
drop $11.68 bn
t0$716.81bn

Mumbai: India’s forex re-
serves dropped by $11.683
billion to $716.810 billion
duringthe weekended
March 6, the central

bank said on Friday. In
the previous reporting
week, the overall
reserves had increased
by $4.885billion to an
all-time high of

$728.494 billion. PTI
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e THE EDITION WILL SHOWCASE A LINE-UP OF ACHIEVERS WHOSE JOURNEYS REFLECT GRIT, INNOVATION & COURAGE TO BREAK BARRIERS -

Spotlight turns to women entrepreneurs today

ENS Economic Bureau
Mumbai, March 13

The Express Awards for
Women Entrepreneurs (AWE),
now in its fifth edition, has
grown into one of the most
credible platforms recognising
women who lead with vision,
resilience and impact. Aniniti-
ative of The Financial Express
in partnership with FICCI-
FLO, the awards celebrate
women who are not just build-
ing successful enterprises but
also reshaping India’s entre-
preneurial landscape.

Associate Partners

GAIL (India) Limited

s
EARUALA

APIIRAL LA D b DA
THAIST
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Set to take place in Mumbai
on Saturday evening, this
year’s edition promises to
showcase an inspiring line-up
of achievers whose journeys
reflect grit, innovation and the
courage to break barriers. Over
the years, the awards have at-
tracted enormous interest
from across India Inc, emerg-
ing as an aspirational forum
that honours women who
combine leadership with in-
tegrity and purpose.

At a time when the global
business environment is
marked by uncertainty and
rapid technological dis-
ruption, platforms such as
these assume greater signifi-
cance. The Express Awards
offer women entrepreneurs an
opportunity to engage with the
stories and experiences of
peers who have navigated

challenges — from raising
capital to breaking through the
proverbial glass ceiling. In
doing so, they highlight how
women leaders are increas-
ingly shaping India’s econ-
omic, entrepreneurial, cultural
and social landscape.

The winners have been se-
lected by a distinguished jury
comprising leaders whose own
professional journeys have in-
spired generations of entrepre-
neurs. Chaired by Deepak Pa-
rekh, former chairman of
HDFC, the jury comprised Zia
Mody, co-founder and manag-
ing partner, AZB & Partners;
Mallika Srinivasan, chairman
and managing director, TAFE
- Tractors and Farm Equip-
ment Ltd; Preetha Reddy,
executive vice chairperson,
Apollo Hospitals; and Anjali
Bansal, founding partner,

Avaana Capital.

The evening will see
members of the jury sharing
their insights on the larger
business environment and the
unique challenges faced by
women entrepreneurs. The
focus, based on the feedback
on what many would want to
hear from the distinguished
members of the jury, will be on
raising capital in the world of
artificial intelligence (AI) and
Donald Trump. The members
of the jury will then be joined
by Anant Goenka, Executive
Director, The Indian Express
Group, to give away the awards.

This year, Zia Mody was the
unanimous choice for the Life-
time Achievement Award (she
recused herself from the delib-
erations). The other awardees
represent a remarkable cross-
section of women shaping

modern India: Jayshree Ullal
(technology), Guneet Monga
Kapoor (entertainment), Vi-
nati Saraf Mutreja (legacy
entrepreneur), Neha Bansal
(lifestyle), Geetha Manjunath
(health & wellness), Priya
Krishnan (education and skill
development), Rohini Nile-
kani (social impact), Mariam
Mammen Mathew (media),
Ruchi Kalra (finance), and Pre-
iti Patel, who will receive the
FICCI-FLO Award this year.
The awards have consist-
ently drawn some of the biggest
names from India Inc. Last
year’s gathering included Mu-
kesh Ambani, Isha Ambani,
Anand Piramal, Swati Piramal,
Venu Srinivasan, Kiran Ma-
zumdar-Shaw, Meher Pudum-
jee, Ektaa Kapoor, Kiran Rao
and Lakshmi Venu, amongsev-
eral other industry leaders. FE



14

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

SATURDAY, MARCH 14,2026

I Reviews

The Faultlines of a Shared Past

Shubhra Gupta

ARATHICHAMBER drama

Tighee (Three Of Us, or Us

Three) features veteran

actor Bharati Achrekar,

amiliar to Hindi film audi-

ences through her impactful supporting

roles, helming a story about simmering

familial tensions, traumatic pasts and the

promise of a better future. She plays the ter-

minally ill Hemlata — mother to two frac-

tious daughters, Swati (Neha Pendse) and

Sarika (Sonalee Kulkarni) —backhome one
last time.

An impending tragedy is usually a

strong hook to gather up estranged family

members, throwing them into a difficult

situation where memories, not always
good ones, reside. Tighee’s troubled trio
could well remind us of our own conflicted
relationships and the much-needed prom-
ise of mending frayed ties, in the way Hem-
lata, nursing a dark secret, finally reveals
all, and in the way the fatherless Swati and
Sarika respond to thatinformation, which
has shaped their childhoods, and perhaps
their adult relationships with the men in
their lives.

Swati lives in Mumbai with her hus-
band (Pushkaraj Chirputkar), who seems
more off than on in the marriage, showing
up when he needs a cash handout but re-
fusing to see it as merely transactional:
that’s an interesting touch. Also vividly
executed is her discomfort around her

Stuckina Loop

Shubhra Gupta

THE ‘TRIPOD’ — Abhilash (Naveen Kas-
turia), SK (Abhilash Thapliyal) and Guri
(Shivankit Singh Parihar) — is back for a
third time, the three friends picking up
threads from where they’d left off in the
previous season.

The deep personal ties, forged through
intense studying to crack the UPSC — the
hierarchy graven in stone within the civil
services, with the IAS on top — the
squabbles and the warmth of the years
spent propping each other up in Old Ra-
jinder Nagar and Mukherjee Nagar rented
holes-in-the-walls, have given way to com-
plicated professional life, which is not as
rosy as it was cracked up to be.

We have seen this process in recent
films — 12th Fail, All India
Rank — with varying de-

ASPIRANTS 3
Kk

DIRECTOR: Deepesh Sumitra Jagdish

CAST: Naveen Kasturia, Abhilash Thapliyal,
Shivankit Singh Parihar, Jatin Goswami, Sunny
Hinduja, Joy Dev Chatterjee, Tengam Celine,
Namita Dubey, Mallika Prasad

Rampur’, with that coveted chair-and-the-
towel, the peons carrying your files, the of-
ficial car with the laal-batti and the
hundred other things that denote the privi-
lege and power of even the smallest babu
in India.

While the earlier seasons managed to
sustain interest, this time around the cen-
tral conflict comes down to the Hindi vs
English divide, which rapidly loses fizz as
itgoesalong. A central char-
acter from the previous sea-

grees of success. ‘Prelims’ Whiletheearlier Sandeep bhaiya (Sunny
and ‘Mains’, thetwintowers SCASONS managed Hinduja) reappears here as
all UPSC aspaili'lants havg to  tosustain interest, the rflnta}goréist: iq hisi 1)&)8-
affairs: all youdoistokeep  LISTIMethe o se Abhilash
your head down and swot ~ CERI al conflict harm. Jatin Goswami, play-
through coaching sweat- comesdownto ing a fellow civil servant but
loolein again, with s asa  THAIVSEnglish i b et of
teacher) ganci kunjis and di‘.)ide’ which uplifti’ng Hindi-speaking
sheer luck, and if you get I apldly lOSeSﬁZZ sections of his district, and

through, there is the dread-
ing interview where the as-
pirant is faced with a group of hard-nosed
characters asking tough, tricky questions.

Seasons 1and 2 gave all the thousands,
who spend several years consumed by the
effort, the chance to feel seen and heard.
Which is why the series has been so popular
inits constituency, at once feeling familiar
— there’s no getting away from the inces-
sant work — as well as thorny — you fail,
try again, fail, get back and try again, rinse,
repeat. Tough, spirit-quenching stuff, yo-
yo-ing through hope and despair.

It also acknowledges the really hard bit
that, try as you might, you may never be
able to climb that mountain. Guri goes back
to his father’s business, SK becomes a
coach, while only Abhilash manages to get
through to the other side, as the ‘DM of

of Hindiin general: inand of

itself, it’s a worthwhile con-
versation but there’s only that much that it
can be juiced for.

And that’s the trouble with this TVF of-
fering, which gives the characters we have
rooted for in the past that it feels much too
familiar, and gets into predictable loops,
with lines that always feel like dialogues,
even though the actors themselves are al-
ways watchable. The two chief female char-
acters, ex-girlfriend of Abhilash, and pres-
ent wife of Guri, Dhairya (Namita Dubey)
and IPS officer Deepa (Tengam Celine) and
Abhilash’s current romantic interest, do get
screen time but are never allowed to sway
the narrative; it’s the boys who lead from
the front, as always.

The season may be new but the flow is

same old.
|

*STREAMING WATCHLIST

Rooster
JIOHOTSTAR

THE 10-EPISODE
comedy series
from Warner Bros.
Televisionis head-
lined by Steve Ca-
rell. Setonacol-
lege campus, it
centreson Greg

Russo’s (Carell) complicated relationship with his
daughter Katie (Charly Clive). Greg, who is abest-sell-
ing author known for his trashy page-turners, is yet to
recover from the divorce. But heis drawn in to help his
daughter whose marriage is falling apart. To be close
to her, he takes up aposition as ‘Writer in Residence’
atthe prestigious (fictional) Ludlow College, where
Katie teaches. New episode drops every Monday.

TIGHEE
* &

DIRECTOR:
Jeevjivishka Kale
CAST: Bharati
Achrekar, Sonalee
Kulkarni, Neha
Pendse, Nipun
Dharmadhikari,

Pushkaraj Chirputkar,

Jaimini Pathak

‘'When Love
Falls Flat

Shalini Langer

predatory boss (Jaimini Pathak): here’s a
feltexample of how women are forced into
dealing with their boundaries being viol-
ated every day they go to work.

Sarika (Sonalee Kulkarni) is the one who
wasleft behind, in Pune, having had to put
her ambitions on hold, even as her friend
and professional partner (Nipun Dharmad-
hikari, who'’s stayed with me with his tiny
scenein Phalke ) remains supportive: of all
the charactersin the film, Kulkarni’s unvar-
nished performance is the most effective,
as the sibling forced into a caregiving role.

Where I felt the film not as satisfying
was the thing between the women, while
powerful as a premise, not always suc-
ceeding in touching me as deeply as I
wanted. There’s a group hug — the only

time the three fuse physically together —
which had both immediacy and intimacy,
which felt right.

I also wanted to know more about the
younger Hemlata, and the way in which
she becomes convinced about taking a
major step about her own marriage: yes,
there is a shocking scene which is a tell,
but the consequence seems much too
abrupt. Some more detailing on how that
decision affects her and the girls would
have been welcome.

But overall, I would say that this is the
kind of film, revolving around complex, re-
latable human emotions that we need
more of: the end-note is perhaps most con-
flicting, leaving us to question our feelings;
thisis a scene Iwill be thinking long about.

Zootopia 2
JIOHOTSTAR

THE OSCAR-NOMINATED and BAFTA-winning ani-
mated buddy cop comedy follows Judy Hopps and
Nick Wilde in their new adventure. This story unfolds
soon after the events of the original Zootopia. Nick
and Judy are partners at the police, eventhough a
clash of personalitiesisinevitable. They find them-
selves on the twisting trail of a great mystery when
Gary De’Snake arrives in Zootropolis and turns the
animal metropolis upside down. To crack the case,
Judy and Nick must go undercover to unexpected
new parts of town, where their growing partnership is
tested like never before.

Anniversary

PRIMEVIDEO

A GRIPPING psycho-
logical thriller
directed by Jan
Komasa, Anniversary
follows aseemingly
stable family whose
lives spiral into chaos
when their sonbegins

A MAN dies. His girlfriend is charged with
manslaughter and jailed in the belief that
she “abandoned” him and walked away
from the scene of an accident. A couple of
years pass and his best friend takes up the
space left by himin herlife —in ways more
than one.

Less reminders of him (as in the man),
and more remainders, you think? But this
is Colleen Hoover doing it by the numbers
after all. And, so far, it has worked for the
bestselling author, whose soppy romances
have been landing with amazing frequency
onthebigscreen. Not to forget that her last
one, It Ends With Us, remains at the centre
of a juicy Hollywood feud, with A-listers
battling it out in court.

But little of that steam registers in this
film, whose two leads are not enchanting
enough to make us set aside the contri-
vances. Monroe is a talented new actor, as
she showed in Longlegs, but the many,
many tears she sheds in Reminders of Him
hardly help turn up the heat between her
Kenna and Withers’s Ledger. The latter, all
bronze muscle and 5 o’clock shadow
cheeks, is a cliche — and a sad one — the
perfect friend, the kind boss, the substitute
dad, the surrogate son, who has no life
apart from being all of the above, despite
being a former NFL star.

Ledger is juggling all these roles as he
wants tobethere “every day” for Diem, the

REMINDERS
OFHIM
*k

DIRECTOR: Vanessa
Caswill

CAST: Maika Monroe,

Tyriq Withers, Lauren
Graham, Bradley
Whitford, Rudy
Pankow

daughter of Kenna and Scotty (Pankow),
her late boyfriend, his late best friend — so
Ledger even lives across the road and turns
up for soccer coaching,.

Diem has grown up with Scotty’s par-
ents (woefully misused Graham and Whit-
ford) after he died and Kenna was im-
prisoned and banished by them. The
five-year-old doesn’t know the back story,
has never met Kenna and initially Ledger
and the grandparents want to keep it that
way. But then Kenna walks one day into
Ledger’s bar, plonks notebooks full of her
writings on the table, and the rest is
Hoover territory.

Surely there are simpler ways for Kenna
to get rights to see Diem than the film
makes it out, and surely we know that this
story hasnosad endings. And yet, for a few
scenes at the end, when the film leaves all
the heavy emotions behind for some genu-
ine connection, you think we could have

Scarpetta
PRIMEVIDEO

DAVID GORDON Green’s thriller features Nicole Kid-
man as Dr Kay Scarpetta, a brilliant forensic pathol-
ogist who uses her intelligence to solve gruesome,

had a few surprises.

~_*| datingamysterious
youngwoman

connected to a controversial ideological movement:
The Change. As her presence grows within the house-
hold, buried tensions, loyalties, and secrets surface,
threateningto tear the family apart while reflectinga
society divided by radical ideas and power struggles.

complex murders. Setin Virginia,

= theseriesexplorestheintense

and high-stakes investigations.
With Emmy-nominated writet,
executive producer, and show-
runner Liz Sarnoff (Barry, Lost)

- onboard, the story of Scarpetta

unfolds across two timelines.
1 This dual narrative explores
2 Kay Scarpetta’sjourney
% from herbeginningsasa
chiefmedical examinerin
thelate’90s to her present-
dayreturnto her home-
town, where she resumes
her former position while
investigating a grisly
= murder.  ALAKASAHANI

Between Tamil Dreams and Korean Reality

Yashaswini Sri

RA KARTHIK’S Made in Korea opens with
itsbestidea. A young woman from a small
town in Tamil Nadu is so desperate to
watch K-dramas that she climbs on top of
an elephant just to catch a weak internet
signal. Itis funny, specific and moving. It
tells you exactly who Shenba is, what she
wants and how far she will go to get it. In
that single image, the director demon-
strates that he understands his character
and her world. The rest of the film,
unfortunately, does not always live up to
that opening.

When Shenba unexpectedly finds her-
self in Seoul, reality proves far more chal-
lenging than she imagined, setting her on
apath of resilience, self-discovery and new
connections. On paper, this is a premise
with real emotional potential. In practice,
the film delivers on some of that promise
and quietly squanders the rest.

Priyanka Arul Mohan is the best argu-
ment for watching Madein Korea.She does
not play Shenba as a chirpy, K-drama-ob-
sessed caricature. She plays her assomeone
genuinely in over her head and thereisreal
texture in how she carries the film’s quieter
moments. A scene where she sits alone in
an unfamiliar apartment and realises no-
body is coming to help her lands because
Priyanka does not reach for easy emotion.
She just sits with it.

The film also deserves credit for giving
audiencesboth the dreamy and the ugly at

MADE IN KOREA % %
DIRECTOR: Ra Karthik

CAST: Priyanka Arul Mohan, Park Hye-jin
STREAMING ON: Netflix

the same time. There is no dramatic rescue,
no cinematic saviour and the film func-
tions as something of a reality check for
anyone who has romanticised a foreign
country through a screen.

Park Hye-jin, best known for Squid
Game, brings warmth and restraint to her
role as an elderly Korean woman carrying
secrets of her own. Her scenes with
Priyanka are the film’s most affecting and
the relationship that develops between

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

them is where the cross-cultural promise
of the premise comes closest.

Madein Korea never quite answers the
question that sits atits centre: what exactly
isitabout South Korea that connectstothe
Tamil experience? Beyond referencesto a
disputed legend about a Korean queen’s
Tamil roots, Karthik does not appear curi-
ous enough about the specific aspects of
the Hallyu wave that has gripped the Tamil
audience. Korea ends up feeling more like
a scenic backdrop for Shenba’s self-dis-
covery than a place the film is genuinely
interested in.

Shenba herselfis a frustrating character
to spend the entire movie with. She hasno
real qualities beyond wanting to go to

Korea and beyond wallowing over her fate,
she never faces a singular challenge that
feels true to what a clueless foreigner in a
new country would actually experience.
Every Korean character she meets is kind,
patient, and helpful. Seoul, as the film pres-
ents it, is almost entirely without friction,
which makes herjourney feel too easy tobe
genuinely inspiring.

The pacing is rushed in places where it
should breathe. The final confrontation be-
tween Shenba and her boyfriend and the
reunion with her parents, both feel com-
pressed and emotionally underprepared.
As if the film ran out of space for the mo-
ments that needed the most time.

There is a genuinely interesting cul-
tural story buried somewhere in Made in
Korea, one about why millions of young
Tamil and Telugu speaking people have
built emotional lives around Korean pop
culture, what that says about aspiration,
identity and the desire to belong some-
where different. Karthik clearly cares
about that story. But the screenplay never
digs past the surface and the film ends up
being a personal journey movie set in
Korea rather than a film that meaningfully
examines the relationship between these
two cultures.

You leave it feeling pleasant rather
than moved, entertained rather than af-
fected. For a film that begins with the
image of a girl climbing an elephant for a
signal, that is a little disappointing. The
dream was bigger than this.
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

TENDER NOTICE
"The Applications are invited for -° EMPANELMENT OF SIDING
CONSULTANTS FOR PROVIDING CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR
SIDING DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS though "FFE" Document Mo, CE
GIFFE-20286, last date for submission of application is 17:00 hours of
17.04 2026, The detaled information is available on website e
https: W indsanTaIlwWaYys Qo in

ni': lH'l'lF:ul'#ﬂhm HWR sy s

A54-PMIZE

Municipal Corporation Alwar (Raj.)
Sr.No./MCA/NIRMAN/2025/4831 Dt. 10.03.2026
Nit No./53/2025-26 E-Procument Notice Inviting Bid

Bid for civil work of’ NCAP @ 3T=iTdl 8T Afdhel & erel ARTET al |l e &
Gl AR SeXATBIT TT$el f T BT BT | “at Municipal Corporation Alwar invited for
interested bidders up 30.03.26 Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the

procurement portal(http://sppp.raj.nic.in & www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in) of the
state. The approximate value of the procurementis 368.17 lac

i 4 RAJASTHAN HOUSING BOARD |

No. :- ACE-I11/2025-26/304 Dated :- 13/03/2026

NIB : 09/2025-26

Bids for Greenwood Horizon Residential flats (B+S+14) 336 Nos (HIG-168 Type-
| & HIG-168 Type-Il) and Shopping Arcade (354 Nos, Shops/office) at Sector-28
Pratap Nagar, Sanganer, Jaipur (EPC Mode)" are invited from interested bidders from
18.03.2026 (6.00 PM) to 04.05.2026 upto 6.00 PM. Other particular of bid may be
visited on the procurement portal (http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http:/sppp.raj.nic.in)
of the state & https://rhb.rajasthan.gov.in Department Website.

UBN No. :-RHB2526WLOB00391
Raj.Samwad/C/25/22432

Addl. Chief Engineer-lll, Jaipur

GOVERNMENT OF TELANGANA
HYDERABAD METROPOLITAN
WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE BOARD

Oio Chief General Manager (Engg), STP Circle-l. Khatratabad, Hyderabad-500004, TG
e-TENDER NOTICE

UBN No TENDERID
DLB2526WSOB37581 2026_DLB_544770_1

Commissioner
Municipal Corporation, Alwar

Raj.Samwad/C/25/22312

Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation Ltd.

D-Block, Swasthya Bhawan, C-Scheme, Jaipur - 302005
Ph. No. 0141-2223887, Fax No. 0141-2228065, E-Mail-edepmrmsc-rj@nic.in
Ref. No. : F-8() RMSC/EPM/M-4/NIB-930/2025-26/1800 Dated :- 09/03/2026

Corrigcendum / Addendum
Bid for item WASTE BIN RED, BLACK & YELLOW (15 & 25 Ltr.) are invited from
interested bidders up to Date: 16/03/2026 : 06:00 PM. Other particulars of the bid
may be visited on Procurement portal website https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in or
www.dipronline.org or https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in or website
http://rmsc.health.rajasthan.gov.in.
UBN No.: MSC2526GLOB00054

Executive Director (EPM)

Raj.Samwad/C/25/22358 Rajasthan Medical Services Corporation

e-Tender Notice Approximate Extimate
No. & Date Name of Work Conirac Vabe

18ICGM(E)/STP In-suit Rehabilitaion of 1600/1800mm dia
Circle-l/Trenchiess | trunk sewar main (Dupiicata A main| from ~ ECV
Technology/MWSL/| Divyashalktl Apartment to 20 MLD STP at
1600/1800mm dia/ | Hussian Sagar Lake using Irenchiess Rs.71.72
2025-26 structural lining system” under Project Crs.
dt 13_1}:’]'_2”25 Division Mo. Vil, Nallacheruvu, Uppal,

' HMWSSE

{1} The bid documents download starts online on or after; 18.03.2026 @ 3.00 PM.
(Z) Name and addrass of Chief Genaral Manager (Engg). concerned - Chief Geaneral
Manager (Engg), STP Circle-l, HWWS3B, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-500004. (3) The
coniractors! firms are requastad o upkoad tha information in tha 'ZIP* format prafarably,
(4} Further details can ba seen @ hitp:{iwww.tendertelangana.gov.in

adi- Chief General Manager (Engg), STP Circle-l, Khairatabad, Hyderabad-04, TG.

INTERNATIONAL FLOWER AUCTION BANGALORE LIMITED
#24, BELLARY ROAD, HEBBAL, Bengaluru-560024
Phone:-8431235867 / 9980303339
E-Mail:- ifablimited@gmail.com, Website :-www.ifabindia.org
IFABI2025-26/PM/WORK _INDENT1/CALL-2 DATE: 12.03.2026
IFAB/2025-26/PM/WORK _INDENT3/CALL-2 DATE: 12.0:3.2026

TENDER For Civil Works and Supply and Installation of Technological Equipment's
Including Double Deep Racking System, Pallets, Conveyor Belt System, Ete.,
and Construction of Flower Storage Cold Rooms for Strengthening of
International Flower Auction Bangalore Limited Under RIDF Project

Two bid system online tenders are inviled through Karnalaka
e-procurement portal hitps://kppp.karnataka.gov.in, by IFAB Ltd.,
on 12.03.2026 for Civil Works (IFAB/2025-
26/PM/WORK_INDENT1/CALL-2) & Supply and Installation of
Technological Equipment’s Including Double Deep Racking System,
Pallets, Conveyor Belt System, Etc., and Construction of Flower
Storage Cold Rooms (IFAB/2025-26/PM/WORK_INDENT3/CALL-2)
Under RIDF at International Flower Auction Bangalore Limited from
the interested parties. The documenis are available in the Karnataka
Procurement Portal only from 12.03.2026 and last date for bid
submissionison 23.03.2026 5l 4.00 PM.

DIPR/CP/6219/5HIRDI SAI2025-26

Sdl-
Managing Director

i@ CSIR-TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE
| DIGITAL LIBRARY UNIT

(Autonomous body with DSIR, Min. of Science & Technology)
14, Satsang Vihar Marg, New Delhi-110067
Telephone: 011-26851136; email: tkdlsupport@csir.res.in

Advertisement No. TKDL/01/2026

Applications are invited from qualified candidates to work in project ‘’Digitization of Traditional
Agricultural Practices of India’> (HCP522401) on purely temporary basis. Details of Position(s),
Domain area(s) and Number of position(s) are given below:

Name of Qualification | No. of
Position Essential/ Desirable position(s)
| Project Associate-I | Essential: Master’s /Integrated Master’s Degree in Sanskrit 1 02 ]

language from recognized University or equivalent.
Desirable: Experience in translation of Sanskrit texts will be

Hralstier Fadr (et wifed)

T AR i Grad fohan Sran & fop e dda o Wt o favm
% TR / FUeH dreAl / fafay e T e 141 Ry S
Heifya faurm o @ree §, e Homl e svegavH 9iE,
WA o BRI @t S | faeh fae emded &3 ot fafyr 24.03.2026
IId: 09.00 T 3R & 3R 3ifew fafer 27.03.2026 @7 05.00 TF & T
et bt fafr 02.04.2026 9Td: 09.00 &1 W G 05.00 &S deh & |
g et Auction ID 2026-HR-1137 s ares™ @ E-auction
Portal (https://eauction.gov.in) X AL HieTHl shi ST |
39 W& ¥ 39 https://eauction.gov.in W ST Al & Heiferd
TGOS / At & 94t fom, 3d 9 A St AT w1 faerun
qidd W 3Ty ¢ | 39 9oy § fopdr of sifafe et & fow
3UTYH AT, AT ohl TIRd AN HAA A0 114 F forddt +ff hrdf
feaq o 2T Hueh T Tehd T |

PUBLIC NOTICE

Nationalized Banks are invited to submit
their proposal and expression of interest for
opening of Saving Bank Accounts and
collection of payment from Depot Holders in
Haryana State through PoS/Swipe Machines.
For detail notice/RFP document, please
visit the website of CONFED i.e.
http://confedhry.org.in and submit your
expression in sealed covered/ envelope on or
before 19.03.2026 up-to 03:00 PM in
the office of Sr. Accounts Executive,
CONFED Head Office, Bays no. 19-20,
Sector 2, Panchkula.

Managing Director
CONFED

preferred.

No. 43838/HRY

The detailed advertisement is available on CSIR website: www.csir.res.in.

B l/—

TRIE9T, ||

Last date for receipt of applications: 23th March 2026

Deputy Secretary

CBC 36202/11/0034/2526 CSIR-TKDL Unit

TAMILNADU POLICE HOUSING CORPORATION LTD.
(A Govemment of Tamil Madu Undertaking), -ﬂ]

‘. (AN IS0 8001 - 2015 CERTIFIED COMPANY) South Circle

No.1 Inspector Quarters, TSP 6” Battalion Campus, New Natham Road, Madurai - 625 014.
email id : sescmdutnphcl@gmail.com  Phone: 0452 - 2903019

Dated: 13.03.2026
Approdimate value of

e-tender Invitation for Bids No: 56/2025-2026
Name of Work work in Lakhs (2025-2026)
1) Construction of Girls Students Hostel Building (G+7) at T 1995.88
RACE COURSE COLONY MADURAI in Madurai City +GST @ 18%

1y For Tender document, visit https:iitntenders.gov.in 2) Date and Time for downloading
and submission of the tender documents - 06.04.2026 from 12.00 Noon to 05.05.2026 upto
06.00 P.M 3) Date and time of opening of the e-tendar - 07.05.2026 at 11.15 A.M 4) Detailed
Tender Motice available in the website www.tnphc.com & www.tnpolice.gov.in

Superintending Engineer,
South Circle, TNPHC Ltd.

QIFPRAT A Tender 2026

Email : eedwsd.chatra0l@gmail.com
Office of the Executive Engineer
Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, CHATRA
Letter No : 284 Date : 12.03,2026

Corrigendum

The following changes have been done due to some unavaoidable circumstances in Tender Reference. Mo.
DWESDYUWSSfO&M/CH/09/2025-26(1" CalljOperation and Maintenance of Reorganization of Chatra Urban Water
Supply Scheme for 03 Years (2026-27, 2027-28 and 2028-29)on “TURNKEY BASIS™ under DW.ES. Division, CHATRA for tie
Year 2025-26.0n published vide P.R. No.— 372834 [DWSD) 2025-26

Previously Published Amended as follow

el el anel o amf | One Year Three Years

1602 2026 HHY (K200 G| 16 03,2026

. | RIS T AT T
foifdaT wiis (3 eda faSim) B | 23.02.2026 T 0500 g9 | 23.03.2026 FHT 0500 T
l.'g.[-':‘ﬂ'li.' LR HHRTEA T - | STURTES T -

| FveT w T|iEE, YEe  EiE | 23.02.2026 WA 05:00 T 23.03.2026 WHT 0500 W
TY  FO—IAEH, SIEETE WAl HITTE T HORTE T

e e 2 B O o B B e G
A A vE @ 5 d s
&1 TN Online TH H W HATH
| fafdr vy sy

TEATE (48 W 31 T vy 24,02 2006 T 0500 T
| FHY | AT T

Other conditlons will be same as menticned in NIT & B.O.G
FF 374944 Donking Water and Sanitabion{25-26)0

% £ W a g, S THE G0 &=
= el = M e e O T Vag

| 24 032026 HHY 0500 i
HETE T

Executive Engineer D.W.&S. Division, CHATRA

ONLINETENDERING
Project Implementation Unit, Gandhinagar (Health & Family Welfare Dept.)
TENDER NOTICE PIU-165 (2025-26)
Online tenders for Health Care facilities Civil works of Various Districts Gujarat as below are invited by the

Superintending Engineer, Project Implementation Unit, NRHM/PIU Building 4th Floor, Civil Hospital Campus,
Gandhinagar. 382012, Ph.079-23231434, 23231393

Sr. | Name of Work Est.Cost | Tender ' Approved [Time | ID
No. in Lacs Fee/EMD Regst. Limit NO
(Rs.) (Rs.) Class in
Months
1 Construction of New Modern Hospital 4230.46 Fee-Rs.24000/- "AA"Classand | 18 9152

building with 100 bedded facilities at sub
District Hospital, Petlad Ta : Petlad in Dist :
Anand.

Pre Bid Dtd 25-03-2026 Up to 12.00 Hrs
On Line Submission Dtd 13-04-2026 upto 18.00 hrs.

Submission of Tender Fee, EMD & Other Original Documents on Dtd 13-04-2026 Online (Documents Shall have to
be Scanned & put up Online.The Original Documens shall have to be submitted within 7 days through R.P.A.D Only)

Bid Opening of tender dtd 15-04-2026 up to 12.00 hrs. INF-2813-2025-26

EMD- Rs.
4230500/-

Building Special
Cat-1 Above

/ documents, are hereby instructed to visit their accounts in the portal and get the deficiencies rectified immediately. They are also

rectification of the deficiencies and other verifications at different levels are as below.

HrETerd gierq Jrefiereh, Aeden (EREmm)
fgdte a1 @y afuere™, Agdw
Ll 01262-228114, 247100
3-HeT:- sproh@hry.nic.in

Py
<

Office of Director General
Department of Higher Education Government of Haryana
Shiksha Sadan, Sec-5, Panchkula

Corrigendum

Resolution of Pending Cases of Post Matric Scholarship for SC / BC Students of
Higher Education, pertaining to Academic Years 2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25

Taking into consideration of the representations from various quarters, the Department of Higher Education, Government of Haryana
has decided to provide a final opportunity to the students of Colleges and Universities, to resolve the pending cases of students who
have applied for Scholarship under the Post Matric Scholarship Scheme for Scheduled Castes (PMS-SC) for the academic years
2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25, applied through the Harchhatravrati Portal.

Therefore, all interested students, whose cases are pending due to incomplete documentation and non-verification of credentials

advised to ensure that their Aadhar is seeded with their Bank Account, if not done yet, immediately. The timelines prescribed for

Levels Deadline

For applications sent to Students 02 days 12.03.2026 and 13.03.2026
Level-1 (Institute Level) 14.03.2026
Level-2 (Nodal Body Level) 16.03.2026
Level-3 (HQ Level) 18.03.2026

The Students and Nodal Officers at all levels (Institutions, Nodal Body Level and HQ Level) must ensure that necessary actions
are done within the stipulated timelines. It is strictly notified that after the expiry of these deadlines, the portal will be closed, and
no further requests shall be entertained for the above years. The Institutions are advised to take action to give wide publicity through
all possible means to resolve the pending cases. Any clarification in this regard may kindly be contact on 0172-2565530 or on

(E Mail ID: higherscholarship201819@gmail.com).
Director General

Department of Higher Education

No. 43842/HRY Government of Haryana
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BANGALORE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY COMPANY LIMITED

(Wholly owned by Government of Karnataka undertaking)
(CIN-U04010KA2002SGC030438)

BRIEF TENDER NOTIFICATION

(Through e-procurement)
BESCOM invites tenders through KPP platform from eligible
Bidders for the Enquiry No.: BESCOM/2025-26/EL/WORK _
INDENT1061 for “Rectification of hazardous locations by
Replacing of existing HT/LT bare Overhead Conductor
with HT Covered Conductor/ LT AB Cable on Total Turnkey
Basis in Doddaballapura Sub Division of Nelamangala
Division, BESCOM Jurisdictions for a period of one year
on Rate Contract Total Turnkey Basis”.
Bid Documents availability: 17.03.2026, Last date for
Bid Submission: 15.04.2026, 17:00 Hrs, Opening of Bid
Document: 16.04.2026, 17:15 Hrs.
The Tenders can be obtained through KPP portal web-site
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in. Aspiring Bidders need to
register on KPP portal. Further Bidders can take assistance
with KPP help desk contact numbers (+91-8046010000,
+91-8068948777) or email at support@eprochelpdesk.com.
Further details can be obtained from the office of the
undersigned. Sd/-

I I e e IKLLFl Chief General Manager (Ele.,),
Download “BESCOM Mithra” Mobile APP Procurement, BESCOM

Office of the Sub Divisional

: Officer (Civil), Gohana

B HETE ITAUSA AR (o ), TMEMT |
Office:- Mini Secretariat, Gohana, Haryana:- 131301,

Email:-sdm.gohana @hry.nic.in

fremit ifew, femdt g
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1. BRIRE feqieF 01.04.2026 | 31.03.2027 ok
2. qifehT WU feis 01.04.2026 | 31.03.2027 dqH
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e/ -
JUHUSA AR (FTo ),
e |
JoghHIch 974-79/3TRotko Teieh 11/03/2026 No. 43851/HRY

GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY

TO BECOME A PARTNER IN THE SUCCESS OF THE COUNTRY

Cing Slabkon One Product Scheme was announced by the Gowermment of india in tha
budget of the year 2022-23, In this scheme, with the objective of providing local
product under Vooal for Local Yisicn at all stations of indian Railways, Policy Mo, 12 of
2022 bt 20005, 2022, 15 of 2022 dt, 10.08:2022, 18 of 2022 Df, 20,08 2022, 0% of 2023
Dt 24062023 & 29002023 Under this schems, stalls and show cagss are to ba
privided o local Indhnduals, volunlary organaatons, voluntary groups, NGOs alg.
Morth Central Rallway akso ensured o provide the faclity of sales/co-promotion center
through stallsfeosks at following stations under this scheme.

List of Stations

Sonebhadra, Mirzapur, Vindhwachal, Chunar, Manikpur, Prayagra] Chheokl, Fatehpur,
Kanpur Ceanlral. Pankidham, Kanpur Anwarganj. Phaphund, Mainpun, Hathras,
Aligarh, Aligarh, Bhongaon, Achalda, Jhinghak, Rura, Bharthana, Dadn, Danwar,
Maripal, Etawah, Khura, Shikohabad Rafthway stations,

Mote: (1) Out of the above mentioned stations, ondy after the disposal of the

applications of thoss stallons whose applications are sl pending in the earber imaled
applications, the latest applications received undsr this sdverlisemant will be
considered by the committee In ordaeripriorty wise and the recelved applicalions will be
arranged along with the remaiming applications. The Railway Administration
reserves the right to accept or reject any application for any given station as per

the requirement without giving any reasons.
{2) Apart from this, it is also fo be darified thai for those nominated stations for which

applications are nol recelved, the Railway Administration resenves the nght to shift'set
up the stalls and trolleys availlable at such stations af other siaticns of the division at Hs
discration and 10 operate ihe sad stalis and rolleys

Fallowing are the salient features of the scheme

1. Uncar this scheme, the Baihvay Sdminsiration will make and provide stalzfrolleys
Al the raminated stations,
2. Bagisiraton fee and duration of stallkicsk is for minimum 15 days (Begistradicn

lees Rs 1000/500) and maximum 03 months (Registrabion fees Bs BO003000),
3. Maximum 02 salesmen {incheding platform Yendors: will ba authorized {0 work i

each slallineachshift.

4. Elechicity chamges will be charged on aclual basis a5 per insiruction of policy no. 9
af 2023 dt. 24 052023

5 The effeciive tzx lksbility if any will be of the aflobtes, for which the Radlway

Administration will not be responsible.

6. Local producis, handicralis, handloams,; lecat agricultural products, local crafts,
processed and semi-processad food items, tradibtonal clolhes, wooden or clay foys
aete. Or amy ather prodocts which is nof conflict or Infringe upon the scope of
business of the existing licenses of catering uniis; Fruit and fruit Juice stalfs, milk
aials, Multi Purpose sialls can be sold at QS0P siall,

Imterested personsfirms may apply with required documents o Station

Superntendent, Scnebhadra, Mirzapur, Vindhyachal, Chunar, Manikpur, Prayagraj

Chheokl, Falehpur, Ranpur Cenlral, Pankidham, Kanpur Anwargan), Phaghund

Mainpurl, Hathras, abgarh, Bhomgaon, Achaida, Jhinghak, Bura, Bharhana, Dadrn

Danwar, Maripat, Etawah, Khurja, Shikohabad Rallway stations, NCH Office up to

22.03.20286.
For any kind of any Information/Guidance, you may contact the following commearcial
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| OPENING DATE AMOUNT / EMD

| P Reaed S NIV S N el IV NIV TENDER NOTICE B 2

WEBSITE OF THE
BOARD CORP./AUTH

https://etenders.hry.nic.in
https://etenders.hry.nic.in

https://etenders.hry.nic.in

ﬁ';' BO. AR[':/AC":;:"; AUTH NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER CLOSING DATE (APPROX.) IN
i . | (TIME) | RUPEES
13.03.2026 EMD
1 HAFED E-TENDER NOTICE FOR MDM FOR ROHTAK AND JHAJJAR 24 03,2026 5 LACS
5 HAFED | E-TENDER NOTICE FOR TRANSPORTATION OF FERTILIZER IN ROHTAK | 13.03.2026 | EMD
AND JHAJJAR DISTRICT 24.03.2026 35,000
3 | HAFED | E-TENDER NOTICE FOR LABOUR AND CARTAGE WORK OF FERTILIZER | 13.03.2026 | EMD
IN ROHTAK AND JHAJJAR DISTRICT 24.03.2026 35,000
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

&® GCOVERNMENT OF HARYANA KT S

SR. NAME OF NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER OPENING DATE | AMOUNT / EMD WEBSITE OF THE | NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
No. BOARD/CORP./AUTH CLOSING DATE (APPROX.) BOARD CORP./AUTH DETAILS/EMAIL
(TIME) INRUPEES
TRANSPORTATION TENDER FOR HOME DELIVERY
THE HARYANA STATE FEDERATION OF
1 | CONSUMERS CO-OPERATIVE WHOLESALE | OF PG CYLINDERS OF REGISTERED CUSTOMERS 16.03.2026 Rs. 550,000 | https://etenders.hry.nic.in 01722530011

OF GAS AGENCY, SHAHABAD, JIND AND 01.04.2026

YAMUNA NAGAR + 2 WORKS

STORES LIMITED, PANCHKULA (CONFED) confedgmbusiness@gmail.com

No. 43828/HRY

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurément.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in

mnepiactors as mentionad below:
Far any infarmation related io
this scheme, please contact

| concerned Commarcial lspaciorg

Mobile No,

Station

@ GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA S

NAME OF
WEBSITE OF NODAL
SR. BOARD OLD REFERENCE/ NATURE OF CORRIGENDUM THEBOARD  OFFICER/CONTACT
No. CORP./AUTH NIT NO. CORP./AUTH

DETAILS/EMAIL

2026A124F280 839A 4464 9FA6 34DCCEEA73551056HVP /
TENDER ID: 2026_HBC_504950_1/ E-TENDER ENQUIRY NO. 0225202610-08-
16/HARYANA VIDYUT PRASARAN NIGAM LIMITED DEPT/HRY. DATED 25.02.2026

CORRIGENDUM NO. 01,
THE LAST DATE OF ONLINE BID SUBMISSION IS
EXTENDED UPTO 19.03.2026 (13.00 HRS) (ROHTAK)

'FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement,gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nicin No. 43815/HRY

0172-2583789

1 HVPNL pro@hvpn.org.in

www.hvpn.org.in

1| Aligarh and its section/station Shri Sanjay Shukla IT04E3TIEE

2 | Etawah and its sectionfstn. Shrl Maresh Mecna ATS4B83712]

3 | Mirzapur and its section/station. Shrl 5, K, Akela 9TB4837202

4 | Tundk and its section/station, Shirl Manoj Kumar QT94E3TI2

5 | Fatehpur and its section/station Shri Mahendra Gupta | 9794837286
[ 8 St oo W ATE Wctiofrsanon] Sl Hanuiin Medis [ OrEatrade
7 | Chunar and its secticn/station Shri Rajesh Kumar 9140712727

8 | Prayagraj Chheoki and its section/station| Shri Omprakash 9704834965
g | Kanpur Area-2 and s sectionisiation Shri Lalit Kumar 516331233

10 Ranpur Central and its section/station| Shri Vinay Abhi FOOT59 7981

TELANGANA SEEDS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION,
HYDERABAD

No.TGSDC/Mrktg/Short e- Tender/V-26/2025-26

SHORT E- TENDER NOTIFICATION

Short e-tender is invited by TGSDC for supply of freshly harvested Green manure T/L
seed i.e., Dhaincha, Sunhemp and Pillipesara on need basis for distribution in
Telangana State during Vanakalam-2026. Eligible suppliers are requested to
participate in the short e-tender process. The schedule containing detailed
specifications, terms and conditions will be available in the website:
https://tgsdcl.telangana.gov.in. The bidders may visit https://tender.telangana.gov.in
Contact 73374 45545 / 73374 45546 / 73370 23377 / 73370 26677; 9121107840 /
040-23236088. The last date and time of bidding is 24.03.2026 at 4:00 P.M.

Sd/- Managing Director

Date:12.03.2026

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT
DETAILS/EMAIL

01262-421098
dmhfdrtk@gmail.com

01262-421098
dmhfdrtk@gmail.com

01262-421098
dmhfdrtk@gmail.com

No. 43853/HRY

DIPR No.1260-PP/CL-AGENCY/ADVT./1/2025-26

Far any other information related o this scheme, can contact Shrl Arun
Chandra Pandey, Commercial Inspector/NFR-l (Mo, No. 9004417232) & Shri

Panka] Kumar Rajak, Commercial Inspector/NFRl (Mo. Ho. T525001455),
Divisional Office, Prayagraj and e-mail-cmialddiviigmail. com.

Note: The selection of participants in the OS0F may be done conaldenng that the
henafil of this schems must reach the manginallzed sectons, Le, Individisals at the
nottam af the prvramuicl. Frionibe shall be Givan Ty e Tl OwWING:

= Halder of Arflsansfiweavers 1D cards lssued by Development Commissiones
Handicrafts, Development Commessiones Handlooms, oF requisiie State/Central
LOWENImienl .-'I.I_|I:||-:'t-|'|[!|l

o Individual artizans/weaversicrafiamen enrolled/registered with Tribal
Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Lid, (TRIFED)/MNational
Handlaom LDevelopment Gorporation I:NHHC]-'HI‘”'.EI{'."I and "."llli':!_'|¢ Industnes
ammissian (VI ate,

= Self Hefp Grougs regisierad with PMEGP (Brime Mindster Employment Ganeration
Programpme )

= Marginalized arWeaker Sections of the Saciaty

e Pricrity will also be grean bo "Divyangian” i the allofment of O50F

# Applications for seasonal fruits will not be accapted al stations wheare fruil and juica
stalts are aperational.

Mote: In case of food items, it is mandatory for the applicant o have a valid food

> NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .
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NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

OPEN E-TENDER NOTICE
Mo, GEUWCPM/JPIMITI26-27. Date:
11.03.2026. Chief Project Manager, Gati-
Shakti unid, N.W.Railway, Jaipur for and
on behall of President of India invites open
E-Tender for the following works upto
12030 howrs on the date shown as below
Sr. No. 1. Mame of work with location:
GSU-ENGG-JP-2026-27-01 Dy, CE(GSL)
JP Davizion:- Providing RUB/LHE in fieu of
LL: no, 246 in Hirnoda yard al km 28658-9
between JP-FL Saction. Approx Cost of
work: Rz, 90016G83.08, Bid Security:
Rs. 600100/~ 1. Detadl is available an
MW Rly Wehsite | woany lreps gov.in -amd
Motice Board in CPMGSULIP Office,
MWELaipur. 2. Tender Mo GEU-EMG-
JP-2026-27-01 is be closad on 10,04, 2026
al 1530 s and cpened on 10042066
16:00hrs,

5 on “ --'E Rk T Dr-l'.l'.ll-!:-ulwl', u_

353-PMI 26

NORTHERN RAILWAY
CORRIGENDUM
Ref: Tender Notica Mo, TE/2025-2026 dated 03.01,2026
(1) Tender No. 15255237 due on 07.04.2026 (3. No. 04)
In refarence o above tender, the due date has bean extended from
13.03.2026 to O7.04.2026, All other terms and condilions: reamain
unchanged.,
The corrigendurm has bean published on website www.ireps.gov.in.

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

INDIAN AIR FORCE

AIR FORCE SPORTS CONTROL BOARD

RECRUITMENT OF OUTSTANDING -

HTTPS

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FROM OUTSTANDING
UNMARRIED MALE SPORTSMEN TO JOIN INDIAN AIR
FORCE AS AGNIVEERVAYU (SPORTS) INTAKE 02/2026

DETAILED ADVERTISEMENT AVAILABLE ON
:/[AGNIPATHVAYU.CDAC.IN

SPORTSMEN

ONLINE APPLICATIONS ARE TO BE SUBMITTED
FROM 1000 Hr ON 23 MARCH 2026 TO 1700 Hr
ON 29 MARCH 2026

AT HTTPS://AGNIPATHVAYU.CDAC.IN/CASBSPM

TENTATIVE DATES FOR SELECTION TRIALS AT NEW
DELHI FROM 08 APRIL TO 10 APRIL 2026

CBC 10803/11/0032/2526

NIT 39 of 2025-26

Office of the Executive Engineer
P.W.D. (Maintenance) Division No. 2 Bhopal

Online Tender for mentioned below are being invited. The Tender have been uploaded on

Tender Notice

Bhopal, Date 09/03/2026

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Ref: TenderMNolice Hn- T2i2025-2026 datad 16.12.2025

{i). Tender No. 152250198 due on 15.04.2026 (5. No. 08)
In reference to above tender, the due date has been axtanded from
10.03.2026 to 15.04.2026. All other terms and conditions remain
unchanged.

The corrigendum has been published on wabsite www.ireps.gov.in.
B54/2026

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

Government of India
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (Divyangjan)
Appointment of Director, Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Training Centre of Disability Sports, Gwalior

Applications are invited from suitable candidates for
appointment as Director, Atal Bihari Vajpayee Training
Centre of Disability Sports, Gwalior, an Autonomous Body
under administrative control of the department. Eligibility
criteria and all other relevant details, including the
application form, are available on Department's website at
https://depwd.gov.in

2. Candidates, fulfilling the eligibility criteria, indicated in
the advertisement on the website of the Department, may
apply in the prescribed proforma, together with supporting
documents, to Shri Rajeev Sharma, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Department
of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
(Divyangjan), Room No. 530, 5th Floor, Pt. Deendayal
Antyodaya Bhawan, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New
Delhi-110003 within 45 days from the date of publication of

advertisement in Employment News/Rozgar Samachar.
CBC-38117/11/0026/2526

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Sr, Divisional Electrical Engineer!
General, Morth Wiestern Ratway, Blkaner
far & on behall of the President of India
invitas E<landets for the IoSowing work 1
Compéate details of tendsrs can be saen
o Website Mo, hittpdhérarecireps.govin
2 Date & time of closing of e-tendera
02 0 20026 at 1500 hours. 3. Date & time
of opening of e-tanders; After 1500 Hrs on
04 2026 Tender Motice Mo, 34-E|
BEM-E-Tendar-2(:25-28 Mama of work:
Elecincal work' in chw augmeniation of PF
shelter at 0T nos. NSG-3 stations (CUR
HMH, H5R, LGH, LHU, SGHR, 303) and
03 nos, WSG-4 stations (RTGEH, S0OLP
S84} over Bikaner Division [Tatal 79 Baya
at 200 PFs) Approx. Cost of the work:
©3.65.21,585/-, EMDISD [Rupeas):
3,32 600,00, Tender Document cost:

MIL 357-PMIZ6

nl |: MW Rallmays E MW Ralleays

{®) NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDERING NOTICE

Divisional Railway Manager
[ElectricallGeneral), Mordh Eastern
Raiway, Varanasi for and on behalf of
President of India, invites Online (E-
Tendernng) "Single Tenders" for the
tollowing work. Tender Reference
Mo.: E-Tendar-L-49-25-26; Name of
Waork: Comprehansive AMO of
Cummins maka DA Generslor Sets
for Schedule mainlenance B & C
Checks of Diesel Engines and its
Allarnataor of variaus make in
Power Cars over BSBE Division
for 2 vears.; Approx. Cost (in 7)
T3.86 35 467.17; Earnest Money (In
T} 33,43, 200-; Completion Period;
24 Months; Date & Time of Closing
Tender: 07.04.2026 at 14:30 Hrs.
Date & Time of Opening Tender:
07.04 2026 at 1430 Hrs. For full
details of above E-Tender work and
o pardicipate in tenders please visit
Indian Railway website
WWW.Ireps,gov.in

Sr. Divislonal Electrical Engineer/
CPROJEL-304 General, Varanas|

DO NOT SMOKE BIDUCIGARETTE IN TRAINS

<> Chola CHOLAMANDALAM INVESTMENT AND FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED

Corporate Office: "CHOLA CREST", C54 & 55, Super B4, Thiru.Vi.Ka Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennal - 600 032,

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVAEBLE PROPERTIES

E-auction Sale Motice for the Sale of Immovable Assets under Securtisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Securly InterastAct 2002, riw rube 8(8) of Security interest (Enforcemant) Rubes, 2002, (Rule 8 &9)

Executive Engineer
PWD (Maint.) Division No. 2
G-27200/25

Bhopal

RAJASTHAN URJA VIKAS AND IT SERVICES LIMITED

(Formerly Known as Rajasthan Urja Vikas Nigam Ltd.) (A Government of Rajasthan Undertaking)
Corporate Identity Number (CIN) - U40104R)20155GC048738
Regd. Office - Vidyut Bhawan, Janpath, Jyoti Nagar, Jaipur-302005
Work Office at: 1st Floor, HUDCO Building, Jyoti nagar, Jaipur- 302005
E-mail:ce. RUVNL@rajasthan.gov.in; Website: www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/RUVNL

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Online bids are invited to procure upto 500 MW power from 01st May 2026 to 30th
June 2026 on short term basis from various Generators/ State Utilities/ CPPs/

Distribution Licensees/ SEBs/ Trading Licensees as per specification under TN-
31/RUVITL/FY 2025-26. May visit website www.mstcecommerce.com/

E-auction Date and Time : 22.04.2026 - 11.00 am & 12.00 pm (with unlimited extension of 3 min each)
Date of Inspection of Property ; As per the appointment

1, All Interested participants |/ bidders are reguested o wvisit the website  hitps:ibankauctions.in & www . foreclosureindla,com.
For details: help, procedure and onling Iraining on e-auction, prospective bidders may conlact M's. 4 Closure, (Contact Person:

the e-Procurement system of Public Works Department on the Portal Motice |s hereby glven o the publie In general and In parlicular Lo the Bormower | Co-Borfower! Morlgagor {s) that the below described
www.mptenders.gov.in Tender details are as below:- immaovabls properties morigaged fo the Secured Creditor, the Symbolic possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of
iy £ — Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Company Limited tha sama shall be referrad heraein aftar as Cholamandalam investmeant and
S Call Cost or Project Finance Company Limited. The Secured Assets will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and "Whatever there is” basis through
N(; Tender No. Name of work No (PAC) E-Auctan
| | (Rs. In lack) . Itis hareby informad 1o General public thal we are going to conduct public E-Auction through website https:ifbankauctions.in/
2 3 4 5 |
"1 | 2025_PWDRB |-Widening Strengthening and Upgradation of Second 464.92 Rt le s Nise ol b ot g Description of the Immovable Resarve Prica |
_488621_1  |Gurarighat Kodhi - Suraiya Nagar Road Cn-hnlrmwnr e # Outstanding Property [Secured Asset] EMD / Bid
[ : : i : | . Mortgag Increment Amount
2 2025_PWDRB |Construction of Boundary Wall, Construction of One Third 399.86
488622 1 Guard Room and Construction of Two Watch Towar, Loan Account Mo, TLOANDLODOODGE2239.
|| Milatary /.\rea Mubarakpur Bhopal 1. M/s. LM.5 (Institute of Mathematical Sclence), ltem MNo. 1: All that piece and parcels of
3 2025_PWDRB |Construction of Road from Dolatpur Kerwa Dam Second 295.21 (Borrower) 1st Floor, No. 25/8 th Enti G d Fi e
_488623_1 Approach Road Length 0.80 Km. and Construction Old Rai : e - sl e eI e
) jender Nagar, Central Delhi - 110 DED. rooflermace rights, build up Proparly
Of Road From Paved Shoulder From Holi Cross : :
2. Mr. Kore Venkataiah, {Co Borrower) Beanng Mo, 453-454, area measuring
School to Kerwa Dam Road Ch 0 to 900 Length 0.90 2. Mre. Ara Srl | (Co B No 2 & 3 % g g :
Km. and Construction Of Road From Paved Shoulder - Mrs. Ara Sridevi, (Co Borrower) No ara 132_:-53 q. Yards, Situated d'{ Maw Rs. 5.26.00.000/-
From Holi Cross School to Kerwa Dam Road Ch 900 residing at, No. 453-454, Ground Floor, Double Storey. 4 l_;‘: 19 Rajinder Nagar, New Dalhi— 110060 ETEE e
to 1800 Length 0.90 Km. MNew RajenderMNagar, Central Delhi - 110 080, -34,18.4190- | [tem No. 2: All that plece and parcels of | Rs. 52,60,000/-
! 4. Mis. K. Venkanna Education Services,{Co Eiun'uwer:ll gt the Entire Ground Floor without | Rs, 1,00,0000-
The document can only be purchased online from the above web51te after making onhne payment. Braund Floar. House Mo, 12-13-354. Tarnaka 13112025 | roofterrace rights, build up Property
The last date & time for Purchesh and Submition of document on line is 26/03/2026 up to 17:30 Ee-::uncleraha;j Hyderabad, T,}mnga;ﬂla - 500 :31? Beanng Mo, 455-456, area measuring
PM. Detailed NIT and other details can be viewed on the above mentioned portal. Amendments to Also at: No, 1-10-237, 2nd Floor, Room No, 202, 123.66 Sq ‘fﬂ?;ds- S'I“‘_E'tﬂ? 'aé Mew
NIT, if any, would be published on website only, and not in news paper. R K & Kanchams Blue Sapphire. Ashok Nagar, Rajinder Nagar, New Deihi~ 710050
Sd/ Hyderabad, Telangana — 500 020,

Last Date of Submission of EMD ; 21.04.2020,

Mr. Shailendra, Ph. Na. 83515160061, Email: 5hai!—a-ndrahankauc:tiuns in}

notices tn!ake partin e- aurl:lu:unm{'nnzart 1. Mr. Ved F"rskash Mishra — 99101MEEE ) hlr MNawvean i{apnur

Mr. Kapil Sharma—Ph: 8205308879,

THIS 15 ALSO A STATUTORY 30 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE &(6), (RULE & & 9) OF SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002

Ph: 77550 01547 /

Date: 14.03.2026

Place: Chennal

Cholamandalam investment and Finance Company Limited.

Authorized Officer

Raj.Samwad/C/25/22439

www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/ruvks/#/home/dptHome for further details.
RUVITL-PR-118 (2026)

Superintending Engineer

For Electricity Complaints Toll Free No. 1800 180 6507
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it #7977, Comprehensive Operation & Maintenance of vanous ubewells having PLCIRTWLego based Pump
Automaticn contral panel & SCADA based moniioning system with power wiring supoly of all labour, matenals angd TAP
ete. complete for (15 yeads for Dehradun Zone =1 |

§,33,000.00
from
11200 a,m

03r
2528

18.03. 2026

2705 2026 from
11:00 am. o
0204 2026 upto
5060 pm

0a 04 2026
Ut 5100 pom,

05.04. 2028
#1100 am

120 days | 24.03. 2026

at 110k am

Hdr— - Canly Tendansrs

vanture is also Bllowed.

have axperience of aperalan and maintehance of waler suppdy Schermes and must hawve 4 o
sEnvicn solup far 24 hr&- service suppor, axperience ol laT based applicatan inwaler seclor in Cenlral Govermment'State
GovernmentPSLs along with one vear experisnce of 0T basad moniforing & data managemeant in waber supply schamea
and should have gualified enginears and technicians avadable locally 1o be ahle to provide required sarvices. Joint

AT w4

a4+ 9%, Comprehensive Operation & Maintenance of vanous tubewells having PLCTRTW/Logo based Pump
Automalion control panel & SCADA based maonitoring system with power wiring supply of all labour, meterials and TAP
etc. complete for 05 years for Haridwar Zone 7577 |

5,87 00000
fram
11:00 a.m

04
25—25

18,03 205

24,03 2026
at 11:00 a.m

05 04, 2028
at 11:00 am

04.04 2026
ugbo 500 pom;

2705 P0EG fram
11:00 am. 1o
0204 2028 uplo
500 pim

120 days

vanbure is also allowed

MEAT— Only Tenderers have expenence of operatian and maintenance of water suppdy schemes and must have a local
senica setup for 24hrs service suppord, expenience of loT based applicaton inwater sector in Central Govemment State
Govermmenti'PELs alang with opne YEAr GXpEr| SN al ko | based "r'u;":l'lltl,'lr‘tnu o chala r-'-ﬂnﬂ.ger'nr}l'ul I e heer B Iy SeFEEe
and should have qualified engineers and lechnicians avadable locally 1o ba abla o provice roequirned servicaes. Jonl

b p i a7 7, Comprehensive Operation & Maintenance of vanous ubewells having PLCIRTWLogo based Pump
Autamalion contral pamsl & SCADA based rmonitoring system with power wering supoly of all tabour, materials and T&P
ete, complete for 08 vears for Nainital Zone 57 |

5,30,000.00
Fram
11:00-a.m

L
25—

18.03. 2026

27032028 from
11:00 am. o
0204 2026 upto
5:00 p.m

04 04,2026
uple 500 pom

D604 2026
at 1100 am

120 days | 24032026

at 1100 am

venture s also allowed

HEeE— Only Tenderers have expenence of operation and maintenance of water supply schemes and must have a local
servecs solup for 24hrs service supporl. expecencs of [T based apphcabon inwaler seckor in Cenlral Govammeent Shale
Govermment!PSU's along with one year exparianca af laT based monitoring & data managemeanl in waler supphy schame
and should -have gualified engineers and technicians avadabls locally fo be able to provide required services. Joint

ANy g1 S 9H, Comprehenshee Dpesation & Maintenance of vanous iubewedls having PLGARTU Logo based Pump
Automaiion contral panal & SCADA basaed moniaring systam with power wiring supply of all labour, materials and TP
ete. complete for 05 years for Udham Singh Nagar Zone #1Y] |

2,35,000.00
from
1100 am

0B/
25—215

18.03. 2026

27.05 2026 from
1200 &, me, 1o
02048 20268 uplo
5:00 p.m

04 04 2026
upto 500 pom.

06.04. 2026
at 11:00 am

240320626
at 1100 a.m.

130 days

HEAL-

Cinly Tenderers have experence of oparaton and maintenance of water supply schemes and must have a local
sarvice setup for 24hrs service support. expenance of laT bazed appfication inwater sector in Central Governmant/State
Gowvernrment’PELU's along with ane yaar experence of laT based monitoring & data management inwater supply schems
and should have gualified engineers and technicans available locally io e abde to provide required senvices, Proof o be
il odsdeed wall tha bechinsdst Bid . Jaint vealurng 15 als0 alloéwed

Annual Mainlenance of its PLSIRTU/ Logo Based Pump Automation Conlrol Panel with SCADS syslam with povwer wiring
of various Tubawells and Horizontal Centrifugal Pumps & Varlical Turbine pumpéng stalions including cost of all [abour,
stationery, malerials and TAP, instruments'spare parts, equipmenis required for proper completion for three years in
Erinagar, Gauchar and Karanprayag Uirban Water Supply Schames.

1.07,000.00
from
11:00-a.m

20,7
b

18.03. 2026

27032026 from
11:00 a.m. to
02 .04 2026 upto
500 p.m

0404 2026
uplo S0 pom

0604 2026
at 1100 am

120 days | 24032026

at 1100 am

HedT—

years & expenance of 5

this bendar.

Only Tenderers win himsell s a gualkhed enganges | e have diepraaddiplomea in held of Electrical/Elsctronics o
any firmwho have amm:n’r&d qualified degresddiptoma Infield of Elzctrical/Elecirenics ontheir payrall af least since past 2
3 ¥Is can paricipate in this lender. Tenderer must have experence of operation and maintenancs
of SIMATIC PLC_WINCC SCADA & Automatic Pump mator control panels for not less than Five years in Hilly siate India

Thea tenderer should be a system infegrator of the Simatic PLC & WINCC automation products are allowed to take pastin

g—ffrar 9 et e s 9 el aeerEea B daEe www uktenders.govin T vl damse
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STATE BANK OF INDIA

Liressad Assats Hecovery Branch, ?nd Floar, 2

Lucknow

POSSESSION NOTICE {for immovable property under Rule 8(1)}
Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the State Bank of India, SARB, Lucknow (UF) under
the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and
in exercise of powers conferred under Section 13 {12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement)
Rules 2002, issued a demand notice calling upon them to repay the amount mentioned in the notice within
60 days from the date of receipt of said notice. The Borrowers/Guarantors having failed to repay the amount,
notice is hereby given to the Borrowers/Guarantors and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property described herain below in exarcise of powers conferred on him/her under section

13 (4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rule.

The Barrowers/Guarantors in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to be deal with
the property and any dealing with the property will be subject to the charge of State Bank of india, SARB,

Lucknow (UP] for the amounts and interast thereon.

The Borrowers/Guarantors attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (B) of Section 13 of the Act, in
respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets. Detail of Properties where symbolic possession has

been taken are as follows:

~Tilak Marg,. Near National P.G. College.,
226001, Eamail ; shél5 1 /Bidsheco.m

Name and Address of the Borrowers/ Mortgagors/Guarantors: M/s Ansari Foods Processing Pyt Ltd
Through Directors Shri Mohhamad Ghyasuddin and Mrs Kamrun Ansari

Equitable Mortgage of Immovable properties:- All that is part of Pheonix Square at First Floor Units no
8,9,10 & 48 having a Super Area of 221,9453 5q.Mtrs (2389 Sq. Ft) or thereabouts and Covered Area of
139.7262 5q. Mtrs (1504 5q Ft) or therea-bouts Constructed on the land situated at KHASRA NO
B15/816-D, B17-C SITUATED AT VILLAGE BISRAKH- IALALPUR, TEHSIL, DADRI, GAUTAM BUDDHA
MAGAR, UP-201306 vide lease deed dated 12/02/2024, serial no 7916, Bahi Mo 1, Jild no. 26350 from
page no 17310 204 in the name of Shri Mohd Ghyasuddin §/o Shrl Mohammad Yunus Ansari

All boundaries as per the sale deed : = At or Towards the East, At or Towards the West, At or Towards the

Morth, AtorTowardsthe South

Total O/s Amt {as per Notice ufs 13 (2)}: Rs £,97,88 856/ ason 23/09/2025 and Further Interest from
24/09/2025. The amount deposit towards Banks Dues, if any, to be reduced from total dues, if

applicable.

Date of Demand Nn'l:icef Date of Possession; 23.09.2025/11.03.2026

Place: GAUTAM BUDDHA NAGAR Sd/f

- Authorized Of

cer, State Bank of india

epaper.indfanexpress.cum EE .

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

L & 'l""l f
i'-t-:-t - 7 maa -{?1 |
E.-r'*’- : ..-I-‘_".-i '-" o "‘_ "r- ..-' L4 *J‘ K r .I,-"
= ] & | P - —
HEAD CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE
CONSTABLE PALARAM NARESH HIRA SINGH
SANT RAM LAMBA KUMAR 15.04.1982 —
01.06.1963 — || 05.03.1971 — 01.08.1987- 14.03.2011
14.03.2011 14.03.2011 14.03.2011
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CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE CONSTABLE
DERE PRAVIN CT VIJAY KUBER GOUDA SATENDER
PRATAP KUMAR H HOSAMANI SHARMA
20.08.1985 — 27.02.1987- 27.09.1983 - 12.07.1979 —
14.03.2011 14.03.2011 14.03.2011 14.03.2011

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawans Head Constable Sant Ram and Constables Palaram
Lamba, Naresh Kumar, Hira Singh, Dere Pravin Pratap, Vijay Kumar,
Gounda H Hosamani and Satender Sharma on their Balidan Diwas. On
this day, they sustained fatal bullet injuries while fighting militants in
Kokrajhar, Assam and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
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HEAD CONSTABL || CONSTABLE || CONSTABLE CONSTABLE
/DRIVER KUMUD CH || RAM BAHAL AMANDEEP
SUMER SINGH SWAIN 01.03.1990- 17.04.1984—
24.04.1966 — (| 01.03.1972- 14.03.2011 14.03.2011
14.03.2011 14.03.2011

Director General and all Ranks of Border Security Force remember its
gallant Jawans Head Constable/Driver Sumer Singh and Constables
Kumud Ch Swain, Ram Bahal & Amandeep on thier Balidan Diwas. On
this day, they sustained fatal bullet injuries while fighting Naxals in
Chhattisgarh and made ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.
CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Veer Balidani 1PG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
. Constable [|tribute to Constable M. P Peddaiah of 55
M. P Peddaiah /B> who made the supreme sacrifice
55 Bn while bravely countering insurgents
12-09-1955 To [during law and order duty in Hruaikawn
— village, Champai, Mizoram on 14 March
- %! 14-03-1984 ’ ?
: 1984. #CRPF salutes the braveheart and

pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

Veer Balidani Shri | Veer Balidani
Som Prakash Constable
Sharma Asstt. Jarnail Singh
Commandant 33 Bn

33 Bn 01-06-1950 02-02-1970 To

To 14-03-1999 14-03-1999

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to Shri Som Prakash

Sharma, Asstt. Commandant and Constable Jarnail Singh of 33 Bn,
who made the supreme sacrifice during an anti-insurgency operation in
South Tripura on 14 March 1999. #CRPF salutes the bravehearts and
pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.
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Veer Balidani

09-06-1982 To

14-03-2010

by militants at Zainakadal,
Jammu & Kashmir on 14 March 2010.
#CRPF salutes the braveheart and
pledges never to let his sacrifice go in vain.

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn
tribute to Constable R. Mohan Lal of 28

Constable f:
R. Mohan Lal Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice
28 Bn after being injured in a grenade attack

Srinagar,

SASHASTRA SEEMA BAL

CT(GD)
Th. Kanta

CT(GD)
Chingjahao

HC(GD) HC(GD) || LNK(GD) NK(GD)
P Ibotombi Manimacha Haokholet Laishram Mani
Singh Singh Kuki Singh
| “Sashastra Seema Bal” fondly

remembers the selfless and valiant
act of the bravehearts HC(GD)
P Ibotombi Singh, HC(GD)
Manimacha Singh, LNK(GD)
Haokholet Kuki, NK(GD) Laishram
Mani Singh, CT(GD) Th. Kanta
Singh and CT(GD) Chingjahao Kuki,
who made supreme sacrifice for the
Nation. On this day, while deployed

Singh Kuki at Group Centre, SSB, Imphal (Now

16th Bn SSB), they bravely repulsed an extremist attack and attained

martyrdom in the line of duty. Their legacy of valour, sacrifice and

devotion to duty will forever inspire the generations to come.
“SASHASTRA SEEMA BAI”

O MSSIDC
MAHARASHTRA SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIES
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)
9-Krupanidhi, Walchand Hirachand Marg,
Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400001 Tel : 022-22620624

E-TENDER
E-tender are invited from MSME units registered with Directorate of In-
dustries, for Supply and Installation of Coir Processing Machinery
at Hadi, Tulas, Parule and Sangeli Dist. Sindhudurg. The e-tender
documents can be downloaded from the Government of Maharashtra
E-tender website www.mahatenders.gov.in. The detail schedule of
the tender is available on website from 13.03.2026.

The last date for submission of e-tender is 23.03.2026.

MSSIDC reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without
assigning any reason.

Place : Mumbai,
Date : 14/03/2026

Authorized signatory

gRamn T aRasT e § 9l % W & fau ssas/ad
3MEeHY / A =a smdeHe! 3T Tk a9 & fou wlie ol S © )
Sogeh WA fAish 27.03.2026 1 WiF 05:00 &S qeh AT HieT &g
TSI HETHa-4eh, SRAMWT I GRaed et o ™ 9 Tohd ¢ |
fSTeh R 2R 3TEed FevH' foren e e 7| ¥R 3ged &t
fa= 9 3 vl & foU geTgee SR § WHe Y Uehd © |
FeIE W o Tt SEraS fohddt i foom | 31t 200/-Fo SHI
A SR HeTge-¥eh, HrEiad SRAT TsT URded, et d U™

T Fhd & |

B/ -
HalUd+elch
ghamn T uiEsT

No. 43803/HRY st
NORTHERN RAILWAY
TENDER INFORMATION

Mame | Cleaning of frash air & Return air filters, AC grilts and coofing! condanser coils

of work | of AC coachdés dur nig mainbenance works at Washing Lins'Sick Lins and On-
| Board Elecirical Escorting Duties in Primary-Basaed ShatabdliTejas!
Shatabdi-Typa/Rejdhand DerontofGatiman/AC/Express Trains undar Anand
| Wihar Degot over Delhi Division for thres vears.

Tender No, 30-Elect-11T-Chg-2025-26

Approx. cost of the work in (R} Re, 12 68,02 167 22/

Cost of tender form H=.. .00 i

Al:ll:lra-ss uftha Dﬂ’lce Sr. Divl. Elect. ._ng'naeﬂ'f:hg Nc-rthern H_=||I'.l.-a,'
| Naw Dalhi,

Earnest Monay Rs. 7.84,000/-

Pariod of completion of work 6 Monlhs

Last date & time of submission | 0804 2020 up ba 1500 brs

of tender
And opening of temder 0.0 2026 at 15.01 hra.
Website & notice board | wiwwnireps.gov.in & Sr.DEEChg/DLI

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE  HZEuE
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CLASSIFIEDS & TENDERS

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Classifieds

PERSONAL

WE, SATENDER KUMAR
CHAUHAN,S/O SHRI.CHAND
AND DOURCUS MASSEY, W/O
SATENDER KUMAR CHAUHAN
BOTH,R/0 274-A,POCKET-
C,MAYUR VIHAR,PHASE-II,
DELHI-110091,hereby declare
that our son nameis AARON
CHAUHAN and his actual and
correct date-of-birth is 22-04-
2012. 0040844203-10

I Maj Khan S/0, HuliyaKhan R/0
L-1st,1660 Gali No. 12 ,sangam
Vihar Delhi 110062 have
changed my name to Moj Khan.

0040844090-1

I,SAPNA SEHGAL D/O LATE
NARINDER KUMAR SEHGAL R/O
J-5/104, THIRD FLOOR, RAJOURI
GARDEN, TAGORE GARDEN,
DELHI-110027 declare that
name of my father has been
wrongly written as SHYAM LAL
BAREJA in my PAN Card No.
FIFPS9761C. The actual name of
my fatheris NARINDER KUMAR
SEHGAL for all purposes.

00710240101

I,Raj Kumar,S/o Sh.Dharam
Singh,R/0,H.N0.151,VPO-
Katewara,Delhi-110039,have
changed my name,from Raj
Kumar to Raj Kumar Vats for all
future purposes. 0040844203-9

I,RAJAN KENEDIA NATHAN,S/o-
AROKIYA IRUDIEM JOHN,R/0-
PLOT NO.D-274, T/F,FRONT
SIDE,STREET.NO.55,MAHAVIR-
ENCLAVE PART-3,UTTAM
NAGAR,DELHI-110058,have
changed my name to
RAJANKENNEDIEN NATHAN for
all purposes. 0040844203-2

I,Poonam W/o-Rahul,Address-
B-235,NEAR PANDEY KOTHI,
SANGAM VIHAR SOUTH DELHI-
110062,have changed my name
to Poonam Diwakar.

0040844192-5

I,PRASHANT KANCHEDI JAIN S/0
Kanchedi Lal Jain R/o-
39/12,Second floor East,Patel
Nagar Delhi-110008,have
changed my name to
PRASHANT JAIN for all
purposes 0040844203-1

I,NARESH GUPTA,S/O-LATE
RADHEY SHYAM GUPTA, R/O-A-
1,Street No-2, Near-Hanuman
Mandir,Raju-
Park,Khanpur,Deoli,New Delhi-
110062,have changed my
name,for all future purposes to
NARESH KUMAR GUPTA.

0040844192-9

I,NAMITA MEHTANI w/0 Sunil
Kumar Batra R/O Flat.
No0.18162,Tower -18, Sector
150,Noida (u.p.) 201310,have
changed my,Name to NAMITA
BATRA 0040844203-5

I,MOHD TAPSEER S/O MOHD
VASHIR R/O G-733,GALINO-
12,JAITPUR EXTN,PART-2
DELHI-44, DECLARE THAT MY
FA,HER PREVIOUSLY CALLED
BASIR URF MOHD VASIRDONO
SAME PERSON.  0040844203-7

I,Km Manju Rani W/o Virender
Kumar,R/0 B-163/A,Swaroop
Nagar,Delhi-110042,have
changed my nameto Varsha
Devi. 0040844192-7

I,Kamlesh D/o-Late ShriBabu
Lal R/0 House-No0.72-A,Galaxy
Apartment,Sector-43,
Chakarpur(74),DLF Qe,
Farrukhnagar,Gurgaon,
Haryana-122002, have changed
my name to Kamlesh Kishore.

0040844204-4

l,Kahkshan Tabassum,W/0
Ashfaq Ahmed R/0 J-210,Prem
Nagar-2,Kirari-Suleman
Nagar,Nithari,PO Sultanpuri C-
Block Delhi-110086,Have
changed my nameto
Tabassum Ashfaq.

0040844203-4

l,Jitender kumar s/0-Vishan
Sarup Mittal,R/0-3409/249,
Hansa Puri,Tri Nagar Delhi-
110035,have changed my name
to JITENDER KUMAR MITTAL for
all purposes. 0040844192-2

I,BASMATI DEVI,W/0 BALJ
NATH,R/O D-7/222 SECTOR-6
ROHINI DELHI-110085.HAVE
CHANGED MY NAME TO
BASANTIDEVI. 0040844204-2

I,Hitherto known as Awtar
simgh,S/0-Lutha singh,R/O-
89,Dobra-Maral, PO.Maral,
Dist:Pauri Garhwal,
Uttarakhand-249304, Have
changed my name and shall
Hereafter be known as Awtar
singh. 0040844204-10

I,Bimla Devi,W/0 Raj Kumar Vats
R/0 H.No0.151,VPO-Katewara,
Delhi-110039,have changed my
name from Bimla Devi to Bimla
for all future purposes.

0040844203-8

,BHUWAN CHANDRA
PANDEY,S/0-KESHAV DUTT
PANDEY R/0-A-1/127,Sector-
17,Rohini Delhi-110089,do
hereby inform the general
public that ,BHUWAN
CHANDRA PANDEY and B.C.
PANDEY is the same-person.

0040844204-3

I,Amit Arora S/o Ashok Kumar
Arora,R/0 16E/28,Near Lal
Mandir,East Patel Nagar, Delhi-
110008,have changed my name
to Amit Kumar Arora.

00408441921

I, hitherto known as Rajnish
Kumar S/o Nandkishor Prasad
Singh R/o Khasra No.607, Telco
Service Station, Rangpuri,
Telco Service Station, Malik Pur
Kohi alias Rang Puri, South
West Delhi, Delhi-110037, have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as
RAJNEESH. 0071024003-1

I, Mo Hanif S/o Yasin R/0-833,
GuranaRoad-2, Gurana,
Baghpat, Baraut, UP have
changed my name to Mohd
Hanif.

0071023897-1

I, Yasin Saifi,S/o0-Mohd
Saddik,R/0 H.N0-586,Po0ja
Colony,Loni Dehat,
Loni,Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh-
201102,have changed my name
to Mohd Yasin,for all purposes.

0040844204-6

I, Vinay S/o Late Suresh Kumar
R/0 179 Transit Camp, Ragubir
Nagar, Tagore Garden Delhi-
110027 have changed my name
to Vinay Malhotra for all
purposes. 0040842625-5

I, Venus Rawal alias Vani Munjal
D/o Trilok Chand Rawal W/o
Manu Kumar C-22 HARGOVIND
VIHAR, VIJAY VIHAR PHASE-2
SECTOR 4, ROHINI PO: ROHINI
SECTOR-7 DELHI- 110085 have
changed my name to Vani
Munjal for all purposes.

0071023953-1

I, ILMA MAJID W/O MUSALIN,
R/0 B-386 JAHANGIR PURI
DELHI-110033.HAVE CHANGED
MY NAMETO ILMA,FORALL
PURPOSES. 0040844204-1

I, Dr. Jai Perkash Gupta S/o Lt.
Sh. Sarup Singh GuptaR/0
House No. A-37, GF, South
Extension Part-1,ND 49, declare
that correct name of my father
is Sarup Singh Gupta. Swarup
Singh, Sarup Gupta, SS Gupta
and Sarup Singh Gupta are one
and the same person.
40844266-2

I, Diya Yogesh Gupta has
changed my nameto Diya
Gupta D/o Yogesh Kumar Gupta,
forall purpose. Add-0-310,
AWHO, Vivek Vihar, Sector-82,
Noida-201304, Uttar Pradesh.

0071023904-1

I, Surender Gandhi, S/o Deewan
Chand Gandhi, R/0-10/332,
Sunder Vihar,Paschim-Vihar,
Delhi-110087,have changed my
name to Surender Kumar
Gandhi, Permanently

0040844102-1

I, Sunil Kumar S/o Davender
Kumar Chhabra, R/o F-47B,
Patel Nagar 3 Ghaziabad
201001, have changed my name
to Sunil Kumar Chhabra for all
purpose 0071023982-1

I, Soheb S/0 Mohd Sakir R/0 G-
132 Street No-16 Old
Mustafabad Delhi-110094,
declare that name of my father
has been wrongly written as
MOHD SHAKIR in my all
educational documents. The
actual name of my fatheris
Mohd Sakir. 0050285709-1

I, Sheena Paul alias Sheena D/o
Ashok Kumar R/o0 RZ-63, Gali
No. 2, Puran Nagar, Palam
Village, Delhi- 110045 have
changed my name to Sheena
Paul for all purposes.

0071023981-1

I, Satbir Singh, S/o Late Sh.
Rattan Lal,R/0 H.No. 319,
Chirag Delhi Village, Malviya
Nagar, New Delhi- 110017, have
changed my name to Satveer
Singh and shall hereafter be
known as Satveer Singh for all
purposes 0040844070-1

I, Sanjeev Gupta, R/o Khasra
No.120, H.No. B-6, Dwarika
Dham Colony, Amehra Power
House Road, Amehra Adipur,
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh-250001,
have changed my name to
Sanjeev Kumar Gupta.

0071023992-1

I, Rohit Mohan Bhalla S/o
Sh.Rajinder Mohan BhallaR/0
House N0 501, Tower-14, Lotus
Panache,Sector-110,Noida-
201304 have changed my name
to Rohit Bhalla for all future
purposes. 0071023905-1

I, Ram Singh alias Ram Singh
Bajwa S/o0 Gain Singh R/o H-77,
Upper 2nd Floor, Gali No. 6, Sant
Nagar Extension, Tilak Nagar,
Delhi- 110018 have changed my
name to Ram Singh Bajwa for
all purposes. 0071023896-1

I, RAMAVTAR, S/O-RAMNIWAS
R/0 C-25, GROUND-FLOOR
REAR-SIDE SHIVAJI-PARK,WEST
PUNJABI-BAGH, DELHI-110026.
HAVE CHANGED MY NAMETO
RAMAVTAR BANSAL.

0040844204-11

I, Mohd.Jalaluddin,S/o
Sanaulah,R/0-39-A,
Street.No.2,Sewa Sadan
Block,Mandawali,East Delhi-
110092,inform that
Mohd.Jalaluddin and
Jalaludin,both names are same
person. 0040844203-3

I, Mohammad Nadeem,S/o0
Nasruddin,R/0-H.No-1, Gali No-
39,Zakir Nagar, Okhla, New
Delhi-110025,have changed my
name to Mohd Nadeem,for all
purposes. 0040844204-5

I, Meharban Ali S/o Abdul
Gaffur,305/3 Jaroda
Muzaffarnagar, UP-251003
have changed my name to
Meharban Tyagi for all future
purpose. 0071024000-1

I, Kiran Lata Sharma W/o late
Laxmi Narain, R/0 House no
348, near South Extn-2, Masjid
Moth, New Delhi-110049,
hereby declare that my name s
Kiran Lata Sharma mentioned
as inmy Aadhar card, whereas
inmy late husband army
pension book identity
documents my nameis
mentioned as Kiran Lata. Both
the names Kiran Lata and Kiran
Lata Sharmareferto one and
the same person. 0040844068-1

I, Kanhaya Prasad Kashyap S/o
Kuchan Prasad R/0-288, Gali-4,
Main Shyampark, Sahibabad
Ghaziabad have changed my
name to Kanhiya Prasad.

0071023917-1

I, Jubeer Mohammad S/o
Meharban Ali, 814/3
Yogenderpuri, Muzaffarnagar
UP-251002 have Changed my
name to Zubair Tyagi for all
future purpose. 0071023989-1

I, Inderjit Singh S/o Satish
Kumar, AG-1-59-C, Vikaspuri,
Delhi-110018 have change my
Minor son Aryaveer Singh DOB
from 15.09.2010 instead to
15.07.2009 permanently.

0071023996-1

I, ISHITA JADIA,W/O-Anirudh
Gargasya,R/0 Flat.No-707,
Saraswati ApartmentS-1,D-6,
Vasant Kunj,South West-Delhi,
Delhi-110070,Have changed my
name and address to ISHITA
GARGASYA. 0040844192-10

IVinesh Kumar S/o Sohan Lal
R/o Flat No 893 Pocket D Near
Greenway School Dilshad
Garden Jhilmil East Delhi Delhi
110095 have changed my name
to Vinesh Kumar Sharma for all
future purposes 0040844095-1

I Surender Sharmas/o Shri
Braham Palr/0 FCA 131 East
Chawla Colony Ballabgarh
Faridabad 121004 have change
my name from Surendra
Sharmato Surender Sharma (
both are the same person)

0071023898-1

I Samiksha Roy D/o-Naresh
Kumar Bhayana R/0-B-3/7,
Jeewan Jyoti Apartment,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034 have
changed my name to Samiksha
Bhayana for all purposes.

0040844069-1

I Jai Rani Alias Jaya Rani Alias
Jay Rani W/o Late Shri Pal Singh
R/o H-No-F-314/C Pandav
Nagar, Street No-8, Delhi Police
Society, Gharonda Neem ka
Bangar, Patparganj, East Delhi,
Delhi-110091, have changed
my name to Jai Rani

0071024008-1

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, MANISH VERMA S/O LATE SHRI GAJINDER
SINGH R/O 1/6949, SHIVAJI PARK SHAHDARA,
DELHI-110032. THAT THE MY CLIENT SMT. REENA
SINGH W/O LATE SHRI SUBODH SINGH R/O 1/896,
MANSAROVAR PARK, SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032
BEING THE ACTUAL AND ABSOLUTE OWNER AND
IN PHYSICAL POSSESSION VACANT PLOT OF LAND
FOR AREA MEASURING 167.22 SQ. MTRS. (200 SQ.
YARDS), BEARING THE PROPERTY NO. 545-A,
MC NO. 5/4285, FORMING PART OF THE KHASRA
NO. 325, SITUATED AT THE ABADI OF
MANSAROVER PARK, G. T. ROAD, IN THE AREA OF
VILLAGE KHERA ALIAS CHANDRAWALI, ILLAQA
SHAHDARA, DELHI-110032, THAT THE ORIGINAL
PREVIOUS PROPERTY PAPER/GENERAL POWER OF
ATTORNEY OF MY CLIENT IN THE NAME OF SHRI
SUNDER SARAN BHATNAGAR S/O SHRI DEVI
SARAN BHATNAGAR DULY REGD. AS DOCUMENT
NO. 12, ADDL. BOOK NO. 4, ON PAGE NO. 141-142,
DATE 04.12.1971 IN THE OFFICE OF S.R. DELHI IS
MISSING AND NOT TRACEABLE TOWARDS MY
BEST EFFORTS SO ANY BODY FOUND MY PAPERS
PLEASE CONTACT ME.

REENA SINGH
MOBILE NO. 9650492426

MANISH VERMA

(ADVOCATE)

MOBILE NO. 9899923094, 9810195004

|

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I, RESHNA
LOKESH daughter of LATE VK.
SASEENDRAN, ex-wife of SHRI
LOKESH KUMAR, residing at QTR. NO.
002, BLOCK-B, THYAGRAJ NAGAR,
NEW DELHI-110003 declare that I got
divorce from my husband SHRI LOKESH
KUMAR vide Court Decree No. HMA
No.29/24 dated 28/02/2024. Further, I have
changed the surname of mine and my minor
son SAAYUJYA RESHNA LOKESH aged
07 years and we shall hereafter be known as
V.K. RESHNA and SAAYUJYA V.K.

It is certified that I have compiled with other
legal requirements in this connection.

I, Devyani Singh D/O Manvir
Singh R/0 38/ Sadhna, Enclave,
Flat No.-11/12, Panchsheel
Prark Enclave, Malviya Nagar,
South Delhi, Delhi- 110017,
have changed my nameto
Nyarah Singh. 0050285708-1

I, Chander Kanta Thapar W/o
Kuldeep ThaparR/022,Pand T
Colony, Sandesh Vihar,
Pitampura, Delhi-110034 have
changed my name to Chander
Kanta for all future purposes

00710239751

I, Ajay Kumar S/o Kishan Kumar
R/0-387, Krishana Nagar,
Maniram Vas-3, Kosikalan,
Mathura have changed my
name to Ajay Kumar Goyal.

0071023900-1

I hitherto known as ANAS S/0O
MR. RAJIULLAH R/O H.NO.
660/1,H-BLOCK, STREET.NO.
3,SUNDER NAGRI,NORTH EAST
DELHI, DELHI-110093,HAS
CHANGED MY NAME AND
SHALL HEREAFTER BE KNOWN
as ANAS ULLAH. 0040844203-6

| Avheet Kour w/o Amitoze Singh
r/0 J-27,Paryavaran Complex,
Saket, Delhi-110068 have
changed my nameto AVNEET
KAUR. 0040844148-1

I,Usha kumari, W/o-Deepak
Kumar,Address-B-235,NEAR
PANDEY KOTHI, SANGAM
VIHAR SOUTH DELHI-
110062,have changed my name
toUsha 0040844192-6

I,LNidhi Jain,W/0 Manoj Kumar
Goyal,R/0O H.N0-98,Gali No-
1,Subhash-Nagar, Meerut-
City,Meerut,Uttar Pradesh-
250002 have changed my name
to Nidhi Goyal,for all,Future
Purposes. 0040844192-3

I,Manoj Goyal S/o-Mangu Mal
Goyal,R/0-H.N0-98,Gali No-
1,Subhash-Nagar, Meerut
City,Meerut,Uttar Pradesh-
250002,have changed my name
to Manoj Kumar Goyal, for all
Future Purposes. 0040844192-4

I,Sandhya Kumari W/o Sanjay
Kumar R/o Flat-1012,Tower-11,
Panchsheel Primrose,
Govindpuram, Ghaziabad, have
changed my name to Sandhya.

0040844192-8

LOST & FOUND

This is to inform that Mrs. Om
Wati Sharma W/0 Shankar Lal
Sharma, OWNER OF R/O H-3,
FIRST FLOOR, Dakshinpuri,
New Delhi This property
purchased by Mohan Singh
Dawar THE SAID PROPERTY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT OF GPA,
ATS, POSSESSION LETTER
RECEIPT SPAETC.HAS BEEN
LOST AT THE TIME OF SHIFTING
MY HOUSE DESPITE Kindly
reach out at Mob.
No0.9560762477 in case
someone founds the
documents.

0040844068-2

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

My clients Mr. Ram Jain 500 Shri
Vipgnder Kumar Jain rasidants of A-
117 ¢-8, Keshay Param, Dell-
110035 nireby declars Mat they hae|
disoamed and deharred their Wifs
Snipra Jain and Son ShivamJdain ram
all movable and immawahino
properties dues 10 their disrespectiul
aEhavior and foss- ol contfel Al
relations with them have basn
severed, Any dealings with theirthem
will be at the risk, cesl and|
cansequencea of the partes imealved
Our clients shall nat he liable or

rasponsible Ter any souch daealings
i
Amrendra Math Shukka Advocale,
Ch, Ho, 717, Lawyers Chamber Block,
Rohini Goeds,

My dient Pashpa Cews W Lale Mrj
Chandar Sen Gupla Rio House Moo 1498
Dakshinpun Ext. DR, Aambadiar Nagar, disl
Solh Dedhi Slala: Dehi-110062, hawed
besn msbehaved aioaad and tomuned Dyf
her sora namely afdar son Aley Gupta and
youngersonfnkl Gupta shehas sevard al
mlagions and disowned & dehamd em
Trom all mavable and immovable propedies;
S hak - alse debied them Irom her
ancasla and owned propemies afuated at
Rin Housa Mo, 14 Dakshinpun Est. Or
|Ambadiar, Gist Soudn Delhy Stale Dathi-
110062, NEW SHOB N6 0L0 SHOP
W3.Z7) BHAGAT SINGH MARKET
MALVIYANAGAR NEW DELH-1T & Shalkh
Tars (Fhaes £ [Ceedd JiKachon waks) |
Sheeraz Saeed (Advocale)
55 Mo ha7 Sakat Cocet, R Dty 7]

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Smt. Darshana Rani W/o Late
Sh. Ishwar Singh R/o H.No.-128,
Sarai Sohal, Manglapuri, Palam, New
Delhi-110045 have severed all relations
with their son Rahul Ujinwal & his wife
Meneka for all purposes and have
disowned & debarred them from all of their
movable & immovable properties on dated
09.03.2026. My clients had severed all ties
with their son and daughter-in-law and now
my clients shall not be responsible for any
acts & deeds done by them.

Sd/-
MAHENDER SINGH YADAV
Advocate
Ch. No. 636,
Dwarka Court Complex,

New Delhi-110075

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Reet Kundu, Daughter of Rakhee Kundu
and Vijay Kundu, Date of Birth:
11/0c¢t/2008, Resident of Gurgaon, do
hereby solemnly affirm and declare as
follows: 1. That I passed the Indian
Certificate of Secondary Education (ICSE),
Class X Examination - Year 2024
conducted by the Council for Indian School
Certificate Examinations. 2. That I was a
student of Scottish High International
School, Gurugram, and my Unique ID is
8328406. 3. That my original Class X ICSE
Statement of Marks / Marksheet has been
lost/misplaced, and despite my best efforts,
it could not be traced. 4. That I am making
this affidavit for the purpose of applying for
a duplicate marksheet from the concerned
authority. I hereby declare that the above
information is true and correct to the best of
my knowledge and belief.

Place: Gurgaon
Date: 13/03/2026

PUBLIC NOTICE

General public is hereby informed that My clients
Sh. Ved Prakash Juneja and his wife Mrs. Neetu
Juneja (parents), R/o 53, Upper Ground Floor, Pocket -
5A, Sector- 25, Rohini Sector 7, Delhi 110085, have
severed all their ties with Mr. Ashish Juneja (son) and
his wife Mrs. Yakshita Duggal (daughter in law)
because of their misconduct and disobedience and
debarred them from all their movable and immovable
properties and assets, whether self-acquired or
otherwise. Henceforth, they shall have no right, title,
interest, claim, or concern of any nature whatsoever in
any of my clients’ properties or assets, present or future.
It is further declared that my clients shall not be
responsible for any debts, liabilities, transactions, or
obligations undertaken by them from the date of the
publication of this notice. If any person deals with them
in any manner regarding my clients property or in my
clients name, such person shall do so entirely at his own
risk and responsibility.
Sd/-
MAHAVIR SHARMA
Advocate
Ch. No. 1113, Lawyer’s Chamber Block,
Rohini Court Complex, Delhi-10085

My clent Barfi Wia Rajoad Rip J3H22
Jod, Colory Wagipur Defhe-110052
have sever all her ralation and debar
har se0 namaly Mahandar 500 Hajpa
and grandson namely Akash S0
Mahender from all har mesvable and
immaveble - properfies. due f their
misconduct and misbehaviow, if
anybedy dealing with them
hetshethey will do 5o & hisheriheir
oen nsk-and conseguence, my cienl
will ot be respansgibée for their ey act
and ceedin fubure.

Kapil Jain (Advocate)
Ch, No, 427 Rabmi Court, Delke-85

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed that my client Sh.
Neeraj Kumar Sharma S/o Late
Aditya Kumar Sharma and his wife
Smt. Vandana Sharma, R/o 62,
Upper Ground Floor, Gali No. 4,
Radheshyam Park, Delhi-110051,
they have disowned and severed
relations with their son Saksham
Brahm Bhatt and daughter-in-law
Vaishnavi Bhatt due to their
misbehavior and misconduct. They
are debarred from their movable
and immovable properties. My
clients shall not be responsible for
their acts or liabilities.
Sd/-
Rangoli Khanna
Advocate
Enrol. No: D/3757/2017

Infermation 1§ gaes 06 giserdl pubkc af

lame that my chent Vieram Chadha who i
the owerer of Bult-op Phati Propesty No. 56,
arza measurng 204 =g mbs, sHuatad in
Block: F, of Sactor- B, Nowda, Distt, Gautam
Huds HnTr. WP F1301 by virhm of
Trantlir Deed of Leapehold nghis daed
13,08 2021 eveosted by Mz K Sphal
Industnes Doe. No. 4118, o Book Ho. 1
Yal. No. 17150, Page No. 155-184, dated
13082021, (3RD- 11, Gautam Budh Nagar
whi vz the owear threegh L
darted. K308 14905 executed by ]
illae, Mo, 3640 & Musanne No. 3644
Thet Origingl Przzassion Ceifificete dated
03.08. " 1885, Lesse Deed dated
17091985 and Alofment letie wath
Terms and condifiens datad 16,0071 385
lmmﬂ'ummm'llr NOADA ane miszing amd
il freceatle and ©1LH, ks Beee lodged an
12052006 wide LR No. 1EOOG2R2(0G,
Soerth Disar. Crime Branch, Dethl.
Any personis, isstitutioniz| fnds the sere
iz requesied to send o the  sbee
mentiprad sddrass, Misus2 of the spme
may_be fioble For action undor relvand
roraisions of the lavi ol theland.
ilw persnmisl, mEutiongsl himing an
clmm andier ghyecbon nrespect of he san
preperty shell cosmuncale e same o
the un rslg'.ed & par sddrees within 07
days fiom the pubfcation of ihis netica
with documentarny evalerce in sappord
theresd, Esling wehich all the claim. of sach
piersondsl mstiedionts) shall nol be Sndng
Lot % B i m:l-.-nllln]j:n_ham. |
i A yoratin
2034, Graurst Flaor, Jar Extangi
BRI

Wap Reshinm Perk ?-f'l'.l.-B1

LIEEIECA O
W gafwra 4 <o e fra, 9 4
fig il &R et e @R e, oot
e fag fire, S famd sh-504, el
HeR 3, ASiferd uTeh, feeedt 110033 7 319
g3 AW fiE e, g9 g fie i g
I et Rraih e i, gdt & AW
= AR T AEROT S FHROT I A
A G A T F I R ® SR
W YafRhd 9 S UR Y faess
R e 3R B gaferd & 99 9 gEay|
¥ T gFR w1 HE off A R ueR
T -3 AT T AT AR GelTR TR
TR AT T 1 ST FTHERR g ot 2
R T W T W IRAR F 3 e
freR =2t 8| Sd./-
RISHI SAINI
Advocate
Seat at JJB Kingsway Camp,
Delhi-110009

PUBLIC NOTICE
To be known to all that client NARAYAN JUNEJA
(A.No.7815 6891 8321, Pan Card
No.ADJPJ3648R) son of Late Shri Pola Ram
R/o C41, Ganesh Nagar, West Delhi, Delhi-
110018 had succeeded Ownership rights of
ENTIRE BUILT UP PROPERTY NO.C-40 AND
C-41, OLD PROPERTY NO.WZ-29-A-4/3,
TOTAL AREA MEASURING 150 SQ.YDS.,
BUILT ON PORTION OF PLOTNO.21,BLOCK
NO.4, AREA MEASURING 50 SQ.YDS., AND
PLOT NO.22, AREA MEASURING 100
SQ.YDS., PART OF KHASRA NO.7,
SITUATED IN THE AREA OF VILLAGE
NANGLI JALIB, COLONY KNOWN AS
GANESH NAGAR, TILAK NAGAR, NEW
DELHI-110018, with the structure comprising
Stilt Floor, Entire Ground Floor, Entire First Floor,
Entire Second Floor and Entire Third Floor with
the rooffterrace rights thereabove, as being
single legal heirs of Late Smt. Shiv Kumar wife
Late Shri Phola Ram alias Pola Ram and
original Sale-deed, Regd. as Document No.472
in Book No. 1, Volume No. 252 on pages 7 to 10
on 15/02/1963 in the office of Sub-Registrar,
Delhi, executed by Shri Kirpal Singh son of S.
Balwant Singh in favour of Smt. Amrit Kaur wife of
S. Avtar Singh in respect of Plot No. 21, Block-4,
land area 100 sq.yds. Khasra No.7 & 11. Village
Nagli Jalib, colony known as Ganesh Nagar,
New Delhi and relevant previous chain
document have been lost and as are reported
misplaced/lost vide LR No. 152977/2026 Dated
09/03/2026, New Delhi New Delhi. Any person
(s)claiming any right, interest, having any
objection may write/contact with above named
person at above address/phone 9868012318,
within 7 days from the date of publication of this
notice. The person claiming any right, interest,
objections with respect to this property can
personally inform to the above named person,
thereafter any claim and objection will be treated
asnulland void.
Sd/- Ajitabh , Advocate
Office No.216, 2nd Floor, Authority

Building,District Centre,Janak Puri,ND.58

Ph. 9868012318

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

PUBLIC NOTICE

Pubdic: 21 large is hemehy informed thal
Freehald  [HIA Baslt up 3F3 Fiak No, 22
Sapond Flooe: alnng with Sooober Caraps
, Bloca S0 Categary 0, Fitampura, Dethi
presenlly owned by Shr Tarun Hapood
and 3l Hadha Fagoar by vidue ol (1]
safu Deed dedy rigestared wide Rapd. %o
L1357, dated 31082001 and the same
is pmpoted by ke offered a5 Security
with Shate Bank of india Branch: Home
Losn Cendre, Medap Subhash Placs
Fitamnpura New Dethi and as per presant
maner{sversaon the said preperty isfars
fres from ali soets of emcumbrance. and
Allotmant Cum Gamand Lettar dabed
0E 101986 betber of Filth and Fesal
Inslallmant) issued by O0& in Fvor of
s Rita Malwjan, 27 are mporbed &5
sk wide LR Moo LEZ3G5/200G, dated
|8,02.2026 with E-Pelice siation
Mahindra Park, Morh west Disinct
Defhe Police, Delhi i is hemhy potfed
trzf amy person 2o or Bank, financazl
institution having 20y claim, anychargs
Bemaficiary of Wil | HUE ¢ Wember of
HUE, amy sierestor lien orclaim asd / of
objechon Lo Hheros hefshethey may
lodge. / molily 1he Same o Ghe
undersipntd wih decumantzey poool [/
court judgment within 15 days from the
day of publication of this public notice
failing which any furtherduture claamy
nhgcion(s) shall be megcted and my
chent / prospectiyn bayer (=} as & bana-
fida purchaser concliade the tile' Sals
Dlesd proposad to be executad infar of
my clisnd of in ihe name of ks har thair
naminess shall B2 daemed o be cleal
and makelable wehd ey oelecl

encaambrangi, aw and im pedimeat,
SATYEMOER YEDAY [ADWOCATE!
Chamier nn, 561, 5° Floar, Seaet Soerls
heewr Dielhi; Wab; 9711212421
E-mail: zatandar] T@gmsd.com

PROPERTY

&) EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY [®]

E-TENDER NOTICE
a-tender Nodlce Mo 68 of 2025-26 [Open)-
Engg/COU
On line (through e-lendenng) for the
fiotiowing work & invited by DRMEnogDDU
for-and on behalf of the President of India
from expenenced and financially as well as
technically =ound contraciors nciuding
those enlisted with the Railway, CPWD,
BSNL, MES, PWD and other publc secior
underiakings.

TenderMo. 24-00U-5R DEN-IN-25-26

(1) Narne of work with ils lncation © Supply
and supervision of AT welding poriion
B0kaBOE 1, R360 Rall joints Aleming thermil
welding for 52 kg, 60 kg/G0E1, R260 Grade
Raids for associabed frack related works
urder Sr, DENSIVDDU, (i) Advartised Value
®ar.o5,181/-, (i) Earnest Money
TTHA00- (vil) Closing Date & time for

submission of e-lendar | 0204 2026, Up-io

12:00 hrs. (vim} Website particulars of g-
[ENdEnng Www meps.00v. In

Divisional Railway Manager !/

ECK/PL Deen Dayal Upadhyaya

PR/1826/DDU/Engg/T/25-26/32

UJVN LIMITED

H.OL: “UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.M.5. Road, Dehradun-248006

Telephones: 0135-2T63808, Fax: 0135-2763508
CIN Mo, U40101UR20015GCO25866 Website: weww.ufvnl.com

Lettar Mo: 212 Tender Notice Date; 13/03/2026

Cffice of the Executive Engineer (M&(G) Dhakrani Power House invites
sealed tender from interested parties. Bref summary of tenders is given
below

1. Tender No.: 25/EEM&G)/DKN/2025-26 for “Hiring of ang No. Non AC
digsal vahicla {Mahindra Camper ar equivalant) for one vear”

2. Tender No.: 26/[EEM&G)/DKN/2025-26 for "AMC far Misc. mechanical
maintenance works”,

3. Tender No. 2TEE(M&G)/DKN/2025-26 Tor "Shifting af Fire fighting
hydrant Line”

Estimated cost: Rs. 520,944 00+ G3T, 995, 800.00 + GETES9 525.00+
3T respactively

Date of availability of bid document on website: 13.03. 2026 at 1700 hrs.
Last date for submission of bids: 04.04. 2026upto-13:00 hrs.

For fuller & further details, kindly visit our website. The tender documenis
can be downloaded from the Nigam's website “www.ujvnl.com”

‘AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"” RELElAUVER =l B TETE LAy

BUSINESS PREMISES

AVAILABLE

FOR LONG LEASE

Entire Floor Plate 30,000
sq.ft., Super with 30 car
parking at Assotech
Business Cresterra IT
park, Sector 135, Noida.

Ready to move, plug & play.

Available from 1st June,
2026. Presently occupied by
US Multinational.

Contact:
K.S. Gupte:
8779518297/9820366129,
S.R. Godbole : 9823112308
Brokers Excuse

15946

KF_ AT
BRIDCUL

264331 §—Hd : pmbridculhld@gmail.com

c ﬁm CIN No. : UA5203UR20085GC032591
BRIDCUL (rwsde ) :
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COURT NOTICE

COURT NOTICE
(Uo 5 Rule 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF
Sh. Mahavir Singh
Exclusive Commercial
Court, Gurugram

M/s Pearl ii.ﬂnﬂFﬂ Ltd

M/s SBS International Pvi Lid
CNR No. HRGRO1-002632-202%
CIS NO. 8202025
Mext Date:-23-04-2026
PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:
DEF. M/S 5.B.5.
INTERMATIONAL PVT. LTD
THROUGH IT'S MANAGING
DIRECTOR PLOT NO. 179,
1794, SEC-3, IMT
MAMESAR, GUR4UGRAM-
122052
In above litled case, the
defendant{s)/respondenti(s)
could not be servad. Il s
ordered that defendantis)
respondent{sy shoubd appear
i persom or through counsel an
23-04-2026 at 10:00 a.m.
For details logon to
hitps:/highcourtchd.gov.iniMrs
=district_noliced&districi=Gurug
raim
Exclusive Commercial Court,
Gurugram
|Dated this day of 15-03-2026

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

HSVP, Gymkhana Club, Sec-4 Ext. Rohtak

The tenders are invited through e-tendering process for various works as per the details given below:

Tender Notice

Name of work Estimated Annual Experience Security Period of | Price of
monthly rent turnover of deposited tender tender

(Reserved Price) the bidder document

For operations, maintenance| Rs. 10 Lacs plus | Minimum Minimum 03 | Rs. 20 lacs 10 years |Rs. 2000/-

and management of lawn(s) and | GST @ 18% per aggregate years of in favour of | extendable

party halls and providing bar & Quarter turnover of Rs. 50 experience HUDA for another

catering services including|excluding Annual| lacs for Bar & in Hospitality | Gymkhana | 05 years on

deployment of tentage & Bar Catering services |Industry or in the| Club, Rohtak| yearly basis

pandal, decoration etc. as| License fee and same field and on the basis

deemed necessary by the Rs. 50 lacs for 03 years of of

operator alongwith swimming swimming pool experienc of satisfactory

pool. health club & lawn tennis individually for the|  running & performance

courts at HSVP Gymkhana last 05 years maintenance

Club, Rohtak except 02 rooms of swimming

(Room No. 201.202), offices of] pools

the club & TV lounge.

4. The tender will be submitted online

No. 43813/HRY

1. The bids and all supporting documents to be submitted through e-tendering process.

2. Detailed terms & conditions including the tender documents are available on the website http://etenders.hry.nic.in.

3. The committee headed by Vice President, Gymkhana Club-cum-Administrator, HSVP, Rohtak reserves the right accept or reject
the complete tender or any part of job without assigning any reason thereof.

11:00 am in the O/o Estate Officer/Executive Engineer, HSVP, Rohtak.

till dated 16/03/2026 upto 10:00 am and the same will be opened on dated 16/03/2026 at

Sd/-

General Secy, Gymkhana Club,
Rohtak-cum-Estate Officer,
HSVP, Rohtak

Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority

STATFED

E-mail: cecogmdaghy@gmail.

Website: www.gmda.assam.gov.in

Building, Bhangagarh, Guwahati - 781005
Tel: 0361-2529650/9824

com Fax: 0361-2529991

No. GMDA/DEV/18/2026/2

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Dated: 13-03-2026

The Chief Executive Office
Guwahati-05 invites bids

manufacturers/ Principal Suppliers/ Authorized Dealers having requisite experience and
financial capability for Supply, Testing & Commissioning of Amphibian Dredger built on proven
design having satisfactory performance to be delivered at Guwahati:

r, Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority, Bhangagarh,
through e-Procurement system from Original equipment

Sl. Name of Work Value Bid Security Przizgzirn Time of
No. (Zin Cr.) (@inlakh) | "EOS %)9 delivery
1. |Supply, Testing and 29 of Bid value

Commissioning of (1% only for

Amphibian Dredger h eot on d):a cor

along with excavator 19,66,58,062.00 belonaing to 20,000.00 | 4 months

arm, stabilizers, cutter & ging

. . ST, SC, OBC
suction dredging pump and & UGE)
attachments

| The detailed tender docu

https://assamtenders.gov.in from 16-03-2026. Interested bidders are required to create their
own user ID & password in the e-tendering portal. Amendment/ Addendum to the tender, and
further notifications, if any, shall appear in the website https://assamtenders.gov.in.

ments can be downloaded from the e-procurement portal'

Sd/- Chief Executive Officer
Guwahati Metropolitan Dev. Authority
Bhangagarh, Guwahati - 781005

Al
SMALL

FINANCE
BANK

& BCHENULED CONNERGIAL BANK

Name of Borrower/Co-Borrower/

AL

APPENDIX IV [SEE RULE

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the AU Small Finance Bank Limited (& Scheduled Commercial Bank) under the “Securitization and
Beconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Securlty Interest [Act, 2002 (54.6F 20021 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13012} read with rule 3
of the Securty Interest [Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued demand notice on the date as mentioned below calling upon the borrowers to repay the amaunt menticoned in
the said notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said notice as per the details given inbelow table;

13{2) Notice Date 8 Amount

SMALL FINANCE BANK LIMITED

(A SCHEDULED COMMERCIAL BANK)
Regd. Office: 19-A, Dhuleshwar Garden, Ajmer Road, Jaipur - 302001 (CIN:L36911RJ1996PLC011381)

8(1)] POSSESSION NOTICE

Date of

Description of Mortgaged Property | Possession

Maortgagor/Guarantor [ Loan Afc No.

Taken

(Afc No.) LS900106012 6865088 14-Cct-25 All that part and parcel of residential/commercial property Land) Buildingy' | 11-Mar-26
Mohd Chand [Borrower], Barish Irfan Rs. 1413944/ Structure and fixtures Property Situated At - Khasra Mo Old Mo 1325 New No
{Co-Borrower) Rs. Fourteen Lakh Thirteen Thousand | 1748, Village Jarcha Pargana, Tehsil Dadri farcha Main Road, Dadri, Dist. -
Nine Hundred Forty-Four Only Gautam Buddha MagarUttar Pradesh Admeasuring 250 5q Ft.
10-Chet-25
{Afc No.) L3001060132122404 20-Nov-25 All that part and parcel of residential fcommercial property Land/ Building/ | 11-Mar-256
Smt.Payal [Co-Borrower B Legal Heir Rs. 829020/ Structure and fixtures Property Situated At- Part OF Khasra No-98 Min,
O Late Shei Dushyant Kumar - Rs. Eight Lakh Twenty-Nine Thousand | Village- Sadipur, Pargana, Tehsil-Svana, Dist-Bulandshar, Uttar Pradesh
Borrower) Twenty Only 19-Now-25 Bounded As East- House Of Devendra |, West- Road 12 Ft Wide , Morth-
House OF Sanjay Gifted |, South- House OF Devendr Kumar Admeasuring
252 B3 Square Yard
(Afc Mo, L3001060134434842 05-Crec-25 All that part and parcel of residential/commercial property Land/ Building/ | 11-Mar-26
Smt.Bavita [Co-Borrower B Legal Helr Rs. 1092740/- Structure and fixtures Froperty Situated At (Hd Aabadi Vill - Jarcha, Pargana
Of Late Shei Maveen Kumar Singhal - Rs. Ten Lakh Ninety-Two Thousand | And Tehsil - Dadri, Dist - Gautam Budh Nagar , Uttar Pradesh Bounded As
Borrower) Sewen Hundred Forty Only East- House Of Babita , West- Road |, Morth- Road'1S, South- House Of
04-Dec-25 Dinesh Admeasuring 24.755g.Yrds

Place: UTTAR PRADESH

The borrower having falled to repay the amount, therefore notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property described herein above mentioned table in exercise of powers canferred on him/her under section 13{(4) of the said (Act-2002)
read with Rule 8 of the said rule on the date mentioned in the above table. “The borrower's attention is Invited to provisions of sub section {8) of section 13 of
the Act read with rule 8(6), in respect of time available, i.e., 30 days from this intimation, to redeem the secured assets.” The borrower in particular and the
public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of the AU Small Finance
Bank Limited (A Scheduled Commercial Bank} for the amount and interest thereon mentioned in the above table -5~

Date: 13-Mar-2026

Authorised Officer AU Small Finance Bank Limited
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ACROSS DOWN
1Fires round about fifty 1Gets others to do the fighting (8)
guns (6) 2 Domestic buzzer may be stuck
4 Calm converse (8) here (8)

9 Shouting and weeping (6)

10 He usually has a second
helping (8)

12 A tree Father found in
America (4)

13 Small arch (5)

14 Fruit attached to the trunk (4)
17 Instantly but not here and now
(5,34)

20 Pleasingto see in a church but
notinabar (7,5)

23 It’'sworth its weight in gold (4)
24 An increase not for the first
time (5)

25 Famous Roman seen backin
Florence (4)

28 Club regulation that must be
strictly obeyed (4,4)

29 Song about amorningin
Lent? (6)

30 Open clash that reveals the
strength of one’s hand (8)
31Pursued by two

boys (6)

3 Letters of no real sterling
worth (4)

5Become veryindignant and
take flight (2,2,2,3,3)

6 Converse of turkey? (4)

7 Not being fully illuminated
makes it wilt (6)

8 Dislike of French examination
(6)

111t won’t strike one directly (8,4)
15 Tie the ship up for the rest of
the voyage (5)

16 Some climb Eigertogeta

tan (5)

18 Sees Carl is strangely
unconcerned (8)

19 Various designs to a dress (8)
21 Peels off in layers (6)

22 After gold rises two firms are
highly decorated (6)

26 Source of power on the
American football field (4)

27 A symptom of fever like a hot
head (4)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5935 ACROSS: 1Haste, 4 Usurper, 8 Lam, 9
Trappists, 10 Bandage, 11 Empty, 13 Taiwan, 15 Unison, 18 Reset, 19 Kitchen, 21
Given away, 23 She, 24 Dresser, 25 Teeny DOWN: 1Halibut, 2 Semantics, 3
Extra, 4 Usages, 5 Umpteen, 6 Pas, 7 Rusty, 12 Posthaste, 14 Attends, 16
Nunnery, 17 Skewer, 18 Rigid, 20 Tryst, 22 Vie

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the

answer for the given quip.
While one

in himself and his pursuits, he cannot feel old,

no matter what his years may be. - Amos Bronson Alcott (5,7)
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Ji JAIPUR CITY TRANSPORT SERVICES LIMITED

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY |

Ol auchion sale through waw.irps gov in for dspoasal of scrap Ferrous, Non-Farmous
Scrap compaiaing of Rails anline, cther PWay Sorap, M S, Sheat, Axlas, Machines and
candemrsd wagdns' coscieswill e held as par schedubs programime given ek

Stores Department

DapatDivision Ajmiar Ajmer | Jodhpur | Jodhpor | BEN Depat | Jaipus
Cepat | Division | Depot | Division | & Division | Division
April-2026 160426 | 170426 | 210426 | 220426 | 230426 | 2404326

Mote: The amendments regarding the date of auction can be seen on IREPS site
only, Mo publication will be done in news paper 0 future, 1. Indian Rahway s
sellimg 8ll the scrap through e-auction. Bidders are requastad to
gl registered for E-auction with www reps.gov.in alan early dale, 2 Bldders shoukd
obtained ciass-ll digital cerificate with firm's name before regisiration. For payment,
bickdars will Bave 16 open an account wilh S8 [saralhyapar ) with nel bansking Fights
for depositing eamesi money etc. For any details please contact concemed officers of
depol Dy CRM's and HO offica stores deparimenl, Jaipor

Fallow us gn n __::EE-HWT!-:i hwais E NYWRaibways

HEAD QUARTERS B.E.G. & CENTRE ROORKEE

(An organization under Ministry of Defence)

availablie market rate,

Roorkea forthe year 2026,

by 19 Mar 2026.

fresh call for quotation accordingly.

of the ongoing tender,

BEG & Cenftra,

RE-TENDER NOTICE
1. Auction of fruit trees inside BEG & Centre Foorkee for the vear 2026
was published in Dally news paper Hindustan (Hindi) Dehradun edition
and Indian Express, Delhi edition on 29 Dec 2025, During evaluation, it
has bean observad thal the quoled rates ware nol as per with the existing

2 Hence, applications are again invited for bidding for the-auction of fruit
trees planted on defence land under the jurisdictions of BEG & Centre,

3. Interested applicants are required to submit their bid accordingly latest

4. The bidder are reqguested to quote reasonably as per the existing
market rate & the higher bidder shall be admilted accordingly. Incase it is
found that the guoted rates are below the existing market rate the same
shall be cancelled without giving any reasons & BEG & Centra shall go for

5. The bidder, is supposed 1o be aware of the geographical location,
distance & other, existing parameters existing in a resfricted areas & the
sama shall reflact in the overall guotations, The bidder shall be
responsible for watering of frees, chemical spraying & watch & ward of the
treas for which they shall qguote. This arganization shall not be responsible
for any theft or any unwanted incidents that might occur during the running

G Details of trees with location can be obtained from Adm 'Q' Branch of

DETAILS OF TREES FOR AUCTION: BEG & CENTRE ROORKEE

Mango Trees

Kathal| Goose |[Simbhal
Trees| Berry | Dode

Lichi
Trees

TOTAL

1328 (incl 24 at Bhagavanpur,
Amarpur Camping Ground)

158 27 338 53

Adm Offr, BEG & Centre Roorkee

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

SUPPLY OF STORES ITEMS "THROUGH E- PROCUREMENT TENDERS"

The Primcipal Chief Material Manager, Morth Western Railway, headguarter Jaipur, fos
and on bihall of the Prasident of Indi invites Qpen E-lenders on www.ireps.gosin

TENDER NOTICE Nao: S/2026/004
Date; 12.03.2026

site as follows . )
Sr | Tender No. Brief Description Gty | Unit | Due date
1 | 30262172 | SET OF PREVAILING TORQUE 3103 | se1 |31.03.2026
TYPE HEXAGON |
2 | 62600104 | Sat of Valves 480 | Se1 |01.04.2026
3 | 40260039 | BLIND SOCKET ASSEMBLY 845 | Moa. {0704 2026
_4 | 40261641 | COUPLING SOCKET ASSEMBLY | 234 | Nos | 08,04 2025
b | 37251704 | COUPLER BODY 135 | Mos. | 13042026
G | 372518474 [ Bhde frame key 40162 | Nos ]EP.EM.E[IHH
Suppty, Installalion & Commissioning |
T | 659265004 | of Diesel operated Rail curm oad 1 | Mos | .04.2026
veficle, capacity - GO0 Ton | )
B | 37363142 | Secondary brake Beam assamibdy 331 | Mos. | 28.04.2026
0 | S0265166 | Price Agreement’RGEC for supply of | 4664 | KM | 15042026
6 Cuad X 0.% mm dia cable for e
prsricad of oo ywaar |
10 | 30263327 | Stiffener plate of front carier plate | 8535 | Nos II:!E.M.EDEE__
11 | 302630871 | OVERHAULING KIT FOR BRAKE g | Eel | 09042006
ACCELERATOR |
12 | 30263089 | POH KIT FOR COCK 1243 | Set |13.04.2026 |
13 | B1261035 | Liquid Petrofeum Gas STE28 | Hgs. fDEM{DEE
14 | 40260040 | HIGH VOLTAGE HRC FUSE 2013 | Mos | O7.04.2026

fenders, Dlease Vsl wew, IFeps. gov.in

Mote; (1) Interested tenderars may wisid the webhsite reps.gov.in for
Full details/descriplicn'SpecificationdEMD & fendar cost elc. Al
fanderers are requesied 10 obtain digital signatures and gel fhem ' -
registened anabove site and quote electrondcally anly, (2) Forviewing )j
and parlicipating in oiher tenders such as opan tender costing below
Rs. 50 Lakh, miled tendars. spacial limited tenders and kow value m

Follow us an “ _ .::'H WRallways [ NWRailways_

*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS
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DIFFICULTY LEVEL

4s INSTRUCTIONS 8

To solve a Sudoku o 1
puzzle, every digit from | 3 |
1to 9 must appear in 715

each of the nine vertical

columns, in each of the
nine horizontal rows

and in each of the nine 8
boxes. [ |

n
O oM

|~ M| O
o)

DIFFICULTY LEVEL |- |
1s = Very easy; 2s = Easy; g 3

3s =Medium; 4s = Hard; — il |
S5s = Very Hard; B 3
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6s = Genius

No. :- MD/JCTSL/2024-25/D - 3811 Date :- 12/03/2026

Corrigendum-01
This is with reference to JCTSL Bid no 08/2025-26 published on
http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in UBN No.JCT2526SLOB00010 and
http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in Tender ID 2026_JCTS_533159_1, Some amendments
are made. Detail of amendments can be seen and may be downloaded from above

mentioned websites and JCTSL Website (http://transport.rajasthan.gov.in/jctsl)
Managing Director

Raj.Samwad/C/25/22387 JCTSL, Jaipur

T H B UR-33004/99 REGD, Mo, [, L -33004/09
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MINISTRY OF ROAD TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 27th February, 2026

3.01054{E) - In exercise of powers conferred by sub-section (1) of
section 3A of the National Highways Act, 1956 (48 of 1956) (hereinafter
referred o as the said Act), the Central Government, after being satisfied
that for the public purpase, the land, the brief description of which is given
in the Schedule below, is required for building (widening'two fane with
paved shoulderffour faning etc.,), maintenance, managemenl and
operation of Greenfield Connectivity to Jewar International Airport from
DMD-Faridabad-Ballabhgarh Bypass KMP Link- Spur 1o Delhi Mumbai
Expressway under Bharatmala Pariyojana in the stretch of land from Km.
0 1o Km. 18.8 in the village(s) namaly- Mohiapur(203), Mohna Taluk-
Ballabgarh inthe district of FARIDABAD in the state of HARYAMNA hereby
declares its intention la acquire such land,

Any person interasted in the said l[and may, within twenly-one days
from the date of publication of this notification in the Official Gazette,
object to the use of such land for the aforasaid purpose under sub-
section{1) of section 3C ofthe said Act.

Ewvery such objection shall be made to the Competent Authority,
namely, District Revenue Officer, Faridabad in writing and shall set out
the grounds thereof and the Competent Authority shall give the objector
an opportunily of baing heard, either in persan or by a legal practiioner,
and may, after hearing all such objections and after making such further
enguiry, if any, as the Competent Authority thinks necessary, by order,
either allow or disallow the objections.

Any order made by the Competent Authority under sub-section (2)
of section 3C of the said Act shall ba final,

The land plans and other detalls of the land to be acquired under
their notification are available and can be inspected by the interested
parson al the aforesaid office of the Compatent Authonty,

Brief Description of the land to be acquired with or without
structures falling Jewar International Airport from DND-Faridabad-
Ballabhgarh Bypass KMP Link- Spur to Delhi Mumbai Expressway
under Bharatmala Pariyojana in the stretch of land from Km. 0 to
Km. 18.9 in the village(s) namealy- Mohiapur203), Mohna Taluk-
Ballabgarh in the district of FARIDABAD in the state of HARYANA

1469 GI2026

District: FARIDABAD
https:ffegazette.gov.in
Publication Date: 27 February 2026

&“”ﬁ;f;’gﬂf‘;;g;‘f;;’" File Number: NHAICMU/MTR/DND/Jewar

PR e International Airport/2021/D-3a/3A

Shaikh Amin Khan, Director

Note : The physical copy of this notification is also available at the

office of CALA/PIU/PMU/RG/ED and Landowners may also see the
notification there,
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FEDBANK FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD. AUCTION NOTICE

This is to inform the public at large that FEDBANK FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD. has decided to conduct Auction of Gold ornaments belonging to accounts (mentioned below) which are
NPA (Non-performing Asset) or margin breach account/s or any account/s falling into the loan recall clause as specified in the terms & condition of the Loan. The Auction would be

held as per the schedule provided below:

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): You might seek the advice of
someone older. You might feel excited about learning
something new. You might use the energy of agroup to
help you. Tonight: Be friendly.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): You have strong feelings
about something. This could relate to some behind-the-
scenes research you're doing or some secret information
you have that no one else does. Whatever the case, you
want to be heard. Tonight: You're noticed.

GEMINI(MAY 22 - JUNE 21): If you’re caught up in a dis-
cussion about controversial matters like politics, religion
or racial issues, you might come on pretty heavy. Be open
to listening to the advice of someone more experienced.
(Youmight want to lighten up a bit.) Tonight: Explore.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): You're never casual about
money. You have strong feelings about something related
totaxes, debt, shared property or inheritances. This could
beinresponse totalking to a boss or an authority figure.
Tonight: Check your finances.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): Take a deep breath before talk-
ing to spouses and close friends, because you have strong
feelings today. These feelings could be about travel plans
or something to do with publishing, the media, medicine or
the law. Stay chill. Tonight: Listen and cooperate.

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Today you might have excel-
lentideas about how to improve your job, health or even
something that is related to a pet. Whatever the situation,
you’re making plans about how to do this in a practical way.

Tonight: Get organised.

LIBRA(SEP 24 - OCT 23): Today is a passionate day for you.
Your feelings will be strong about many things — children,
sports events, the arts and certainly romance. You might feel
you want to be taken seriously. Tonight: Socialize!

SCORPIO (OCT 24 - NOV 23): Be patient with family
members today, especially because others are concerned
about practical matters. You might have to take care of
someone else. Whatever happens, you will be thrifty and
cautious today. Tonight: Relax at home.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): You might feel ob-
sessed about something. If you come across a hot tip or
something useful, you like to pass it along. Children might
be anincreased responsibility today. Romance will be seri-

ous. Tonight: Speak clearly.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): You're thrifty and practi-
cal (even though you often spend money on designer la-
bels). Today discussions about finances or possessions
that relate to your family or, perhaps, a parent or an older
relative, might be a concern. Tonight: Check your money.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB 19): You have very definite ideas
today about how to do things in a practical, sensible way,
and you want others to listen to you. This could be related
to old money issues. Whatever the case, you want to be

heard. Tonight: You win.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): Research will go well today
because you're determined and persevering. You might

want to know more about financial matters or something
related to a possession you have. Keep digging, because
you’ll find what you’re looking for. Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

Auction Dates

Loan A/c Number

Branch Auction
Date 25 Mar 2026

Base Branch

District Auction
Date 30 Mar 2026

District 1 Contact

FEDGL04270004925 AASANDH - 9996599565 karnal - 7015335053

FEDGL05560000120 BADSHAHPUR - 8923209767 Gurgaon Dayananad Colony -
8506916000

FEDGL05390000268 BAHADURGARH - 9999575662 Bahadurgarh - 9999575662

FEDGL03500004466, 0004741

FARIDABAD NIT 2 - 9671552505

Faridabad Sec 3 - 8743841101

FEDGL03720006467, 0006474, 0006502, 0006553, 0006554, 0006590, 0006598, FEDBD03720000302

FARIDABAD SEC 3 - 8743841101

Faridabad Sec 3 - 8743841101

FEDGL05320000405

HISAR - 7206366639

Hisar - 7206366639

FEDGL04840003212, 0003246

JAGADHRI - 8529967897

Jagadhri - 8529967897

FEDGL05380000201, 0000207, 0000208, 0000219

KAITHAL - 9896044641

Kaithal - 9896044641

FEDGL04110003968, 0004012, FEDBD04110000300

KARNAL - 7015335053

karnal - 7015335053

FEDGL04880006616, 0006660

PALWAL - 9813879553

Palwal - 9813879553

FEDGL05440000262

SONIPAT - 8571983442

Sonipat - 8571983442

FEDGL04390004983

AGRA - DELHI - 8218994554

#N/A - #N/A

FEDGL04690006268, 0006297, 0006298, 0006306, 0006337, 0006356, 0006377, 0006397, 0006403,
0007925, 0007929

ALIGARH - 9012308870

Aligarh - 9012308870

FEDGL01170009456, 0009479, 0009481, 0009495, 0009505, 0009507, 0009509, 0009510, 0009545

BHANGEL - 9555984246

BHANGEL - 9555984246

FEDGL05170003037, 0003067

BULANDSHAHAR - 7983921427

Bulandshahar - 7983921427

FEDGL05100004458, 0004631, 0004639, 0005544

DADRI - 9654380697

BHANGEL - 9555984246

FEDGL04520004319

FEDGL03470005502, 0005614 GHAZIABAD GT ROAD - Ghaziabad GT Road - 7351714849
7351714849
FEDGL05350000279 GHAZIABAD RDC - 9927527854 Ghaziabad GT Road - 7351714849
FEDGL04380008013 MATHURA - DELHI - 7037819412 #N/A - #N/A
BHANGEL - 9555984246

NOIDA HOSIYARPUR - 9958525538

FEDGL04080006120, 0006185

VIJAY NAGAR GHAZIABAD -
8178609427

Ghaziabad GT Road - 7351714849

FEDGL01090012025, 0012045, 0012062, 0012068, 0012109, 0012116
FEDGL03450008102, 0008162, 0008168, 0008225, 0009738

BARDARPUR - 9716913319

-BHAJAN PURA - 9540482802

Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648

Khirki Village - 9555400035

FEDGL04000003845

BHOGAL - 9015435154

Khirki Village - 9555400035

FEDGL03440015165, 0015349, 0015371, 0015383, 0015384, 0015435, 0015436

BUDHVIHAR - 9818181650

Rohini Sector 16 - 9315890305

FEDGL03460009171, 0009187

CHANDERLOK - 9953244095

Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648

FEDGL03880008927

DELHI SHAYAM NAGAR -
9654194985

Delhi Shayam Nagar - 9654194985

FEDGL04990005042, 0005066, 0005087, 0005092, 0005176

DEOLI - DELHI - 8512807540

Khirki Village - 9555400035

FEDGL00820010211, 0010234 FEDDS00820000047

DILSHAD GARDEN - 8126716060

Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648

FEDGL03540013911, 0013912, 0013928, 0013971, 0014087

DWARKA MOR - 8527739164

Dwarka Mor - 8527739164

FEDGL04970005251 GEETA COLONY - DELHI - Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648
9971702021

FEDGL05030003082 HASTAL VILLAGE - DELHI - Dwarka Mor - 8527739164
8588866172

FEDGL03280014010, 0014028, 0014043, 0014086, 0014109, 0014116, 0014118, 0014162, 0014169,
0014190, 0014192, 0014196

KARAWAL NAGAR -9999416919

Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648

FEDGL00810007766, 0007830

KHANPUR - 9911995078

Khirki Village - 9555400035

FEDGL01440005732, 0005735, 0005738

KHIRKI VILLAGE - 8447694778

Khirki Village - 9555400035

FEDGL04490006210, 0006232, 0006326, FEDBD04490000305

KIRARI - 9716705151

Rohini Sector 16 - 9315890305

FEDGL01070008962, 0008963, 0009018, 0009020
FEDGL03680011534, 0011540, 0011553, 0011557, 0011615, 0013478, FEDBD03680000548

MAYUR VIHAR - 9871654527

MAYUR VIHAR PHASE 3 -
7982025335

Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648

Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648

FEDGL03990004374, 0004393, 0004398, 0004399

NAJAFGARH - 9555679602

Dwarka Mor - 8527739164

FEDGL05670000153 NANGLOI - 8368827285 Patel Nagar - 7011407399
FEDGL03260009292, 0009299, 0009332, 0009339, 0009386 NARELA - 8708765572 Adarsh Nagar - 9582229557
FEDGL01080012601 PALAM COLONY - 8448800976 Dwarka Mor - 8527739164

FEDGL03530006819, 0006821, 0006832, 0006857 FEDBD03530000260
FEDGL04810005399, 0005408, 0005478, FEDBD04810000471

PANKHA ROAD - 8800379452

" RANI BAGH - 8860289891

. Rohini Sector 16 - 9315890305

Patel Nagar - 7011407399

FEDGL01340010250, 0011160

ROHINI - 8586851237

Rohini Sector 16 - 9315890305

FEDGL03610005319, 0005329, 0005364, FEDBD03610000160

ROHINI SECTOR 16 - 9315890305

Rohini Sector 16 - 9315890305

FEDGL03870006136, 0006174, 0006175, 0006198, 0006211

SADAR BAZZAR - 8010295140

Inderpuri - 9711462040

FEDGL04310003275, 0003296, 0003303

TUGHLAKABAD - 9027252942

Khirki Village - 9555400035

FEDGL03710006230

UTTAM NAGAR - 9873133090

Patel Nagar - 7011407399

FEDGL04260005795, 0005807

VISHWAS NAGAR - 7838606648

Vishwas Nagar - 7838606648

Dated : 14.03.2026
Place : Delhi

Change in Venue or Date, if any, will be displayed on our Website https://www.fedfina.com/gold-loan/special-sections/auction-venue/. Customer who want to release their ornaments
shall visit any of the above branch/es or contact at the number mentioned above on/or before auction Date subject to the terms and condition applicable. Auction will be conducted at
respective branches. In case the auction does not get completed on the given date due to any reasons, the auction in respect thereto shall be conducted on subsequent working days
at district level as per above schedule. This would continue till the auction process is over. On failure of the first offline auction at branch level, auction will also be initiated through the
E-auction platforms of SAMIL https://gold.samil.in and/or e-Procurement Technologies Ltd. (AuctionTiger) - https://egold.auctiontiger.net/.

All participating bidders will be intimated subsequently with respect to acceptance or rejection of bids submitted by them.

For, sd/- Authorised Signatory
Fedbank Financial Services Ltd.,

epaper.indianexpress.com
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Bahrain and
Saudi F1
races set to
be cancelled

World Champion Lando Norris
of Britain gets a pit service
during the sprint qualifying
ahead of the Chinese GP. A

Reuters
London, March 13

NEXT MONTH'S Bahrain and
Saudi Arabian Formula One
Grands Prix are set to be can-
celled over the weekend dueto
the conflict in the Middle East.

Multiple sources told
Reuters an announcement,
seen within the sport as just a
matter of time, was expected by
Monday at the latest with a
March 20 deadline looming for
freight that has to be trans-
ported to Bahrain for logistical
reasons. Sky Sports television,
which has the broadcasting
rights in Britain where most of
the 11 teams are based, said it
understood the races would be
called off by Sunday night.

U.S. and Israeli attacks on
Iran are continuing while Ira-
nian drones and missiles have
hit some Middle Eastern capi-
tals including Bahrain's Ma-
nama, where most team per-
sonnel would be staying in
hotels. FormulaOneisracingin
China thisweekend for the sec-
ond round of the season after
the opener in Australia last
weekend.

Sources haveindicated pre-
viously that neither Middle
Eastern race is likely to be re-
placed or rescheduled, leaving
April an empty month for the
series and the championship
reduced to 22 rounds.

Bahrain was scheduled for
April 12 with the Saudi race in
Jeddah on April 19. The Japa-
nese Grand Prix, round three, is
on March 29 with the next race
then in Miami on May 3.

“I think we follow the gui-
dance of the FIA and Formula
One, as we always do. They’ve
alwaysled usin theright direc-
tion,” Audi team principal Jon-
athan Wheatley told reporters
after practice at the Shanghai
circuit. “Nobody’s going to
compromise on anything that
would put teams into an un-
comfortable situation.”

There was no immediate
comment from Liberty Media-
owned Formula One or the gov-
erning International Automo-
bile Federation (FIA). The
World Endurance Champion-
ship (WEC) has already post-
poned what would have been
its season-opener in Qatar on
March 26-28, with the first race
now scheduled for Italy's Imola
circuit on April 19.The Qatar
round at the Lusail circuit out-
side Doha, which also hosts
Formula Onein Novembetr, has
been rescheduled for October
24 as the penultimate round.

READY FOR THE IPL

Lighter, hungrier: Pant gunning
to wear his Indiablues agaln

With his white-ball place under
threat, wicketkeeper has quietly
transformed himself ahead of the IPL

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, March 13

A VISIBLY exhausted Rishabh
Pant says, almost pleading,
“Woh mat puchiye.” He's re-
sponding to a question about
how many kilograms he's shed.
He doesn't need to answer it.
Thework he has putin over the
last five months speaks for
itself. Ahead of what promises
tobe adefining IPL season, the
Lucknow Super Giants captain
looks remarkably fit as the fran-
chise beginsits preparationsin
Chennai.

Although Pant remains an
integral part of India's Test
setup, his white-ball standing
has slipped. When India
needed a second wicketkeeper
for the recent T20 World Cup —
with Jitesh Sharma unavailable
— it was Ishan Kishan who got
the nod. In the ODI format,
Pant hasbeen part of the squad,
but with KL Rahul firmly estab-
lished as the first-choice
keeper, he has spent much of
his time on the bench. Among
all Indian players heading into
thisIPL, few have more at stake
than Pant. With Ishan Kishan
and Sanju Samson both in fine
form and favour, this is his mo-
ment to remind selectors that
he remains very much in the
reckoning.

By the looks of it, Pant
seems acutely aware of that. Be-
fore arriving in Chennai —
where Lucknow have set up
their pre-season base at former
India bowling coach Bharat
Arun's academy, Coaching

Beyond — Pant spent five days
in Mumbai working with
Yuvraj Singh. The sessions with
Yuvraj, who has played a key
role in the development of
Shubman Gill and Abhishek
Sharma, were focused on the
basics: retaining shape, bat
swing, and above all, clarity in
shot selection. The idea, it is
understood, was to keep things
simple.

For a batsman of his gifts,
Pant's IPL record has been
something of a mixed bag. His
peak of 684 runs came in the
2018 edition; his closest ap-
proaches since were 488in 2019
and 446 in 2024. Last season,
acquired for a record Rs 27
crore, he managed only 269.
His role in the middle order
hasn't made run-scoring easy,
but for Lucknow to mount a
serious play-off challenge, they
will need far more from their
captain.

Going by what unfolded in
Chennai, Pant looks ready to
deliver. On Friday, just hours
before leavingthe city, he spent
three and a half hours in an
open net session — facing
seamers and spinners alike
until they were on their knees.
With assistant coach Lance
Klusener stationed at the side
ofthe netsand Arun positioned
behind the bowlers, Pantbegan
at 3 PM and finished around
5:220 PM.

His intentions were clear:
against full deliveries, he
rocked back and hit long and
straight; anything short or in
hisarcwasdispatched through
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Rishabh Pant at the Coaching Beyond academy in Chennai. (Top
right) Former India cricketer Yuvraj Singh (L) with Pant during a
training session ahead of the IPL. EXPRESS, X/LUCKNOW SUPER GIANTS,

mid-wicket. Every so often, he
sought input from Arun and
Klusener while video analysts
watched closely from the other
side.

Then came the off-side
drills. He instructed the pace
bowlers to aim wide yorkers
outside off-stump, and as
Avesh Khan delivered one on
cue, Pant swivelled and
scooped it away. The audacity
is still there — but there is now
a more deliberate quality to it.

In the past, his attempts to im-
pose himselfhave occasionally
cost him his wicket and, some-
times, his team. Those criti-
cismswould have reached him.
What you see now is a more
considered Pant, one who has-
n'tsurrendered his flair but has
chosen to be selective about
when and how he usesiit.

Being smarter

Behind the scenes, signifi-
cant changes are underway.

Since November, Pant hasbeen
working closely with strength
and conditioning coach Soham
Desai, who previously worked
with the Indian team and is
now attached to the Lucknow
franchise. Ashe approaches 30,
the focus has shifted: less about
grinding harder, more about
being smarter.

Agility, movement, self-
awareness. “Pagal jaise nahi,”
asource says — not like a mad-

an. "When you get older, you
need to manage things differ-
ently. It comes down to under-
standing yourself." A stint of
domestic cricket and time
spent at home in Uttarakhand
alsoappear tohave helped him
arrive at a big season feeling
genuinely refreshed.

When Ishan Kishan re-
turned to the Indian fold after
nearly two years away, a notice-
ably different version of him
showed up. There is a sense
that something similar is hap-
peningwith Pant. Ashe walked
off after his marathon session
on Friday — drained, but
visibly hungry — he had the
look of a man who had given
everythingand couldn't waitto
doit all over again.

CSK taken to court by Sun TV over use of Rajini soundtracks

Venkata Krishna B
Chennai, March 13

THENEXT edition of the IPLis
still acouple of weeks away, but
off the field, tensions are heat-
ing up in Chennai.

On Friday, the Sun TV Net-
work Limited --which owns the
Sunrisers Hyderabad franchise
— filed a copyright infringe-
ment suit in the Madras High
Court against Chennai Super
Kings for using songs, dia-
logues and background tracks
from Rajinikanth-starrer Jailer,
Jailer 2, and Coolie in their pro-
motional content on its social
media platforms.

On March 1, CSK had put
out a promotional video to re-
veal their new jersey for the up-
coming season. The franchise
had used audio and back-
ground tracks and dialogues
from Rajinikanth's movies.
However, hours after it went
viral, it was taken down and re-
leased a day later with modifi-
cations in the audio. While
speculation has beenrife about
the reasons as the franchise
usually relies on Tamil movie

songs for its content on social
media, the answer to it arrived
on FridaywhentheSunTV net-
work approached the Madras
High Court.

In its plaint — accessed by
this newspaper — Sun TV Net-
work Limited stated that Jailer,
Coolie and Jailer 2 (yet tobe re-
leased) were its productions
and music composer Anirudh
Ravichander had specifically,
by way of a written agreement,
given all rights for exploitation
of the music to the film produc-
tion firm.

“The plaintiff submits that,
the Defendants (CSK) officially
unveiled the new jersey for the
IPL.2026 on 01.03.2026, offering
fans a glimpse of the fresh de-
sign through a promotional
video shared on social media
pages, namely Instagram, X,
YouTube and Facebook. The
said video to the surprise of the
applicant prominently used
the audio tracks and dialogues
from Plaintiff’s films Jailer,
Jailer 2 and Coolie and further
incorporated copyrighted
audio elements at multiple
junctures including scenes de-

The Sun TV Network limited,
which owns the SRH franchise,
filed a copyright infringement
suit in the Madras High Court
against CSK. riLE

picting the arrival of MS Dhoni
at the 1st Defendants camp,” it
read.

Sun TV Network Limited
also brought to the court’s no-
tice thateach jersey was sold for
Rs 2,399 and the plaintiff’s
copyright works were used for
making commercial gains
without authorisation.

“The Applicant submits

that the promotional videos
mischievously exploited the
Applicant’s copyrighted works
foraidingthe sales ofthe Match
Jersey 2026 priced at Rs 2399
and other merchandise. It is
needless to state the influence
effect of the music from films
involving Mr Rajinikanth and
Mr Anirudh would have in aid-
ing the merchandise sales of a
team based in South India and
more particularly Chennai.”
The Plaintiff has asked the
court to injunct CSK Limited
from infringing the copyright.
It has also demanded sub-
mission of accounts regarding
the quantum of money earned
through such unauthorised ex-
ploitation. While CSK hasin the
past used soundtracks and dia-
logues on their social media
platforms, since the issue flared
up, it has stopped using any
such audio for its content.
Appearing on behalf of the
television network, senior
counsel J Ravindran revealed
that CSK has stopped using
their copyright materials after
they were sent an official email
on March 1. And appearing for

CSK Limited, senior counsel PS
Raman said the franchise has
stopped using the soundtracks
and dialogues. He further
stated that in case of the fran-
chise using such materials in
the future, they would do so
only after obtaining necessary
permission.

While the issue is only with
regard to CSK, other franchises'
social media contingents are
also keeping a close tab on the
developments.

While all the franchises
have relied on soundtracks
from movies, thisis the firstin-
stance where a team has been
dragged to court for copyright
infringement by a production
house.

With a precedent set, some
of the franchises have advised
their content team to tread cau-
tiously and not use any sound-
tracks without necessary per-
mission. “Even when we used
the audiotracksin the past, due
credit used to be given to each
production house,” a source
pointed out. However, as per
copyright infringements, it
amounts to a violation.

e WONDER FREEKICK

Manisha’s viral goal, a silver lining in India’s AFC campaign

Sriram Veera
Mumbai, March 13

THIRTY YARDS out, four de-
fenders in white between her
and the goal, Manisha Kalyan
stood still for a moment, with
her shorts hitched up, then hit
it with her left foot. The ball
climbed, caught the underside
of the crossbar, bounced down
and over the line. The stadium
waited. VAR confirmed. The
commentator called it the goal
of the tournament.

India lost the match 3-1to
Chinese Taipei. They finished
the AFC Women's Asian Cup at
the bottom of their group —
three games, no points, a goal
difference of minus fourteen.
But for one moment in Sydney
on Monday night, a girl from a
village in Punjab's Hoshiarpur
reminded everyone what In-
dian football could look like, if
only there were more of her.

(] ]
Eight years before that free

kick, a PT teacher at the Gov-
ernment Middle School in
Muggowal saw a girl playing
barefoot with a group of boys.
She was scoring at will.
Brahmijit Singh watched, then
took her to Mahilpur Football
Academy, where the coaches
saw it immediately too.

But Narendrapal Singh,
Manisha’s father, ran a small
cosmetic shop in the village.
There was no money for sports
shoes, no money for training.
He had four daughters and he
wanted them to study. Football
was not the plan.

Brahmijit spent a month
convincing him. “I kept telling
him that this girl is so talented,”
Brahmijit had told this paper.
“She was scoring against U-14
boys for fun. I asked him what
was stopping him. He said he
can't afford sports shoes. I told
him money will never become
ahurdle in Manisha's career.”

Narendrapal agreed. Then
came the neighbours. “They
used to tell him that his

Manisha Kalyan’s freekick
against Chinese Taipei was
impressive for its accuracy as
well as power.

daughter plays with boys, she
wears shorts,” Manisha's elder
sister Sonam had said.

“My parents were exposed
to such scornful comments
that anyone would get men-
tally scarred. But both my
father and mother had astrong
beliefin coach sir, and theyjust
keptignoringit.”

Her friends back
home called her
Dinho, after
Ronaldinho, for the
way sheplayed and
theway shewore her
hair.

There was no girls' team in
Muggowal. So Manisha walked
fifteen kilometres whenever
she wanted to play. Her friends
back home called her Dinho,
after Ronaldinho, for the way
she played and the way she
wore her hair.

EEE
In November 2021, India played
Brazil in a four-nation tourna-
ment in Manaus. They lost 6-1.
Manisha scored India's only
goal — the first Indian woman
toscore against Brazil in senior
football. At home in Muggowal,
Narendrapal watched the re-
plays. The neighbourswho had

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

taunted his family came to con-
gratulate him.

“Everything is in the past,”
Narendrapal had told this
newspapetr. “I just want her to
keep scoring goals for India.”

The goal opened doors.
Apollon Ladiesin Cyprus came
calling. Manisha had never
heard of Apollon. She did some
research, saw they played in the
Women's Champions League
and signed. The language bar-
rier was immediate — she
couldn't speak much English,
couldn't communicate with
teammates on or off the field.

“If you're quiet during
games, you won't get the ball,”
shetold Al Jazeera. She learned
to speak.

In August 2022 she became
the first Indian to play in a
UEFA Women's Champions
League match. A month later
she scored in one. From Cyprus
she moved to PAOK in Greece
— twenty-three appearances,
eight goals. Then in January
this year, Peruvian champions

Alianza Lima came calling. She
packed her bags for South
America. Of the twenty-six
players in India's squad in
Sydney, Manisha was the only
one playing at a serious level
outside India.

(] ]

The Women's League in India
runs for a month. Sometimes
less. You train and then wait,
not knowing what comes next.
In Europe the league runs for
seven months or more. You
play every week.

EEE

“Players in Europe have clean
touches,” Manisha told Al Ja-
zeera. “Their runs, positioning,
tactics — all quite impressive.
Whereas in India, the players
aren't good at their basics.”

Narendrapal couldn't afford
sports shoes. The neighbours
said his daughter would come
tonothing. On Monday nightin
Sydney, she hit the goal of the
tournament.

* BRIEFLY

Ukrainian heavyweight world boxing champion Usyk. ReuTErs

UsyKk hits out at softening
stance toward Russian athletes

THE WORLD of sport appears to be softening the hardline
stance it took when Russiainvaded Ukraine in 2022. Rus-
sian athletes are back competing under their own flag at the
Paralympics. FIFA president Gianni Infantino said the in-
ternational ban on Russian soccer teams "has not achieved
anything." Oleksandr Usyk remains as resolute as ever. “My
opinion has not changed - this should not be happening,"
the Ukrainian heavyweight world boxing champion told
The Associated Press. "People who support the killing of
others, the bombing of civilian cities, hospitals, schools,
and everything else should not have the right to take partin

the Olympic Games.” REUTERS

KSCA briefs
Expert
Commiittee

THE KARNATAKA State
Cricket Association
officials met the state gov-
ernment constituted Expert
Committee, giving detailed
presentation of the security
enhancement works being
carried out at the M Chin-
naswamy Stadium ahead of
the IPL. The state govern-
ment has recently green-
lighted the conduct of IPL
matches at the venue after
months of uncertainty
owingto the stampede on
June4,2025. Defending
champions Royal
Challengers Bengaluru will
take on former champions
Sunrisers Hyderabad here
inthe inaugural match of
the IPL 2026 on March 28.
"Apart from the season's in-
augural match, the RCB
Unbox function and the
openingceremony are also
scheduled tobe held atthe
Chinnaswamy Stadium. PTI

‘Abrar picked by
Sunrisers Leeds

not our concern’

The BCClvice-president
Rajeev Shukla on Friday
downplayed the acquisition
of Pakistan spinner Abrar
Ahmed by Sunrisers Leeds
during The Hundred auc-
tion, sayingthe
developmentinan
"overseasleague"is beyond
theboard's ambit.

The Sunrisers Leeds, owned
by Chennai-based media
conglomerate Sun Group,
signed Pakistan mystery
spinner Abrar during The
Hundred player auction,
making him the first Pakis-
tan cricketer to be picked by
an Indian-owned franchise
inthe tournament. “It does-
n'tconcernus. It'snotthe
IPL. What happensin The
Hundred or other overseas
leagues, we have nothingto
dowithit,” Shuklasaid. PTI

Goatohost next
Ultimate Table

Tennis event

GOA WILL host the 7th sea-
son of the Ultimate Table
Tennis (UTT) eventin July
at the Shyama Prasad Muk-
herjee Indoor Stadium, the
organisers said. Organised
by 11Sports Pvt. Ltd. under
the aegis of the Table Tennis
Federation of India (TTFI),
UTT has grown into one of
the country's most promi-
nent sporting properties
sinceitslaunchin 2017, the
organiserssaidina
statement. Speaking about
the upcomingseason, UTT
co-promoter Vita Dani said,
"Ultimate Table Tennis has
steadily become a key pillar
inIndia's table tennis eco-
system. Over the years,
we've seen the standard of
the sportrise across every
level, from grassroots pro-
grammes to international
competition. The league
has created more
exposure.” PTI

‘Strengthening
grassrootsisa

key factor’

UNION MINISTER of State
for Youth Affairs and Sports
Raksha Khadse said
strengthening grassroots
development and promot-
ing sportstourismare
amongthe government's
key priorities as she inau-
gurated the Annual
Convention of the Sports
Journalists Federation of
India (SJFI) and unveiled
the JKBose Trophy. The
trophy was unveiled in the
presence of SJFI president
Saraju Chakraborty and
Delhi Sports Journalists As-
sociation chief Abhishek
Tripathi during the golden
jubilee convention of the
Federation. The convention
marks the goldenjubilee of
the SJFI, which represents
sportsjournalists across
India. PTI

Agha left fuming
after bizarre run out

Express News Service
New Delhi, March 13

PAKISTAN CAPTAIN was left
fuming after being controver-
sially run out by his Bangladesh
counterpart Mehidy Hasan
Mirazin the second ODI on Fri-
day in Mirpur. The incident
happened during the 4th ball of
the 39th over. Mehidy delivered
the ball to Mohammad Rizwan,
who hit it down the ground off
his backfoot, towards the right
of the bowler. Mehidy got
around the non-striker to try
and stop the ball with his boot.
Salman, despite being well out
ofhis crease and in Miraz’s way,
bentdown to picktheball totry
and hand it back to the bowler,
evidently. But Mehidy swooped
in himself and with an under-
arm throw, knocked the bails
off with Salman clearly
stranded outside the crease.
The decision was sent up-
stairs, and the third umpire
Kumar Dharmasena ruled it as

a dismissal, much to the chag-
rin of Salman who threw his
helmet and gloves onto the
ground in frustration before
walking off. “He was away from
the wicket and I was just look-
ing for the ball,” Mehidy said.
“Ifyoumiss, hewould go for the
run, so I was just thinking like
that.”

Salman’s dismissal at 231-4
sparked Pakistan's collapse at
the hands of Rishad (3-56) and
Mehidy. But allrounder Maaz
Sadaqatled Pakistan to aseries-
levelling 128-run win against
Bangladesh in a rain-affected
second ODI on Friday. The 20-
year-old Sadaqat, playing his
second ODI, hita46-ball7Sand
grabbed 3-23 with his left-arm
spin. Pakistan lost last seven
wickets for 43 runs and were
bowled out for 27. Lightning
and a hailstorm delayed play
for well over two hours and
Bangladesh’starget was revised
to 243 runs in 32 overs. But
Bangladesh managed just 114.
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WILL USA FACE CONSEQUENCES OF WAR?

Moncy and power shape sport’s response

In recent past, the likes of India and
Indonesia have faced sanctions
which the US is unlikely to now

Mihir Vasavda
Mumbai, March 13

FEBRUARY 20, 2022: The
Beijing Winter Olympics con-
clude, and the turnaround
period for the Winter Paralym-
pics begins.

FEBRUARY 24, 2022: Russia
launches a full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, starting a conflict now
entering its fifth year.

FEBRUARY 25, 2022: The In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee sanctions Russia, urgingin-
ternational sports federations
to relocate or cancel events in
the country and accusing Mos-
cow of breaching the ‘Olympic
Truce’. Russian athletes are
barred from competing under
the national flag.

FEBRUARY 28,2022: FIFA ex-
pels Russia from the 2022
World Cup and bars the
country’s teams — national
and club — from international
competition, a ban that re-

India scrape past
Italy to enter final

Vinayakk Mohanarangan
New Delhi, March 13

WITH WORLD Cup qualifica-
tion assured irrespective of
their resultagainstItalyinthe
semifinal of the qualifiers on
Friday, India head coach
Sjoerd Marijne said he de-
manded that his players 'be
the best version of them-
selves'. "We need to improve
every match and that starts
witheveryindividual," hesaid
before the match. What fol-
lowed over the next 60 min-
utes did not quite live up to
those demands, but Indiastill
did enough to edge past Italy
1-0 and seal their spot in the
title clash against England.

The solitary goal was
credited to Manisha Chau-
han, so that is an additional
box ticked off for India. In
Deepika's absence for this
tournament - the forward
who has been India's pri-
mary drag flick threat in re-
cent times — Manisha and
debutant Annu have been
tasked with flicking from
short corners. But the pri-
mary options have beentogo
for Navneet Kaur or Udita for
low slaps and angular hits.
When presented with
chances in the earlier
matches, Manisha had not
been able to convert despite
drawing saves from the op-
ponent's goalkeepers.

In the 40th minute
against Italy, with pressure
mounting on India to find
the breakthrough, Manisha
managed tokeep her flickon
targetbutitstillneeded a sig-
nificant helping hand - or
stick — from Italy as the ball
looped over goalkeeper
Lucia Caruso after taking a
deflection off Sofia Laurito.
Worryingly, though, that was
the only Penalty Corner con-
verted by India from nine op-
portunities in this match.

India started the second
quarter better, with Sunelita
Toppo combining down the
left with Navneet to fashion
the first of many PCs of the
night. But the injection-trap-
ping mechanism failed for the
hosts. From their second PC

Samrat, Suruchi and Jaismine
among new TOPS inductees

Pritish Raj
New Delhi, March 13

AFTER MONTHS of waiting,
reigning 10m air pistol world
champion Samrat Rana, 57
kg boxing world champion
Jaismine Lamboria and
three-time World Cup
medallist shooter Suruchi
Inder Singh have been in-
ducted into the core group of
Target Olympic Podium
Scheme (TOPS) after the
169th meeting of the Mission
Olympic Cell (MOC).

The Indian Express
understands that their con-
sistent performances have
prompted MOC to take no-
ticeand add themtothe core

mains in force till today.

FEBRUARY 22,2026: The Mi-
lano-Cortina Winter Olympics
end, beginning the transition
period before the Winter Para-
lympics.

FEBRUARY 28, 2026: THE
United States and Israel launch
coordinated air strikes on Iran.

MARCH 3, 2026: In a state-
ment, the IOC does not men-
tion the US or Israel. It describes
the Olympic Truce — cited in
banning Russia — as an ‘aspir-
ational and non-binding resol-
ution’ and says it has no means
of enforcing it. FIFA has yet to
issue an official statementsince
the war began, though secre-
tary general Mattias Grafstrom
said the organisation was
‘monitoring the situation’.

Money matters
Two wars, two strikingly

shortly after, Salima Tete
found herself in a good scor-
ing position after Uditafound
her with a variation from the
firstbattery. ButSalima's push
towards goal was deflected
widefromatightangle. From
their third PC, Navneet's at-
tempt to find a deflection
through another variation
didn'tcometo fruition either.

The first big attacking
threat of the second half
came from Italy as Bichu was
forced into a save off Emilia
Munitis after a counterattack
down the right flank. Then
came what could have been
anoutrageous goal for India,
as Navneet Kaur produced a
sensational turn of individ-
ual skill, 3D-ing pasta couple
of defenders, producing a
magical 360-degree spin to
eliminate some more
markers, but her final pass
was just ahead of Ishika's
stick from close range.

The breakthrough finally
came from a careless mistake
in defence from Italy for not
giving Sm to Rutuja at the
edge of the circle, which gave
Indiatheir first PC of the sec-
ond half, and Manisha
stepped up to convert.

With just under five min-
utesback, Italy removed their
goalkeeper to employ 11 out-
field players in search of that
equaliser and they were able
to finally make the numerical
advantage translate into
something tangible. After a
couple of minutes of sus-
tained onslaught on India's
defence, Italy celebrated win-
ningtheir first PC of the night
with 77 seconds left.

But Navneet, who has
been India's best attacking
player through the tourna-
ment, came up with a critical
touch in defence with a goal-
line clearance at the post to
deny Federica Carta. It was
as good as a goal scored by
Navneet. India held on, but
England might not be as ac-
commodating in the quest
for gold on Saturday if the
performance improvement
demanded by Marjine does-
n't materialiseinlessthan 24
hours.

list, despite updating the list
at the start of the year.

One of the best Indian
boxers on the circuit right
now, Jaismine had a strong
season last year with a World
titleand multiple otherinter-
national medals. Her absence
from the core group at the
start of the year had raised
eyebrows, similar to the ab-
sence of India’s first-ever Pis-
tol World Champion, Samrat
Rana, and one of the most
consistent shooters, Suruchi.

TOPS Core athletes get a
monthly allowance of Rs
50,000. They are also $25 per
day during the period of
training and competition
overseas.
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Donald Trump with FIFA Peace Prize Award. FILE/REUTERS

similar timelines. In one case,
world sport moved swiftly to
sanction Russia. Four years
later, the same organisations
are taking a far more cautious
approach to the US-Israel at-
tacks on Iran.

The reasons are simple:
power and money.

Simon Chadwick, Professor
of Afro-Eurasian Sport at the
Emlyon Business School, says
the USA accounts for ‘one third

presents

EXPRESS

ofthe global sportindustry’. “It
is the source of investment
funds; for asport to truly go glo-
bal then it ideally needs to en-
gage American audiences; and
many of the latest develop-
ments in world sport originate
there. Boycotting, excluding
and banning countries from
global (sport) is an outcome of
power, which the United States
has in abundance,” Chadwick
tells The Indian Express.
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American networks and
sponsors pour in billions of dol-
lars into the IOC coffers, which
keep the ecosystem rolling.
This year’s World Cup is pro-
jected to generate approxi-
mately $10.9 billion in revenue,
up 56 per cent compared with
Qatar 2022.

Power rests with West

While banning Russia, the
I0Cinvoked the Olympic truce.

each edition of the Olympicand
Paralympic Games. It is tabled
by the host nation of the Games
and is adopted by the UN
Member States themselves. The
I0C, with its Permanent Ob-
server Status at the UN, has no
means of enforcing the imple-
mentation of the resolution.”
Chadwick adds that sports
‘gsoverning bodies are increas-
ingly faced with having to make
decisionsthey previously didn’t

The Olympic Truce is a haveto’. “Suchistheirlackof ex-
United Nations resol- pertise in this field that
ution calling for global many of them are prone
peace from seven days to making inconsistent,
before the Olympic ) evenill-informed, deci-
opening ceremony until sions,” he adds. “It does-

seven days after the
Paralympics close. Theaimisto
promote peace and ensure safe
travel for athletes.

This year’s Olympic Truce
runs up to March 22. So, when
the USA-Israel airstrikes on
Iran began, it officially violated
the truce.

The IOC, which came hard
on Russia for the same viol-
ation, said last week: “The
Olympic Truce Resolutionisan
aspirational and non-binding
resolution which the UN
Member States agree on for
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n’t help that elite sport’s
global hegemony is still essen-
tially ‘Western’; this is where
wider power rests and the basis
upon which sport governing
bodies typically make deci-
sions.”

Trump statement

On Thursday, US President
and recipient of the first-ever
FIFA Peace Prize, Donald
Trump, said it wouldn’t be ‘ap-
propriate that they (Iran) be
there (for the World Cup), for
their own life and safety. In say-

ing so, Trump might be testing
the Olympic charter.

The US will be hosting the
2028 Olympic Gamesin Los An-
geles. The Games will be in the
final few months of the Trump
presidency, which has already
imposed visa sanctions on
more than a dozen countries.

Rule 44 of the Olympic
Charter - to which all Olympic
sports are signatories — states:
“...ensure that no one has been
excluded for racial, religious or
political reasons or by reason of
other forms of discrimination.”

In February 2019, the IOC
had sanctioned India for violat-
ing this very rule. A couple of
yearsago, FIFA stripped Indone-
sia of the hosting rights to the
Under-20 World Cup after the
country refused to host Israel.

The USA, though, might not
face the same fate. Who hasthe
power and the inclination to
mount achallenge?” Chadwick
asks.

“Unless there is a coalition
of countries working in con-
junction with each other,Idon’t
foresee the US or Israel being
excluded from international
sports organisations or events
anytime soon.”
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Duplantis breaks
another WR with
6.3Tmvault

Reuters
Uppsala, March 13

SWEDEN'S MONDO Duplantis
cleared 6.31 metres at the
Mondo Classicindoor meeting
in Uppsala to set another pole
vault world record on Thurs-
day, improving his own pre-
vious mark by one centimetre.

The Olympic and world
champion, opens new tab had
no failed attempts on hisway to
the record height, opening at
5.65mbefore clearing5.90m and
6.08m and then going on tosur-
pass his previous best. Unlike
most track and field disciplines,
polevault hasasingle world rec-
ord covering both indoor and
outdoor performances.

Itwas the 15th time Duplan-
tis has broken the world record
since first setting it in 2020,
underlining his dominance in
the event. Sondre Guttormsen
of Norway placed second after
clearing 6.00m, marking his
second successful six-metre
vault this season.

Americans Zachery Brad-
ford and Sam Kendricks and
Australia’s Kurtis Marschall
each cleared 5.90m to finish
third, fourth and fifth respect-
ively.
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